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HERE AS, all government ovghe to be inftituted & ſupported for the ſecurity 
W and protection of the community as ſuch, and to enable the individuals who c] 
poſe it to enjoy their natural rights, and the other bleſſings which the Author of Exiſtence |} 
has beſtowed upon man; and whenever thoſe great ends of government are not e ; 
the people have a right, by common conſent, to change it, and take ſuch meaſures an 165" 
hem may appear neceſſary to promote their ſafety ans] happineſs. 2 3 
And whereas, the inhabitants of this State have (n conſidetation of protectiaa nl 
heretofore 8 allegiance to the King of Gteat- Britain ; and the ſaid King hand 
ot only withdrawn protection. but commenced, and ſtil] continues to carry an, with > 
anabated vengeance, a moſt cruel and unjuſt war againſt them; employing thereia nol 3 þ 
only the troops of Great-Britain, but forcign mereenaries, ſav and faves, for 6 
vowed purpoſe of reducing them to a total and abyet ſubmiſſion to the deſpatic domnge 
tion of — Britiſh Parliament, with many other acts of tyranny, (more fully fer forth. a 
the declaration of Congreſs) whereby all allegiance and fealty to rhe faid King s N 
ſucceſſors, are diflolved and at an end; and all power and authority derined hymn it 2 
eaſed in the American Colonies. | — ext 
And whereas, the territory which now comprehends the State of Vermont, did ante 
gently of right belong to the goverament of New-Hampſhire ; and the former Go. * 
hereof, viz, his Excellency Benning Wentworth, Eſq. granted many charcers af land 
and corporations within this State, to the preſent inhabitants and othees. —þ 
And whereas, the late Lieutenant-Governor Colden, of New-York, with others, did 
violation of che tenth command, covet thoſe very lands; and by a falſe repreſentation 
ade to the Court ot Great-Britain, (ia the year 1764, that for the convenience of trade ">; 
od adminiſtration of zuſtice, the inhabitants were defirous of being annexed to that g _Þ 
vernment) obtained juriſdiftion of thoſe very identical lands ax. parte, which ever was au@ 
w diſagreeable to the inhabitants, Sod | | 
And whereas, the Legiſlature of New-York, ever have and ftill continue to diſown the 
good people of this State, in their landed property, which will appear in the complaints 
hereafter inſerted, and in the XXXVIth ſection of their prelent conſtitution, in which W 
eltabliſhed the grants of land made by that government. Wy. 
They have refuſed to make re- grants of our lands to the erigioal proprietors and oc ea? 
pants, unleſs at the exorbitant rate of two thouſand three hundred dollars fees for each 
townſhip; and did enhance the quit-renc three fold, and demanded an immediate delivery 
ot the title derived from New-Hampſhire. | 
The Judges of their Supreme Court have made a ſolemn declaration, that the charters, 
conveyaaces, &c. of the lands included in the before deſcribed premiſes, were utterly aul 
and void, en which (aid title was founded. In conſequence of which declaration, writs of 
| ion 4 


* 


( WT. * 
Ee 
—_— 


+ 
$ 
% 


5 


* 
* 
\ * 


$ . 


* 


1 
* 
* 


} 
Y 


* 


E 


7 
A 
* 


4 


% 1 N - £ - * 1 4. 
0 4 4 # N ö 03 ** * N 
N * * « 544 1 
= 7 
8 ww 2 | * . 
. * 4 - 2 * 4 9 1 >». * ow . 1 2. 1 &. . F * mug on N . y 
p 1 * - a = N 
. On 4 
" 4 - 4 
* * 


A tation iato, and the ſettlement of, this State. 


5 
a> 
6 1 | 
Le 
1 £, 
__ 
7 
gd 


- N » * * 4 e 4 
A * ay - 2 7 


8 


— . "Sp N 7 
er have been by them iſſued, and the Sheriff of the county of Albany ſent at the 
d of ſix or ſeven hundred men, to enforce the execution thereof. 


They have paſſed an act, annexing à penalty thereto, of thirty pounds fine and fix 
months impriſonment on any perſon who ſhould refuſe aſſiſting the Sheriff, after being 


requeſted, for the purpoſe of executing writs of poſſeſſion, 

The Governors Dunmore, Tryon, and Colden, have made re-grants of ſeveral trads 
of land included in the premiſes, to certain favourite Jand-jobbers in the government of 
oy ny in direct violation of his Britarnic Majeſty's expreſs prohibition in the 
Fear 170767. 1 : | 
Mw They have iſſued proclamations, wherein they have offered large ſums of money for the 
purpoſe of appiehending thoſe very perſons who have dared boldly and publicly to appear 
in defence ot their juſt rights, 

They did paſs twelve acts of outlawry, on the gth day of March, A. D. 1774, empower- 
ing the reſpective Judges of their Supreme Court to award execution of death againſt thole 
inhabitants in ſaid diſtri, that they ſhould judge to be offenders, without trial. | 


They have and ſtill continue an unjuſt claim to thole lands, which greatly retards emi- 


They have hired foreign troops, emigrants from Scotland, at two different times, and 
armed them to drive us out of pc eſſion. | 
They have fent the ſavages on our frontiers to diſtreſs us. 
They have proceeded to ere the counties of Cumberland and Glocefter, and eſtabliſh 
Courts of Juſtice there, after they were diſcountenaneed by the authority of Grear- Britain. 
„The free Convention of the State of New-York, at Harlem, in the year 1776, unadli- 
*movſly voted, © 1 hat all quit-rents, formerly due to the King of Great-Britain, are now 
Que and owing to this Convention, or ſuch future goverament as ſhall be hereafter eſtabliſh- 
"ed in this State.” | | | 


. 


In the ſeveral ſtages of - the aforeſaid oppreflions, we have petitioned his Britannic Ma- Ne 
Feli in the moft humble manner for redreſs, and have, at very great expence, received n 
{+ ſeveral reports in our favour; and in other inſtances, wherein we have petitioned the late Wl © 
i * legiſlative authority of New-York, thoſe petitions have been treated with neglect. P 
And whereas, the local ficuation ot this State from New-York, at the extreme part, is 
* upward of four hundred and fitty miles from the feat of that government, renders it ex- 
treme difficult to continue under the furiſdiftion of ſaid State. t v8 0 
HI berefore, it is abſolutely neceffary, for the welfare and ſatety of the inhabitants of this f 
State, that it ſhould be henceforth a free and independent State; and that a juſt, perma- 
nent, and proper form of government, ſhould exiſt in it, derived from, and founded on, * 
+ © the authority of the people only, agreeable to the direction of the Honorable American Wi © 
®Conerels. | EAN P 
"4% We the Repreſentatives of the freemen of Vermont, in Genetal Convention met, for the f 
"expreſs purpoſe of forming fuch a government; conteffing the goodneſs of the great Go- 
i vernor of the Univerſe (who alone knows to what degree of earthly happineſs mankind * 
© may attain by perfecting the arts of government) in permitting the people of this State, 
by common conſent, and without violence, deliberately to form for themſelves ſuch jult 4 


rules as they ſhall think beſt for governing their future ſociety ; and being fully convine- 
eq, that it is our indiſpenſible duty to eſtabliſh ſoch original principles of government 25 
© will beſt promote the general happineſs of the people of this State, and their poſterity, and 
provide for ſuture improvements, without partiality for, or prejudice againſt, any partico- 
lar claſs, ſect, or denomination of men whatever—do, by virtue of authority veſted in us 
© by our conſtituents, ordain, declare, and eftabl.ſh, the following declaration of rights, and 
trame of government, to be the Coaſtitotion of this Commanweal'h, and to remain * torte 
1 | LCD . 


* * * 
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| ; / 
hetein forever unaltered, except in ſuch articles as ſhall hereafter oh experience be found 
# require improvement, and which ſhall, /by the ſame authority of the people, fairly 
gelegated, as this frame of government direfts, de amended or improved, for the more 
fieQual obtaining and ſecuring the great end and deſign of all government, herein before 
entioned. | 
| \GoG GO: on pou oop ooo 
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he A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the State of Vermont. 


t. HA T all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, 
er- inherent, and unalienable rights; amongſt which are, the enjoying and defending 
dle BY life and liberty; acquiring, poſſeſſing, and protecting property z and purſuing and 
obtaining happineſs and ſatety. Therefore, no male perſon, born in this country, or 
ii. WH brought from over ſea, ought to be holden by law to ſerve any perſon, as a ſervant, flave, 
| or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty-one years; nor female in like manner, 
od WY after the arrives to the age of eighteen years; unleſs they are bound by their own conſent 
after they arrive to ſuch age; or bound by law for the payment of debts, damages, fines, 
coſts, or the like, | | . 
th 2. That private property ought to be ſubſervient to public uſes, when neceſſity 
in, WM requires it ; nevertheleſs, whenever any particular man's property is taken ſor the uſe of 
1i. Wh the public, the owner ought to receive an equivalent in money. 
Ti 3. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worſhip Almighty Ged 
h- according to the dictates of their own conſciences and underſtandings, as in their opinion 
ſhall be regulated by the word of God ; and that no man ought, or of right can be 
compelled, to attend any religious worſhip, or erect or ſupport any place of worſhip, or 
maintain any miniſter, contrary to the dictates of his conſcience; nor can any man be juſtly 
deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizeng on account of his religious ſentiments, or 
peculiar mode of religious wor ſhip; and that no authority can, or ought to, be veſted in, or aſ- 
ſumed by, any power whatſoever, that ſhall in any caſe interfere with, or in any manner con- 
trol, the rights ot conſcience, in the freeexercile of religious worſhip: nevertheleſs, every ſec 
or denominacion ef chriſtians ought to obſerve the Sabbath or Lord's day, and keep up ſome 
ſort of religious worſhip which to them ſhall ſeem moſt agreeavle to the revealed will of God. 
4. Every perſon within this Commonwealth ought to find a certain remedy, by having 
recourſe to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his perſon, property, 
or character: he ought to obtain right and juſtice freely, and without being obliged to 
purchaſe it—completely, and without any denial—promptly, and without delay; con- 
formably to the laws. 
5. That the people of this State, by their legal Repreſentatives, have the ſole, excluſive, 
and inherent right, of governing and regulating the internal police of the ſame, * + 
6. That all power being originally inherent in, and conſequeatly derived from, the 
people : therefore all officers of government, whether legiſlative or executive, are their 
truſtees and ſervants, and at all times, in a legal way, accountable to them, e's ko 
7. That government is or ought to be, inſtituted tor the common benefit, protection, 
and ſecurity, of the people, nation, or community; and not for the particular emolument 
or advantage of any ſingle man, family, or ſet of men, who are a part only of that com- 
munity : and that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeafible right, 
to reform or alter government, in ſuch manner as ſhall be, by that community, judged } 
muſt conducive tothe public wal. | 


. That .@e 


ſuch warrant or attachment, fiſt make oath, or affirm before the authority who may t 


| Exerciſed, but by the Legiflature, or by authority derived from it, to be exercifed in ſuch 
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8. That theſe who are employed in the legiſlative and executive buſineſs of the Stat 
way be reſtrained from oppreſſion, the people have a right, by their legal Reprelentative 
do enact laws for reducing their public officers to a private ſtation, and for ſupplying the 
vacancies, in a conſtitutional manner, by regular elections, at ſach periods as they m 
think proper. 8 | 
That all elections ought to be free and without corruption ; and that all freem 
having a ſufficient evident common intereſt with, and attachment to, the community, ha 
a right to ele& officers, and be elefted into ofſflee. 

10. That every member of ſociety bath a right to be protected in the enjoyment « 
life, liberty, and property, and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the 
pxpence of that protection, and yield his perſonal ſervice, when neceſſary, or an equivalex 
thereto ; but no part of a man's property can be juſtly taken from him, or 5 
public uſes, without his own conſent, or that of the repreſentative body of the freemen 
nor can any man, who is conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous of bearing arma, be juſtly compelled 

thereto, if he will pay ſuch equivalent : nor are the people bound by any law, but ſuch 
they have in like manner aſſented to for their common good. And previous to any la 
being made to raiſe a tax, the purpoſe for which it is to be raiſed ought to appearevident 
to — Legiſlature to be of more ſervice to the community, than the money would be if 
collected. 

11. That in all proſecutions for criminal offences, a man hath a right to be heard 
himſelf and his counſel to demand the cauſe and nature of his acculation—to be cot 
fronted with the witnefſes—to call for evidence in his favor, and a ſpeedy public trial | 
an impartial jury of the country, without the unanimous conſent of which jury he anne 
be found gu:lty :—nor can he be compelled to give evidence againft himſelf :—nor c 
any man be juſtly deprived of his liberty, except by the laws of «he land, or the judgment 
of bis Peers. 

12. That the people have a right to hold themſelves, their houſes, papers, and poflel. 
Gons, free from fearch or ſriaute; and therefore warrants, without oaths or affirmation 
firſt made, aFording ſufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer or meſſenget 
may be commanded or required to fearch ſuſpected places, or to ſeize any perſon. or 
perſons, his, her, or their property, got particularly deſcribed, are contrary to that right, 
and ought not to be granted. | 

13. That no warrant or writ to attach the perſon or eſtate of any frecholder withis 
this State, ſhall be ſued in civil action, without the perſon or perſons who may requel 


requeited to iffue the fame, that he or they are in danger of loſing his, her, or theu debts. 

14. That when an iſſue in fact, proper for the cognizance of a jury, is joined in 4 
Court of law, the parties have & right to 4 trial by jury; which ovght to be held facred. 

15. That the people have a right to freedom ot ſperch, and of writing and publiſhing 
their ſentiments, concerning the tranſactions of garernment :- and therefore the freedom 
of the preſs ought not to be reſtrained. 

16. The freedom of deliberation, fpeech and debate, in the Legiſtature, is ſo eſſentia 
29 the rights of che people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accuſation or proſecu- 
tion, action or complaint, in any other court or place whatſoever. 

17. The power of ſuſpending laws, or the execution of laws, 


ht never to be 


particular calcs only as the Legiſlature ſhall expreſsly provide for, 
18. That the prople have a right to bear arms for the defence of themſelves and the 
State: — Ind as ſtanding armies in the time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they ought 


not ta be kept up; and that the miluary ſhould be kept under ſtrict ſubordination to, and 


governea, bu, the civil powel, 19. That 


t9 1 


19. That no perſon in this Commonwealth can, in any caſe, be ſubjefted to lac 
artial, or to any penalties or pains by virtue of that law, except thoſe employed in the 
my, and the militia in actual ſervice, | | hou 
20, That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm adherence to 
ruſtice, moderation, temperance, induſtty and trugality, are abfolutely neceſſiry to preſetve 
the bleſlings of liberty, and Keep government tree: the people ought therefore to pay 
particular atten ion to theie points, in the choice of officers and Repreſentatives ; and have 
a tight, in a legal way, to exact a due and conſtant regard to them, from their legiſlators 
and magiſtrates, in the making and executing ſuch laws as ate neceſſary for the good 
goverament of the State, "x 0 
21. That all people have a natural and inherent right to emigrate from one State to 
another that will receive them; or to form a new State in vacant countries, or in ſuch 
countries as they can purchaſe, whenever they think that thereby they can promote their 
dwn happinets, | | 0 
22, That the people have a right to aſſemble together to conſult for their common 
good—to jnſtruct heir Repreſentaiives—and to apply to the Legiſlature for redreſs of 
g: ievances, by addrels, petition, or remonſtrance, * 8 
23. That no ꝓerſon ſhall be liable to be tranſported out of this State, for trial for any 
alf.ace committed within the lame. 3 
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HE Commonwealth or State of Vermont, ſhall be governed hereafter by a Gover® 
nor, (or Lieutenant-Governor) Council, and an Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives of 
the freemen of the ſame, in manner and form following. 
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" The ſupreme legiſlative power ſhall be veſted in a Houſe. of Repreſentatives of thy 
Hreemen, or Commonwealth, or State of Vermont. | 
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The ſupreme executive power ſhall be veſted in a Governor (or in his abſence * 
Lieutenant-Governor) and Council, . 


N 


Courts of juſtice ſhall be maintained in every county in this State, and alſo in new 
counties when formed; which Courts ſhall be open for the trial of all cauſes proper for * 
their cognizance, and juſtice ſhall be therein impartially adminiſtered, without corruption, 

C | | or 


t w * 
or unneecffacy delay. The Judges of the Supreme Court ſhall be Juſtices of the Peace 


hroughout the State, and the ſeveral Judges of the County Courts in their reſpetlie 
counties, by virtue of their offices, (except in the trial of ſuch.cauſes as may be appealed 


do the County Court.) 
ä en. 


A future Legiſlature may, when they ſhall conceive the ſame to be expedient and 
neceſſary, eret a Court of Chancery, with ſuch powers as are uſually exerciſed by that 
W Court, or as ſhall appear for the intereſt of the Commonwealth. Provided they do not! 
F @onſticute themſelve the Judges of the laid Court. 


ö . | 
tan 8 E.yC T I © N 
The legiſlative, executive, aad judiciary departments, ſhall be ſeparate and diſtinct, ſe 
that neither exerciſe the powers. properly belonging to the other. 
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In order that the freemen of this State might enjoy the benefit of election avequally ,; 
May be, each town within this State, that conſiſts, or may conſiſt, of eighty taxable inhabi- 
Eants, within one ſeptenary or ſeven years next after the eſtabliſhing this Conftitution, may 
Hold elections therein, and Chooſe each two Repreſentatives; and each other inhabited town 
in this State, may in like manner chooſe each one Repteſentative, torepreſent them in General 
Aſſembly, during the ſaid leptenary or ſeven years; and after that, each inhabited town 
may in like manner hold ſuch. election, & chooſe each one Repreſentative forever thereafter, 


$.E CF ren un. 


VI. 


? 


The Houſe of Repreſentatives of the freemen of this State, ſhall conſiſt of perſons moſt 
wored" for wiſdom and virtue, to be choſen by ballot, by the treemen of every town in (hit 
Hate reſpectively, on the fiſt I ueſday of Septeniber annually, forever. 
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The Repreſentatives ſo choſen, (a majority of whom ſhall conſtitute a quorum fo 
kran ſacting any other bufineſs than taiſing a State tax, for which two thirds of the members 
elected ſhall be preſent) ſhall meet on the ſecond Thurſday of the ſucceeding. Oftaber, and 
Mall be ſtiled, The Genera! Aſſembly of the State of Vermont: they ſhall have power to 
choole their Speaker, Secretary ot the State, theic Clerk, and other neccfary officers of th 
Houſe—fit og their own acjournments—prepare bills and enact them into law: judge of 
che elections and qualifications of their own-members :. they may expel members, but not 
for cauſes known to their conſtituents antecedent to their election: they may adminiſtet 
eaths or affirmations, in matters depending before them tedrets grievances—impeach 
State criminals—graat charters of incorporation - conſtitute towius, boroughs, cities, and 
counties: they may annually, in the firſt ſeſſion atter their election, and at other times 
hen vacancies happen, chooſe Delegates to Congteſs: and {hail alſo, in conjunction with the 
Cougeil, annvally, (or oftener it nerd be) elect Judges of the Supreme and ſeveral County 
.aad Probate Courts, Sheriffs, and Juſtices of the Eeace ;, and alſo, wick the 3 


bu 
and Brigadicr-Generals, from time to time, as often as there ſhall ho 
xccafion : and they ſhall have all other powers neceſſaty ſor the Legiſlature of a free and 
poveteign State :—But they ſhall have no power to add to, alter, aboliſh, or infringe, any 


art of this Conſtitution. 
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The ſupreme executive Council of this State, ſhall conſiſt of a Governor, Lieutenant« 
overnor, and.twelve perſons, choſen in the following manner, viz. The freemen of each 
town ſhall, on the day of election for chooſing Repreſentatives co attend the General Aſſem- 
bly, bring in their votes for Governor, with his name tairly written, to the Conſtable, who 
ſhall ſeal them up, and write on them, Yates for the Governor, and deliver them to the Re- 
preſentative choſen to attend the General Aﬀembly ; and at the opening of the General. 
Aſſembly, there ſhall be a Committee appointed out of the Council and Aſſembly, who, 
after being duly ſworn to the faithful diſcharge of their truſt, ſhall proceed to receive, ſort, 
and count, the votes for the Governor, and declare the perſoa who has the major part of 
the votes, to be Governor for the year enſuing. And if there be no choice made, then the 
Council and General Aſſembly, by their joint ballot, ſhall make choice of a Governor, — 
The Lieutenant-Governor and Treaſurer ſhall be choſen in the manner above directed. 
And each freeman ſhall give in twelve votes for twelve Councillors, in the ſame manner z. 
ind the twelve higheft in nomination ſhall ſerve for the enſuing year as-Couacillors.. 


SECTION II. 


The Governor, and in his abſence the Lieutenant - Governor, wich the Council, (a major 
part of whom, including the Governor or Lieutenant- Governor, ſhall be a quorum to- 
ranſaft buſineſs) ſhall have power to commifionate all officers,—and alſo to appoint effi- 
cers, except where proviſion is or ſhall be otherwiſe made by law, or this frame of govern- 
ment, —and ſhall ſupply every vacancy in any office, occaſioned by death or otherwile,, 
nul the oſñice can be filled in the manner ditected by law or this Conſtitution, They are 
o correſpond with. other States—tranſa&t - buſineſs with officers of government eivil and 

ilitary and coprepare ſuch buſigeſs as. may appear to them neceſſary to lay before the 
General Adembly. They ſhall fic as Judges to hear and determine on impeachments, 
taking to their aſſiſtance, for advice only, the Judges of the Supreme Court. And ſhall 
have power to grant pardons, and remit fines, in all caſes whatſoever except in treaſon and 
murder, in which they ſhall have power to grant reprieves, but not to pardon until after 
the end of the next ſeſſion of Aſſembly ;. and except in cafes of impeachment, in which 
there ſhall be no remiſſion or mitigation of puniſhment, but by act of legiſlation. They 
are alſo to take care that the laws be faithfully executed. They are to expedite the ex- 
ecution of ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon by the General: Aſſembly. And they 
may draw upon the Treaſurer for ſuch ſums as may be appropriated by the Houle of Re- 
preſentatives. They may alſo lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commo- 
dity, for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the receſs of the Houſe only. They may 
grant ſuch licences as ſhall be directed by law; and ſhall have power to call together the 
General Aſſembly, when neceſſary, before the day to,which they ſhall ſtand acjourned.. 
The Governor ſhall be Captain-General and Commander in Chief of che forces of the 
State, but ſnall not command in perſon, ,cxcept adviſed thereto by the Council, and then 


only 


f 


only as long as they ſhall approve thereof: and the Lieutenant-Governor ſhall, by virtus 
of his office, be Lieutenant-General of all the forces of the State. The Governor, or 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Council, ſhall meet at the time and place with the General 
Aſſembly: the Lieutenant-Governor ſhall, during the preſence of the Commander in 
Chicf, vote and act as one of the Council: and the Governor, and in his ablcnce the 
Lieutenant- Governor, Rell, by virtue of their offices, prefide in Council, and have a caſt. 
ing but no other vote. Every member of the Council ſhall be a Juſtice of the Peace for 
the whole State, by virtue of his office. The Governor and Council ſhall have a Scotetary, 
and keep fair books of their proceedings, wherein Th Councillor may enter his diſſent, 
with bis reaſons to ſupport it. 
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The Repreſentatives, having met, and choſen their Speaker and Clerk, ſhall each of 
them, before they proceed to buſineſs, take and ſubſcribe, as well the oath or affirmation 
of allegiance herein after directed, (except where they ſhall produce certificates ot their ha- 
ving theretofore taken and ſubſcribed the ſame) as the following oath or affirmation, viz, 


Don do ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that as a member of this Aſſembly, you 
gvill not propoſe, or aſſent, to any bill, vote, or reſolution, which ſhall appear to you injurious 1 
the people; nor do or conſent to any att or thing whatever, that ſball have a tendency 10 leſſen or 
abridge their rights and privileges, as declared by the conſtitution of this tate; but will, in al 
things, condu#t yourſelf as a faithful, boneft Repreſentative and Guardian of the people, accord. 
ing to the beſt of your judgment and abilities. (In caſe of an oath) So belp you God. (Aud is 
caſe of an afirmation ) Under the pains and penalties of perjury. 


c 


bi; And each member, before he takes his ſeat, ſhall make and ſubſcribe the * de- 


alaration, viz. "” 
You do believe in one Cod, the Creator Joy Governor of the univerſe, the rewarder of the 

good, and puniſber of the wicked. And you do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New 

T, Namen to be ʒiven by divine inſpiration; and own and profeſs the Proteſtant religion. - 


And no further or other religious teſt ſhall ever hereafter be ING of any civil officer fe 
or magiſtcate i in this State. 


„ 


T be doors of the houſe in which the General Aſſembly of this Commonwealth ſhall fit, 
ſhall be open for the admiſſion of all perſons who behave . me except only when the 
wellare of the State may require them to be ſhuc, th 


on er. 


T he votes and proceedings of the General Aﬀembly ſhall be printed (when one third 
of the members think it neceſſary) as ſoon as conveniently may be after the end of each 
ſeſſion, with the yeas and nays on any queſtion when required by any member, (except 
where the votes ſhall be taken by ballot) in which caſe every member fhall have a right to 
* the reaſons of his vote upon the minutes. 
SECTION 
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The file of che laws of this State, in future to be paſſed, ſna be, I is bereby enafled 
by the General Aſembly ef the State of Vermont. 
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To the end that laws, before they are enacted, may be more maturely conſidered, and 
the inconvenience of haſty determinations as much as poſſible prevented, alt bills which 
originate in the Aſſembly ſhall be laid before the Governor and Council for their reviſion 
nd concurrence, or propoſals of amendment; who ſhall return the ſame to the Aſſembly 
with their propoſals of amendment (if any) in writing; and if the ſame are not agreed to 
by the Aſembly, it ſhall be in the power of the Governor and Council to ſuſpend the 


offMpaſſing of ſuch bills until the next ſeſſion of the Legiſlature. Provided, that if the Gover- 
on or and Council ſhall negle& or refuſe to return any ſuch bill to the Aſſembly with written 
ha- propoſals of amendment, within five days, or before the riling of the Legiſlature, the ſame 
12, ſhall become a law, 


S EK CTI ON XVI.. 


No perſon ought, in any caſe, or in any time, to be declared guilty of treaſon or felony} 
by the Legiſlature, 
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Every man, of the full age of twenty-one years, having reſided in this State for the 
ſpace of one whole year next before the election of Repreſentatives, and is of a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour, and will take the following oath, (or afficmation) ſhall be entitled te 
all the previleges of .a freeman of this State. 


You ſolemnly feear, (or affirm) that whenever you give your vote or ſuffrage, touching am 
matter that concerns the State of Vermont, you will do it ſo as in your conſcience you ſhall judge 
will moſt conduce to the beſt good of the ſame, as eſtabliſhed by the Conſtitution, without fear or 
cer ver of any man. 4 


* 
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The inhabitants of this Commonwealth ſhall be trained and armed for its defence, undef 
ſuch regulations, reſtriftivns, and exceptions, as the General Aſſembly ſhall by law direct. 
the The ſeveral companies of militia ſhall, as often as vacancies happen, ele& their Captaing 

and other inferior officers, and the Captains and fubalterns ſhall nominate, and recommend 
the field officers ot their reſpective regiments, who ſhall appoint their ſtaff officers, 


M I 


All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the freemen of the State of Vermont, ſealed 
with the State ſcal, ſigned by the Governor, and in his abſence the Lieutenant-Governary, 
ard atteſted by the Secretary 3 which ſeal ſhall be kept by dhe Council. en 
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Every officer of State, whether judicial or executive, ſball be liable to be impeacked h 
the General Aſſembly, either when in office, or after his reſignation, or removal for mi 
adminiftration, All impeachments ſhall be before the Governor, or Lieutenant-Governg 

and Council, who ſhall hear and determine the ſame, and may award coſts. 
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As every free man, to preſerve his independenee, (if without a ſufficient eſtate) ovght 
have ſome profeſſion, calling, trade, or farm, whereby he may honeſtly ſubſiſt, there c 
be no neceſli.y for, nor uſe in, eſtabliſhing offices of profit, the uſual effects of which 2 
dependence and ſervility, unbecoming freemen, in the poſſeſſors or expectants, faction 
contention, corruption and diſorder, among the people. But if any man is called int 
public ſervice, to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right to a reaſonable con 
penſation; and whenever an office, through increaſe of fees or otherwiſe, becomes 
| 18 as to occaſion many to apply for it, the profits ought to be le ſſened by the Legi 

ature, And if any officer ſhail take greater or other fees than the laws allow him, eith 
directly or indirectly, it ſhall ever after diſqualify him from holding any office in this Stat 
a 
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No perſon in this State, ſhall be capable of holding or exerciſing more than one of th 
following offices, at the ſame time, viz. Governor, Licutenant-Governor, Judge of th 
Supreme Court, Treaſurer of the State, member of the Council, member ot the Gener 
Aſſembly, Surveyor-General, or Sheriff. 
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XXIV. 


The Treaſurer of the State ſhall, before the Governor and Council, give ſufficient ſect 
"rity to the Secretary of the State, in behalt of the Genefal Aſſembly ; and each High 
Sheriff before the firſt Judge of the County Court, to the I realurer of their reſpectis 
counties, previous to their reſpectively entering upon the execution of their offices, in fu 
manner, and in ſuch ſums as ſhall be directed by the Legiſlature. 
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The Treaſurer's accounts ſhall be annually audited, and a fair ſtate thereof laid befc 
he General Aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in October. 
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Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or military, in authority under this Statt 

| before he enter upon the execution of his office, ſhall take and ſubſcribe the follow.ng oat 
or affirmation of allegiance to this State, (unleſs he ſhall produce evidence that he ba 
before taken the ſame) and alſo the following oath or affirmation of office, (except ſuch 
mall de exempted vy the Legiſlature) viz, | | Tho 
N 8 ws 
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The oath or affirmation of allegiance, 
You do ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that you will be true and faithful to the State of Vermont; 
and that you will not, direttly or indirefly, do any at or thing injurious to the Conſtitution or 


government thereof, as eſtabliſhed by Convention. (It an oath) So belp you God, (If an affic- 


mation) Under the pains and penallies of perjury. 


The oath or affirmation of office. 

You —— — 4% ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that you will faithfully execute the office 
of ——— for the of -; and will therein do equal right and juſtice to all men, 
10 the beſt of your judgment and abilities, according to law. (If an oath) So belp you God, 
(If an affirmation) Under the pains and penalties of perjury. 
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Any Delegate to Congreſs may be ſuperſeded at any time, by the General Aſſembly 
appointing another in his ſtead, No man ſhall be capable of being a Delegate to repre- 
ſent this State in Congrels for more than three years in any term of fix years z—and no 
perſon who holds any office in the gift ot Congrels, ſhall, during the time of his holding 
fuch office, be elected to repreſent this State in Congreſs. 
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Trials of iſſues, proper for the cognizance of a jury, in the Supreme and County Courts, 
ſhall be by jury, except where parties otherwiſe agtee; and great care ought to be taken 
to prevent curruption or partiality in the ehoice and return, or appoiatment of jurics, 
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All proſecutions ſhall commence by the authority of the State of Vermont—all indict- 
ments ſhall conclude with theſe words, againſt the peace and dignity of the State, And all 
nes ſhall be proportionate to the offenees, | 
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The perſon of a debtor, where there is not ſtrong preſumption of fraud, ſhall not be 
continued in priſon after delivering up and aſſigning over, bona fide, all his eſtate, real and 
perſonal, in poſſeſſion, reverſion, or remainder, for the uſe ot his creditors, in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhall be hereafter regulated by law. Arid all priſoners, unleſs in execution, or 
eommitted- for capital offences, when the proof is evident or preſumption great, ſhall be 
bailable by ſufficient ſureties ; nor ſhall exceſſive bail be exacted for bailable offences, 
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All elections, whether by the people, or in General Aſſembly, ſhall be by ballot, free 

and voluntary : and any eleQor, who ſhall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, 
drink, monies, or otherwiſe, ſhall forfeit his right to ele& at that time, and ſuffer ſuch 
other penalty as the lays ſhall dire : and any perſon who ſhall, dircRly or indirely; 
81. 
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give, promiſe, or beſtow, any ſuch rewards to be elected, ſhall thereby be rendered inc: 


ble to ſerve for the enſuing year, and be ſubject to ſuch further puniſhment as a future 
— ſhall direct. va 


. 
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All deeds and conveyances of land ſhall be recorded in the Town Clerk's office in their 
reſpective towns; and, for want thereof, in the County Clerk's office of the ſame 
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The Legiſlature ſhall regulate entails in ſuch manner as to prevent perpetuities. 
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To deter more effectually from the commiſſion of crimes, by continued viſible puniſh- 
ment of long duration, and to make ſanguinary puniſhment leſs neceſſary, means ought to 
be provided for puniſhing by hard labour thoſe who ſhall be convicted of crimes not ca- 
pital, whereby the eriminal ſhall be employed for the benefit of the public, or for repara- 
tion of injuries done to private perſons: and all perſons, at proper times, ought to be per- 
mitted to ſee them at their labgur, 
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The eftates of ſuch perſons as may deſtroy their own lives, ſhall not, for that offence, 
be forfeited, but deſcend or aſcend in the ſame manner as if ſuch perſons had died in 4 
natural way. Nor ſhall any article, which {hall accidentally occaſion the death of any 
perſon, be henceforth deemed a deodand, or ia any wile forteited, on account of ſuch 
wiafortune. | 
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Every perſon, of good character, who comes to ſettle in this State, having firſt taken 
an oath or-affirmation of allegiance to the ſame, may purchaſe, or by other juſt means acc 
Juire, hold, and transfer land, or other real eſtate; and, after one year's reſidence, ſhalt, 

deemed à free denigen. thereof, and entitled co all the rights of a natural born ſubyed 
of this State, except that he ſhall not be capable of being elected Governor, Lieutenant ge. 

N Treaſuter, Councillor, or Repreſentative in Aſſembly, until after two yea pe. 
reſidence. | | 
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The inhabitants of this State ſhall have liberty, in ſeaſonable times, to hunt and fow! 


on the lands they hold, and on other lands not incloſed; and in like manner to fiſh in al 


boatable and other waters, not private property, under proper regulations, to be hereafts 
made and provided by the General Aſſembly. | 
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Laws for theencouragement of virtue, and prevention of vice and ininorality; öugüt 


| 


dught to be maintained in each town, for the convenient inſtruction of youth and one 
or more grammar ſchools be incorporated, and properly ſupported, in each county in 
his State. And all religious ſocieties, or bodies of men, that may be hereafter united or 
incorporated, for the advancement of religion and learning, or for other pious and cha- 
ritable purpoles, ſhall be encouraged and protected, in the enjoyment of the privileges, 
mmunities, and eſtates, which they in juſtice ought to enjoy, under ſuch regulations a 
he General Aſſembly of this State ſhall direct. | 
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The declaration of the political rights and privileges of the inhabitants of this State, is 
hereby declared to be a part of the Conſtitution of this Commonwealth; and 
to be violated on any ꝓretence whatſoever, 142 


% 
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ors In order that the freedom of this Commonwealth may be preſerved inviolate forever 


here ſhall be choſen, by ballot, by the freemen of this State, on the laſt Wedneſday in 
March, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-five, and on the laſt Wedneſday, 
in March in every ſeven years thereafter, thirteen perſons, who ſhall be choſen in the ſame 
manner the Council is choſen, except they ſhall not be out of the Council or General 
ſſembly; to be called The Council of Cenſors; who ſhall meet together on the firſt 
Wedneſday of June next enſuing their election, the majority of whom ſhall be a-quorum 
in every caſe, except as to calling a Convention, in which two thirds of the whole number 
lected ſhall agtee: — and whoſe duty it ſhall be to inquire, whether the Conſtitution has 

a preſerveQinviolate in every part, during the laſt ſeptenary (including the year of 
their ſervice); and whether the legiſlative and executive branches of government have 
performed their duty as guardians of the people, or afſumed to themſelves, or exerciſed, 
other or greater powers than they are entitled to by the Conſtitution :—they are alſo to 
Inquire, whether the public taxes have been juſtly laid and collected in all parts of this 
Commonwealth—ia what manner the public monies have been diſpoſed of—and whether, 
the laws have been duly executed. For theſe purpoſes, they ſhall have power to ſend for 
perſons, papers, and records: they ſhall have authority to paſs public cenſures—te or- 
der impeachments—and to recommend to the Legiſlature the repealing ſuch laws as ap- 
pear to them to have been enacted contrary to the principles of the Conſtitution :—theſe 
powers they ſhall continue to have, for and during the ſpace of one year from the day of 
their election, and no longer. The ſaid Council of Cenſors ſhall alſo have power to call 
a Convention, to meet within two years after their fitting, if there appears to them an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of amending any article of this Conſtitution which may be defective—ex- 
plaining ſuch as may be thought not elearly expreſſed-and of adding ſuch as are neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the rights and happineſs of the people: but The articles to be 


F. 


E 


o be conſtantly kept in force, and duly executed: and a competent number of ſchqals' 


ought not. 


q 
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, and the amendmenti fropoſed, and ſuchiartiles is ard propoſed to be added 
liſhed, ſhall be r at leaſt fix months before the day appointed tor the electio 


ef ſuch Convention, for the previous conſideration of the people, that they may have a 
1 opportunity of inftruRing their Delegates on. the ſubject. | 


ÞBy order of Convention, July 4th, 1796; 


MOSES ROBINSON, Preſident, 


ELIJAH PAINE, Secretary, 
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An act relating to Auditors and actions of account, 


For the better regulating actions of account, 


DE it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That when any 

defendant, in any action of account depending in any County Court in this 

tate, hall plead in his defence any plea, (which being true he ought not to 

ccount) it ſhal}'be tried by a jury: and if a verdict be found againſt him, the 

ourt ſhall enter up judgment that he account: and in ſuch caſe, and alſo where 

uch judgment ſhall be given on confeſſion, the Court may appoint three able The County 
udicious and indifferent men, Auditors in the eauſe; who ſhall: be ſworn to pei 
ear, examine, and adjuſt the account or accounts : and the Auditors appoint- 

d as aforeſaid, are hereby authorized and empowered to fix a time and place 

or the hearing and adjuſting the accounts aforeſaid : and upon the defendant's | 
efuſal (due notice being given him of the time and place affixed) to attend” their daty* 
upon them, and produee his aecounts, the Auditors ſhall award to the plain- | 

iff the whole of his demands: and upon the parcies producing to them their 

ccounts, the Auditors ſhall have power to adminiſter an oath unto them to 

anſwer ſuch interrogatories as they ſhall think proper,reſpeRing their account: 

and upon either of the parties refufal to take ſueh oath, or to anſwer ditectly 

to ſuch interrogatories, it ſhall be in the power of the Auditors to commit the 

party ſo refuſing, to goal, there to remain at his own charge, till he will ac- 

count, or anfwer as aforeſaid. 

And when the Auditors have adjuſted the accounts, or awarded as aforeſaid, . 

and returned the ſame to Court (either at the ſame ſeſſion or the next) that judg- ,. , 3 
ment ſhall be made up for the recovery of the ſum awarded, and coſt, without tobereacercotor 
appeal or review; together with ſuchyreaſonable coſts for the ſervice of the — 22 
Auditors as the Court ſhall award ;. which ſhall be, by the party in whoſe 

favor the caſe is determined, then paid down to the Auditors, and ſhall be al- 

lowed him in his vill of coſt. 

Provided, hat nothing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to prevent the provides 
appeal ot either plaintiff or defendant, from a- judgment rendered on the 

verdict of a jury, 5 | ; 


85 


STATUTES by FERMONT, 


a. 


Adultery, Polygamy, and Fornication, 


That in all actions brought on book accounts, and depending before an 
County or Supreme Court, the like method may de taken in appointing Ay 
ditors for the adjuſtment of accounts between the parties z and the Court ſhal 
| 200 Bo  pro- Enter up judgment for the recovery of ſuch ſum or ſums as ſhall be found 
aGions on book £O be in arrear by either party, with additional coſts as aforeſaid ; and no per. 
accounts, fon ſhall be allowed h:s oath touching the merits of the cauſe in queſtion, uati 
' judgment to account ſhall be given in ſuch action, either after verdi& or oi 
confeſſion. And in al} actions on book account, the original books ſhall b 
produced in Court, as well as before Auditors appointed as aforeſaid : and 
k 2 no account ſhall be aliowed upon the parties oaths, unleſs ſuch original bes 
— — as aforeſaid, except it ſhall appear that the ſame was providenti 
ally oſt, 
Provided always, That the plaintiff or defendant not reſiding in this Sta 
a ſworn copy of the original entry on book of ſuch non-refident ſhall bt 
allowed in ſtead of the original eatry. 
Be it further .enated by the authority eforeſaid, That Juſtices of the P 
Joficer power to {hall have the ſame power is actions of account on book, as is in this act give 
t accounts. to the County Courts, except that they ſhall have no power te appoint Aud 
tors, but ſhall, atter judgment ar decree that the defendant account, proceed 
in perſon to audit ſuch accounts. ; 


"DoD ˙ Gu og go< oc 
2 $a An act againſt Adultery, Polygamy, and Fornication. 


| EREAS, the violation of the marriage covenant is contrary to ih 
. command of God, and deſtruftive to the peace of families : 


BE it therefore. enaBed by the-General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, T Hat | 
any man be found in bed with another man's wife, or woman with anothet 
gm huſband, the perſons ſo offending, being thereof convicted before the Supre! 
—— Court, ſhall be ſeverely whipped on the naked body, not exceeding thirty- is 
PRO; . ſtripes.; unleſs it ſhall appear upon trial, that it was involuntary in one of th 
parties; in which caſe no puniſhment ſhall be inflicted on ſuch, party t 
| conſenting. 
r Ad + a perſon ſhall commit adultery, and be thereof convicted betc 
woulter), the Supreme Court, he, ſhe, or they, ſhall be ſet upon the gallows, for u 
ſpace of an hour, with a rope or ropes about his, her, or their neck or nec 
and the other end caſt over the gallows; and alſo thall be ſeverely whipped « 
the naked hody, not execeding thirty- nine ſtripes; and ſhall, from the op- 
tion of twenty-four hours after ſuch conviction, during their abode in this Sta 
wear a Capital A of two inches long, and proportionable bigneſs, cut 10 
| c 
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Adultery, Polygamy, and Fornication. 


loth of a comrary colour to their clothes, and fewed upon their upper gar- 
nent, on the out fide of their arm, or on their back, in open view. And if 
ny perſon or perſons, having been convicted and ſentenced for ſuch offence, 
1all, at any time, be found without their letter ſ@ worn, during their abode 


und this State, he or they ſhall, by warraat from any Juſtice of the Peace, be 
xr orthwith apprehended, and publicly whipped, not exceeding ten ſtripes; and 
nul, from time to time, ties queltes. 

0 


That if any man and woman, who have been, or ſhall hereafter be, divor- 
ed according to law, or where their marriage has been, or ſhall be, declared 


hereot convicted as atoreſaid, every ſuch perſon ſhall ſuffer the like pains and 
denalties as are above mentioned. 

Be it ſuriber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or perſons 
this State, being married, or who ſhall hereafter marry, do at any time pre- 
ume to marry acy other perſon, the former or other huſband or wife being 
live, or ſhall continue to live together ſo married, that then every ſuch offen- 
her ſhall ſuffer and be puniſhed as in caſe of adultery ; and ſuch marriage (hall 
de, and hereby is declared to be, null and void : which offenders ſhall be tried 
the county where they ſhall be apprehended, 


cel Always provided, That this act, or any thing therein contained, ſhall not 


end to any perſon or perſons whoſe huſband or wife ſhall be continually 
maining beyond the ſeas, by the ſpace of ſeven years together; or whoſe 
uſband or wife ſhall abſent him or hecſelf, the one from the other, by the 
ace of ſeven years together, in any part of this or the United States of Ame- 
ca, or elſewhere, the one of them not knowing the other to be living within 
at time. _ 

Provided aiſo, That this act ſhall not extend to any perſon or perſons, whoſe 
uſhand or wite has lately, or ſhall hereafter, go to lea in any veſſel, bound 
om one port to another, where the paſſage is uſually made in three moaths 


at ane, and ſuch veſſel has not been, or ſhall not be, heard of within the ſpace 
heit three full years next after their putting to ſea from ſuch pott; or ſhall only 
eue heard of under ſuch circumſtances as may rather confirm the opinion, com- 
ni 


only received, of the whole company's being utterly loſt, But in every ſuch 
aſe, the matter being repreſented to the Supreme Court, and made ſo to ap- 
pear, the · perſon whole huſband or wife is, or ſhall be, in this manner parted 
rom her or him, may be eſtcemed and declared ſingle and unmarried; and 
pon ſuch declaration thereof, and liberty obtained from the ſaid Supreme 
ourt, may lawfully marry again, Any thing in this act, to the contrary, 
otwithſtanding. 

Provided alſo, That this act, ſo far as the ſame relates to polygamy, ſhall 
ot extend to auy perſon or perſons, that are, or ſhall be, at the time of ſuch 
tal arriage, divorced, by any ſentence had, or hereafter to be had, agreeably to 
W ; got to any perſon or perſons, where the former marriage has m_ Jy 

2 | 


T5 


dull and void, ſhall cohabit or converſe together as man and wife, and be ther 


Puniſhment for 
divorced perſons 


cohabiting tote 


Puniſhment of 
Polygamy» 


Proviſe 


P. ovĩſo · 


Pon. 
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ſhall hereafter by ſuch ſentence be, declared to be void and of none eff:Q, 
nor to any perſon or perfons, for or by reaſon of any former marriage had or 
made, or hereafter to be had or made, within the age of conſent, that is to 
E fay, the man fourteen years of age, and the woman twelve. 
| Puniſhment of And be it further enadbed by the authority aforeaid, Fhat every perſon who 
— ſhall commit Fornication within this State, and be duly convicted thereof, be- 
fore any County Court in this State, before the intermarriage of ſuch perſons 
offending, fhall pay a fine, not exceeding four pounds, to the treafury of 
the county where ſuch. conviction ſhall be had; and it unable to pay the ſame, 
he er ſhe ſhall be aſſigned in ſervice by the Court before whom the conviction 
ſhall be had. f | | | 
Provided, That ſuch profecution ſhall be commenced within three months 
after the cffrace committed. 


— 


Rr 


Patel Moeb®, An a8 for the appointment and regulating of Attarnies, and pleadinghyar 


12 the bar. 
cee te . DE it enacted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the Su- 
AA preme add County Courts in this State ſhall appoint, and they are hereby 
6 empowered to nominate and appoint, Attornies, as there ſhall be occaſion, to 

plead at the bar; which Attornies ſhall; before the Court appointing them, 
take the following oath, viz, 

Thele oath; Lou ſrwear by the ever-living God, that you will do no falſebood, nor conſent to 

| any to be done, in the Court; and if you know of any to be done in the Court, you' 
Hall give knowledge thereof to the Fuſtices or Judges of ſaid Court, that the ſame 
may be reformed. ' You ſhall not wittingly and willingly, or knowingly, promote, ſue, 
or procure to be ſued, any falſe. or unlawful ſuit, or give aid or conſent to the ſame. 

You ſha!l demean yourſelf inabe office of an Attorney within the Court, according 1 
\ your beſt learning and diſcretion, and with all good fidelity, as well to 1he Court, as 

to the client. So belp you God. © : 

To beregires The adininiftering and taking of which oath, together with the appointment 
of any Attorney, ſhall be regiſtered by the Clerk ot the Cuurt wherein he ſhall 
be admitted, and ſhall be a ſufficient evidence of his admiſſion as an Attorney 
at the bar, in any Court in this State, 7 

Provided always, That the Supreme Court of Judicature in this State, ſhalt 

hereafter have the excluſive right of appointing and admitting Attornies to 
plead at their bar; and no Attorney, who ſhall be admitted to plead in the 
County Courts, as aforeſaid, (except the ſeveral State Attornies) ſhall thereby 

- be authorized or empowered to plead in the Supreme Court, without permiſſion 

or licence fitſt obtained-trom the Supreme Court. | 2 
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And be it further enacted by the authority afpreſaid, That in each eounty in this 
State, there ſhall be one State's Acttorucy, who ſhall proſecute, manage, and State's Attorney 
lead, in the county wherein he is appointed, in all matters proper for, and 
in behalf of, this State; which Attorney ſhall be appoiated by the reipeRive 
County Ceurts, and ſhall have a right to plead, in behalf of the State, as well 
in the Supreme as County Court, in the county where he is appointed: and ; 
the feveral Attornies, who ſhall be allowed and appointed as aforeſaid, ſhall, n ane be. 
from time to time, be under the direction of the Courts befote whom they wess. 
plead ; and the ſeveral Courts ſhall have power to fuſpend or difplace any of 
their Auornies, for miſdemeanors, or fine them not exceeding ten pounds, for 
each off-nce, 
And that perſons allowed as Attornies may be duly qualified to practice, 1 
Be it further enatled by the authority aforeſaid, I hat no perſon ſhall hereafter ue, 
be licenced, by either ot the Courts above mentioned, to practice the law in 4% fied. 
this State, without ſuch perſon applying ſhall have previouſly ſtudied at leaſt | 
three years with a licenced Attorney of this State, and, upon examination by g 
the ſaid Court, ſhall be found to have a competent knowledge of the laws; 
oc unleſs the perſon applying for licence ſhall have obtained a degree of Bache- 
lor of Aris, in ſome Uaiverſity or College, and have ſtudied atleaſt two years with 
a licenced Attorney ot this State, and upon examination by the ſaid Court, 2 
ſhall be found to have a competent knowledge of the laws for that purpoſe, 


Sr et one toe are ee rene eanoaoce 
j . 


An act for regulating and auditing the public Accounts. ner 


1787. 


FO R preventing of inconveniencies in the public accounts, and that no arrears Pn. 
in the State accounts be ſtanding out after the year be expired: of | 


8 TY 
* 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That propet 
perioos ſhall, by the General Aſſcmbly, be appointed annually, in Octo- — is 
ber, to make up and audit the State's accounts with the Treaſurer of the State; 
which accounts ſhall be audited and pertedted before the next annual ſitting of 
ine General Aſſembly, And all perſons who ſhall be appointed to audit laid 
counts, ſhall, before their entering upon that ſervice, take an oath for the Aad fem! 
luthtul performance of their truſt. 1 hat the Treaſurer ſhall make himſelfdebtor 
ior the ſeveral ſums due from every of the towns in this State, and all monies — 
paid into the treaſury, and alſo for all fines belonging to the State treaſury, «ebtor, . 
which ſhall come to his knowledge; and give himſelf credit for the ſeveral 
payments and abatements made, (according to law) until he ſhalt balance the 
Nate accounts as aforeſaid: and this the ſaid Treaſurer ſhall do annually, en the 
penalty of one hundred pounds, to be forteited to the public treaſury, tor every — 
womn after ſuch ſeſſion- annually, that he ſhall neglect to make vp and perfect 
"Fg * 


STATUTES on VERMONT. 


ww 


24 Barratry. Baſtardy. 
ſaid accounts; to be ſued for and recovered by the Secretary of the State, to 
and jor the uſe of the State, by virtue of ditections to be givea him by the ( 
| Auditors. ' 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Clerk of the Su- 
| pe Onan preme Court ſhall annually give an account to the Treaſurer of the State, of all Wh, 
»<2oupt of fiaes, (he fines Cue to the public treaſury, and from whom payable, that the ſame - 
| may be collected and diſpoſed of for the uſe of the State; and ſhall alſo tranſmit a ( 

a copy thereof, at the lame time, to the Auditors of puolic acceunts. 1 
\ ki 
FF Oraaheoraene , 
Pi 
1 1 An act againſt Barratry and common Barrators. " 


* 


BE it eualled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any per- 

lon ſhall be proved and acjudged a common Barrator, vexing others by 

Fineforbarnatty. promoting unjuſt, frequent, and needleſs ſuits, he ſhall pay a fine of ten pounds 
| to the treaſury of the county, by order of the Court before whom he ſhall be 
convicted; and before the ſame Court ſhall become bound, with two ſureties, 

for his good behaviour, (for one year at leaſt) or on refuſal, ſhall be commit- 

FEM ted to priſon, there to remain for ſaid time, or until he find ſureties as afore- 
way be ieh Ged. ſaid. And the Court before whom any ſuch vexatious ſuit ſhall be brought, 
may, and is hereby empowered, to reject ſuch ſuit, giving coſt to the adveiſe 


party, b ere 


| bra, y. 27s An act concerning Baſtards and Baſtardy. 


BE it enadted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That he who it 
4 acculed by any woman of being the father of a baſtard child, begotten ot Ne 
Maico des ber body, ſhe continuing conſtant in ſuch accuſation, being examined upon 
tobe acexonts- Oath, and puc to the diſcovery of the truth in the time of her travail, ſhall be ad. 
— Boer * jodged the reputed tather of ſuch child, notwithſtanding his denial thereof z and 
Court, ſhall Rand charged with the maintenance thereof, with the aſſiſtance of the 
mother, as the County Court in that county where ſuch child is born ſhall or- 
der; and pive ſecurity to per{orm ſuch order, and alſo to ſave the town ot 
pl-ce where ſuch child is born, free from charge for its maintenance. And ſaid 
Court may commit to priſon ſuch reputed tather, until he find ſureties for the 8 

ſame, unleſs the pleas, proofs, and evidence, made and produced on the part 
| | of the man, and other circumſtances, be ſuch, that the Court, having cognizance ¶ vp; 
Accuſed peifon of the ſame, ſhall ſee teaſon to adjudge him innocent; in which caſe they ſhall I ee 
er and may otherwiſe diſpoſe of ſuch child. And every Juſtice of the Peace, 4 75 
his Gilcretion, may bind to the next County Court, him that is charged with: W gz, 

| 1 begetting | 


8 
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tegerting fuch baſtard child ; and if the woman be not then delivered, ſaid. 
Court may order the-continuance or removal of the bond, that he may be 
forthcoming when ſuch child is born, 

And be it further enactad by the authority aforeſaid, That whenever the woman « 
mall neglect to proſecute for the maintenance ot her baſtard ehild, the Select a may 
men of any town interefted in the ſupport of ſuch child, where ſufficient —— tf 
ſecurity ſhall not be offered to fave laid town from all charge and expence of the chil. 
iantaining the ſame, may bring forward a ſuit, in behalf of ſuch town, againſt 

him who ſhall be accuſed of begetting ſuch child ; and may alſo take up and 

pu-fue any (uit begun by the mother of ſuch child, for the maintenance there- 


of, in calc ſhe ſhall tail to profecute the ſame to final judgment. 


0 


; r <YogonPngoovg , 

r . | 

. An act for marking and branding Cattle and Sheep. nnn 
I x 


eo prevent diſputes and differences that may ariſe in the owning and claiming tunic. 
FY Cattle and Sheep, that may be loſt or fray away, 


DE it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That all the , 
owners of any Cattle or Sheep, within this State, may ear mark or brand — f 

their Catile and Sheep, and caule their ſeveral marks or brands to be regiſ- or branded 

ered in the town book. 

And if any perſon or perſons ſhall alter, cut out, or deface, the mark or n 

rand of any fuch Cattle or Sheep, not being the proper owner thereof, or | 

thout the leave of the owner, he or they, ſo offending, and being duly con- eons oo v5 

Red thereof before any Court proper to try the ſame, ſhall forfeit treble tige 

alue of the Cattle or Sheep whoſe mark or brand ſhall be ſo altered, cut our, 

defaced. ; one half to him or them who ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, and 


of e other half to the treaſury of the county where the oftence ſhall be commit- 
200 ed, it che proſecution ſhall be in the County Court; and to the treaſury of 
ad- Ne town where the offence (ball be committed, if the proſecution be before's 
20d WWiſtice'of che Peace. I 


_ 7 


An act regulating proceſſes and proceed ings in eivil Cauſes, ©. --.- 
Fc without regularity, which is the beawty, and ought to be the tenor r 
every proceeding, it is not to be expected that any thing can be happily accom* _ _ . © 


Plilhed ; much leſs that the various attions and pleas that may ariſe among the | 
g%0d people of this State, may be iſſued and deter minad with preciſion and juſtice, 
T berefore, that oar ſyſtem of juriſprudence may moſt effettually anſwer the benefi= 
va! purpoſes for which it was Uefigned : 9 By 


% _- 
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DE enaZed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the ordina- 
—— ry mode of proceſs in civil eauſes, in the ſeveral Courts of Judicature 
—— within this State, ſhall be by ſummons or attachment, and according to the 

form provided by law. And every procels to be commenced before any Coun. 
F wits ty Court within this State, ſhall be ſigned by a Judge or Clerk of the County 

* Court before which the cauſe is to be tried, or by a Juſtice of the Peace of the 

ſame county, And all vrus and proce ſſes triable in the Supreme Court, and 

therein arigioally commenced, ſhall be figned by a Judge of the ſame. And 

The extent of All wrus, ſigned by a Judge or Clerle of the County Court, as aforeſaid, 2 

— well original as judicial, ſball run iato any county or place within this State, 
and be there executed by any aficers to wham directed. 

And all original writs,. returnable in either of ſaid Courts; ſhall mention the 

Court, time and place of appearance, and contain a declaration, ſetting fort 

— the cauſe of the action, according to due form of law, And all writs and pro- 

Te ceſſes, iſſued as afareſaid, ſhall be directed to the Sheriff, his Deputy, or ſome 

| Conſtable of the town where the fervice 19:to be made, except where both 

Sheriff and Conſtable are parties, or intereſted, in which caſe the writ may be 

directed to, and the ſervice done by, any Conſtable within the county: and 

in caſe no ſuch officer can he ſeaſonably had, the writ may be directed to an 

indifferent. perſon, being named, and ſhall be ſerved; in all cafes, twelve du, 

at leaſt, before the time of ſitting of the Court to which it is returnable, in- 

cluding the day of ſervice :. and that no writ, in a eivil cauſe, ſhall be mad 

returnable at any adjourned County Court. 

L Andi it further enated by the authority aforeſaid; That all writ» of fummon 
wall be ſerved by reading the ſame to the detendant, or by leaving an atteſted 
copy thereof at his or her laſt and uſual place of abode... And that when the 

$ ar eſtare of any perſon ſhall be attached at the ſuit of anather, a copy i 

id attachment, and a liſt of the articles attached, atteſted by the officer ſa- 
ving the ſame, ſhall be delivered to the party whule goods or eſtate are attach- 
ed or left at his or her dwelling houſe, or laſt and uſual-place of abode. And 

il the perſon, whoſe eſtate is attached, is not an inhabitant of this Sate, then 

ſuch copy ſhall be left with his or her tenant, agent, or attorney, it any | 

known, or, for want thereof, at the place where ſuch eſtate was attached: 
and the ſerving thereof ſhall be certified by a ſworn officer who executed ide 
— or by the affidavit of ſome diſintereſted perſon who delivered ii 
\ ame, | 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no attachment (b4 
ment may be be granted againlt any perlon who is a trecholder and inhabitant of this: State 
— until the perſon requeſting che lame ſhall make oath, or affirm, before tx 
$ authority to whom. apphcation ſhall be made, that he is. in danger of loWy 
the matter in demand, and alſo give ſuffieient ſecurity: to proſecute his ati 

ta effect, and anſwer all damages: if he ſhall not ſupport it: and in ſuch c 

attachment may be granted againſt the goods vr eſtate of 2 
i 9 1 ä tor 
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for want thereof, againſt his body. And when any perſon, authorized as afore- 
ſaid to ſign writs, ſhall iſſue a replevin, which he is hereby empowered to do, 
(except to replevy- the debtor's goods or chattels taken in execution, or for the 
payment of fines or rates) he ſhall take ſufficient ſecurity from the perſon 
praying 2 replevin, io the adverſe party, to proſecute ſuch writ to effe&, or 
in default thereof to re-deliver the eſtate replevied into the cuſtody of the per- 
fon trom whom it ſhall be taken, and anſwer all damages eccaſioned by iffuing: 
ſuch writ. — 

And be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That where both plaintiff 1 
and defendant are inhabitants of this State, the action or ſuit hall de brought wirs tut li u 
in the county where one of the parties refide, otherwiſe the writ ſhall abate, * brovght. | 
and the defendant ſhall recover double coſts. And where either party is not 
an inhabitant of this State, the action or ſuit ſhall be brought in the county 
where the other party reſides, 

Provided akvays, That when title of land ſhall be in diſpute, and in actions 
for treſpaſſes committed upon freeholds, the trial ſhall be in the osunty where 
the land lies, 

And be it further ena#ed by the autbority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall appear 
to the ſatistaction of the Court, that the party againſt whom ſuit is brought is 
abſent from the State at the time of commeneing fuch ſuit, and ſhall not return 
or come within the ſame before the cime for trial, the Court where ſuch ſuit is H agu 
brought, ſhall continue the action to the next Court, (unleſs the plaintiff ſhall 4ce not stamm, 
make it appear to the ſatis faction of the Court, that the defendant had notice of — 
the ſervice of ſuch proceſs a ſufficient time before the return thereof, to have 
appeared at ſaid Court and had a trial) and if the defendant do not then appear 
in per ſon, or by attorney, and be fo remote that the notice of ſuch ſuit could 
not probably be eonveyed to him during the vaeation, the Court may further 
continue the act ion to the next Court, and no longer. And in ſueh caſe, where 
judgment ſhall be entered up by default, (except where ſuch notice as afore- 
ſaid ſhall be proved) execution or writ of ſeizin ſhall not iſſue until the plaintiff. 
mall have given bond, with one or more ſufficient ſureties, in double the value 
of the eſtate or ſum of money recovered by ſuch judgment, to make reſtitution, 
refund and pay back ſuch ſum as ſhall be given in debt or damages, or ſo- 
much as ſhall be recovered by writ of review, which may be brought within 
one year next after entering up of the firſt judgment, if upon ſuch ſuit the 
judgment ſhall be annulled, reverſed, or altered; and plaintiff in review may 
take the benefit of all pleas and advantages that he might have done in the 
original ſuit, And the ſecurity aforeſaid ſhall be no further anſwerable than 
for the recovery which ſhall be made upon ſuch ſuit to be commenced within 
one year, as aforeſaid. 

And be it further enaeted by the authority aforeſaid, That all writs, proceſſes; ' 1 
declarations, indictments, pleas, anſwers and _— in the ſeveral Courts of —— 
Jullics within chis State, de in the Engliſh languege, except teetinical terms. - 
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And that no ſummens, proceſs, writ, judgment, or other proceedings in 
| ty be Courts or .courſe of juſtice, ſhall be abated, arreſted or reverſed, for any kind 

ate want f 6 - , 
of fa m. of clerical errors or miſtakes, where the perſon and caſe may be rightly under. 
Mood by the Court, nor through defect or want of form only. And the Judg. 
es, on motion made, may order amendment thereof, And if any perſon ſhall 
1 cauſe proceſs te be ſerved on another, for any matter or cauſe, and dilcontinue 

his ſuit, or be non: ſuit therein, the Court where ſuch proceſs is returnable, 
ſhall give judgment for the defendaat to recover reaſonable coſts, 
And in cale the detendant in any fuit, being duly ſer ved with proceſs, and 
Pefendent vor FEWwrn thereof being made into the Court where the ſame-is returnable, do net 
| &-. appear in perſon or by attorney, his default ſhall be recorded, and judgment 
be entered up againft him thereon, unleſs on or before the third day, incluſive, 
after thefirſt day ot the fitting of the Court, he ſhall come into Court and move 
for a trial; in which caſe he ſhall be admitted thereto, upon paying down to 
the adverſe party, the coſt he has been at: and the plainuft (hall pay for 
entering the action a new. | 
And be it further enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That the Judges of the 
Sw © Pd Supreme and leveral County Courts reipettively, within the State, be, and 
- hereby are empowered, to make neceſſary rules for the orderly practice in ſuch 
Glerks. Coufts ; ſo that ſaid rules be not repugnant to the laws of this State: and 
alſo, from time to time, to appoint a Clerk to officiate in their reſpective 
| Courts, and to do all things proper to that office; who ſhall be under oath 
well and truly to execute and diſcharge the ſame. 

Special verdiQs. And be it further enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That the Judges of the 
1 Supreme and County Courts ſhall determine matters of law, ſtated and referred 
to them by the Jury in their ſpecial verdicts; which verdicts the Jury, in all 
caſes wherein they doubt of the law, ſhall have liberty to give therein, -fiading 
and preſenting the facts, and thereon ſtating and putting the queſtion in law, 
viz. If the law be ſo, then we find that the defendant is grilty of the matter 
alledged againſt bim in the plaintiff's declaration, (or, did aſſume upon himſelf and 
promiſe, in manner and form as the plaintiff in bis declaration bath alledged, &c. 
as the iſt ue may be) and therefore find for the plaintiff damages, ani 
bis coſts: tut if the law be otherwiſe, we find for the defendant «bis coſts. 

And be.it further .cnafted by the autbority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be in the 
liberty ot either party to appeal trom the judgment given in any County Court, 
unto the next ſtated or adjoutned Supreme Court of Judicature, to be holden 
withia and for the ſame county; or once, and no more, to review his cauſe 
at the next ſtated or adj durned ſeſſion of the County Court: and it ſhall be 
in the liberty of either party to review his cauſe at the next Rated or aj ourned 

ſeſſion of the Supreme Court, in the ſame county. And the party claiming 
7 to pro- àn appeal or review in either of the caſes before mentioned, before his appeal 
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or review be allowed, (whieh ſhall not be after the ſeſſion of the Court whereia 
the judgment was readered) ſhall give ſufficient ſecuricy, by way of recognty 
| 3 f 8 ance, 
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zance, to the adverſe party, to proſecute the ſame to effect, and anſwer and 
pay all intervening damages occaſioned to the appellee or reviewee, by his 
being delayed, with additional coſts, in taſe the judgment be affirmed : and 
execution ſhall be ſtayed and ſuſpended until after the trial had upon the ap- — 
peal or review. And the party appealing ſhall produce and give in to the . 
Court where ſaid appeal is to be tried, atteſted copies of the writ, judgment, 
and ell the evidences filed in the Court from whence ſuch appeal was granted. 
Provided, That no appeal or review ſhall be allowed in either of the Courts 
before mentioned, where the judgment went upon default. —_— 
Provided alſo, That where judgment ſhall be given in any ſuittwice for the 
ſane party, no appeal or review ſhall afterwards be allowed. 3 
Provided alſo, That no appeal be allowed from the County to the Supreme 
Court, in any action brought on bond, bill, note, or liquidated accounts, punis. 
unleſs by ſpecial permiſſion of the Judges of the County Court, upon conſi- 
deration of the equity of the appellant's cauſe, 


And te prevent appeals from the jutlpment of the Courts before-mentioned, Prambles 
with a view of delaying juſtice ; * 4 ; ; 


It is further enatled by the authority aforeſaid, That whenever any perſan -e 

ſhall appeal from the judgment of any County Court, as before-mentioned; — 

ſhall fail co bring forward and proftcute his appeal to t ffect, in manneras. ” 

above is provided, it ſhall be lawful in ſuch eafes tor the appeHlee to enter his 

complaint in the Court to which ſaid appeal did lie, and producing arreſted 

copies of the judgment and evidence neceſſary for that purpoſe to the ſaid cout to award 

Court, the ſaid Court ſhall award to the appellee the debt or damages, and coſts #% teck. 

recovered by the firſt judgment, and the intereſt thereof at the rate of Welve ** * 

pet centum per annum, together with additional coſts. 

And be it further enatled by the autbority aforeſaid, That in caſes proper for 

iſſuing an audita querela, the ſame ſhall be allowed if judgment was ten- gy whomauilits 

dered in the Supreme Court, and ſigned by a Judge of the fame; bor it the 2 * 
* 


* 


judgment was had in the County Court, the ſaid writ ſhall he ſigned and al. 
lowed by two Judges of the Court laſt mentioned; and ſufficient fecurity ſhall 

be taken by the Judge or Judges allowing the writ, for the re-delivery ef the | 
body or eſtate, (as the caſe may be) to the cuſtody of the officer having the Bond to be tak 
lame in poſſeſſion, if the ſame ſhall be awarded, or in default thereof, the pay- 

ment of the debt or damages, and coſt. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That any Judge of the 
Supreme Court may allow and lign writs of certiorari, in cafes proper for the By whem 
ifluing ſuch writ, taking bond tor colts of proſecution in the form directed 3 
by law in caſe of appeals, | a 
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30 Engliſh Laws adopted. Communities. 
PuiMut, An a adopting the Common and Statute Law of England. 


1787. 


FHEREAS it is impoſſible, at once, to prov ide particular ſtatutes applicabl⸗ 
mmi to all caſes wherein law may be neceſſary for the happy government of this 
people. And whereas the inhabjtants of this State have been habituated to con- 
form their manners to the Engliſs laws, and bold their real eſtates by Engliſh 
Lenures. 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That ſo much of 

The common the common law of England as is not repugnant to the Conſtitution, or 

tf to any act ot the Legiſlature of this State be, and is hereby adopted, and ſhall 
be, and continue to be, law within this State. 


And whereas the ſtatute lau of England is fo conneRed and interwoven with 

Preemble. the common law, that our juriſprudence would be incomplete without it : 

| 5 ä Therefore, | 

Be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That ſuch ſtatute laws, and Wl © 
parts of laws, of the Kingdom of England and Great-Britain, as were paſſed © 
. tes before the firſt day of October, Anno Domini one thouſand ſeven hundred ans © 
bn ft · ſixty, for the explanation of the common law, and which are not repugnant toll ” 
f the Conſtitution, or ſome act of the Legiſlature, and are applicable to the ll © 
circumſtances ot the State, are hereby adopted, and made, and ſhall be, and 
continue to be, law within this State: and all Courts are to take notice theæ- ? 


of, and govern themſelves accordingly. | 
>©000000909040-00q490—gcno 00.000 0 


rent Ted-27» An act for enabling Communities to ſue for and defend their rights, eltatts, 
ack and intereſts. 


| T is bereby ena ed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont; That if p 
Communities ſhall be lawful for all and every town, diſtrict, ſociety, truſtees for ſchools 
- bay and de- proprietors of common or undivided lands, grants, and other eſtates and inte 

' reſts, and all other lawful ſocieties or communities whatſoever, to ſue, com- ] 
N 


mence and proſecute, any ſuits or actions fur the maintaining or recovering d 
* their grants, intereſts or eſtates, in any Court proper to try the ſame; and (0 
appear, eicher by themſelves, agents, or atcornies :: and in like manner to de, p 
fend in all ſuch ſuits and actions as ſhall be brought or commenced againſt them. 


And when any ſuch town, diſtrict, ſociety, truſtees, proprietors, or otheil © 
8 fry. COMMunity as aforcſaid, ſhall be ſued, it ſhall be ſufficient notice for them (« 1 
* Jug the wiit== appear and aviwer, to leave a true copy of the writ or ſummons in ſuch fi 


with their Clerk, or other principal member, inhabitant, or proprietor, thirty 
+ days before the ſitting of the Court where the cauſe is to be heard. 
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And when judgment ſhall be rendered againſt any ſuch town, diſtrict, ſoci- 
ety, or other community, execution ſhall iſſue accordingly, and may be levied 
on the perſons or eſtates of the Selectmen of ſuch town or diſtri, or of the 
truſtees for ſchools, and alſo of the Clerk, or other principal officer or member 
of ſuch ſociety or community, which ſhall be liable to be taken thereby; which Notts be 19d 
execution ſhall nov be granted until ſixty days after the judgment ſhall be re- * 60 dan. 
covered: and the perſon or perſons ſo made liable to be taken in exeeution, 
are hereby empowered and directed immediately to warn a meeting of the 
inhabitants of ſuch town, diſtri, ſociety or diſtrifts for ſchools, or other com- 
munity, who are to raiſe or levy a tax on ſaid town, ſociety, diſtri or other 2 — 
community, ſufficient to ſatisfy ſuch judgment, and coſt; which ſhall be col- j»4ymeate. - 
leted by the Conſtable or Conſtables of the town, or diftrit, or ſuch other 
Collector as ſhall for that purpoſe be appointed, and paid to the Treaſurer of 
ſuch town, diſtri, ſociety or other community, or to the ſaid Truſtees : And 
the perſon or perſons, ſo made liable as aforeſaid, are empowered to draw a 2 
ſufficient ſum out of ſaid treaſury, to ſatisfy the judgment therewith : and in — 4s 
caſe the inhabitants or members of ſuch community, ſo warned, ſhall neglect l. 
to raiſe the money, ſuch perſons ſo made liable as aforeſaid, are hereby empow- 
ered to aſſeſs ſaid inhabitants or members of ſaid community, and their eſtates, 
in a ſum ſufficient to pay ſaid debt and coſts, with all other incideatal 
charges; which ſhall be collected and paid as aforeſaid, 

And the ſaid perſons ſo made liable and levying ſaid tax, are hereby made | 
accountable to their conſtituents or ſucceſſors in office, when thereunto by them , ow 
requeſted, under the penalty of fifry pounds for each omiſſion, to be recovered 4 
by any perſon or perſons who will proſecute for the ſame to effect; one half 
ot ſaid penalty to be to and for the uſe of the perſon proſecuting to effect, and, 
tbe other halt to and for the uſe of the community ſo injured. 


On whomerecy« 
tions to levied. 
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An act eſtabliſhing the Conſtitution of VermonT, and for determining who Pam Mah 1 
are entitled to the Privileges of the Conſtitution and Laws. 1757. 


E it enabled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the Con= 
ſtaucion of this State, as reviſed and eftabliſhed by Convention held at The Conttitutts 
Mancheſter in June one thouſand ſeven huadred and eighty+ſix, ſubject to ſuch , 1 why 
ai!erations and additions as ſhall be made agreeably to the XLth Section in the 

Pian of Government, ſhall be forever conſidered, held and maintained, as part 

ot the laws of this State. ; 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid; That all the ſubjects of the n. 
Vaiced States of America, ſhall, within this Common gealth, be equally enti- The ee 
tled to the privileges of law and juſtice with the citizens of this State, in all tohavethe — 
aules proper for the cognizance ot the civil auchority and Courts of Judiea- 46% e. 
ture 
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ture in the ſame, and that without partiality and delay: and that no mat 
perſon ſhall be reſtrained or impriſoned unleſs by authority of law. 
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1 wg 27 An act directing Conſtables in their office and duty. 
BE it enalled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That one or tm 
„ Conſtables ſhall be choſen annually, by each town in this State; who ſhi 


Sede en, be {worn by ſome Juſtice of the Peace, or the Town-Clerk of ſuch town, « 
„. cording to law. And it ſhall be the duty of the firſt Conſtable choſen annual 
in each town, to levy and collec their State taxes, and make up their account 
thereof with the Treaſurer. | 
And every inhabitant of this Commonwealth tendered to any Conſtable d 
any town in this State, by a Conſtable or other officer belonging to any of the 
( op neighbouring States, with a warrant from their authority, ſhall prefently be 
totem, — Tectived, and forthwith conveyed from Conſtable to Conſtable, by the reſpec 
| tive Conſtables in this State, until ſuch perſon ſhall be brought unto the place u 
which he or ſhe is ſent; or if for the eommiſſion ot any crime, before ſome 
Juſtice of the Peace in this State, who ſhall diſpoſe of ſuch perſon as the natur 
of the cuſe may require. : 
And every Conſtable ſhall duly receive all hye-and-cries, and the fame dil 
| gently purſue to full effect; ſuch as ate granted and ſent out after capital a 
To u fue boe- Criminal oſtenders, at the coft and charge ot this State; but ſuch as are takt 
a; bo out dy particular perſons, in their own caſes, at the coſt and charge of thok 
who take them out. 
That every Conftable in this State ĩs hereby authorized and fully empower 
Cong. be may ed, to put forth purſvits, or hoe- and. eries, after murderers, peace breaken, 
put fon bue- © thieves, robbers, burglars, and any other capital offenders, where no Juſtice o 
Suat dt. the Peace is near at hand : as elſo, without warrant, to apprehend ſuch as art 
overtaken wich drink, guilty of profane ſwearing, ſabbath breaking: all 
vagrant perſons, and unſeaſonable night-walkers :—(provided they are taken 
and apprehended in the ſact, either in the fight of the Conftable, or immediate 
antw'thoutwar- information of ſome others) and them keep in ſafe cuſtody, until opportuolty 
S den base ler ves to bring them before the next Juſtiee of the Peace for further examina: 
. tion, in order to their being proceeded againſt according to law. 

That each and every Conſtable ſhall have power and authority to ſerve and 
execute ſuch lawful precepts, Writs, and warrants, as are directed to him Þy 
proper authority, within the ton only where he, belongs; and ſhall have the 
ag ferre mit, power of water-bailiffs in their reſpective towns, when and where there (ball 
8 be ocealion for the ſame. 


Provided nevertheleſs, That when any Conſtable is employed or commanded 
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ſhall not do it without a warrant in writing, 


And 


by any Juſtice of the Peace, to apprehend or arreſt any perſon or perſons, he 
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And be it furtber ena#ted by the authority aforeſaid, That all Conſtables ſhall 8 4 


make due preſentment of all breaches of law coming to their knowledge, to mike preſent- 

ſome authority proper to receive the ſame, once in every month, And if any = , 
Conſtable ſhall neglect to make ſuch preſentment, and be thereot legally con- 
victed, he ſhall pay a fine of five ſhillings to the treafury of the town where 
be belongs. | 


And the better to enable, and more effeually to oblige, the reſpefive Conſtables Prexable, 
to execute their office, | 


Be it ſurther enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon ſhall refuſe - W..9 * 
at any time to affiſt the Conſtable in the execution of his office, being by him gag to #38 the 
duly thereunto required, he ſhall forfeit a ſum not exceeding two pounds; 
and if any perfon ſhall wilfully, obſtinately, or contemptuouſly, refuſe to 
affiſt ſuch Conſtable, as is befure expreſſed, he ſhall forfeit and pay a fine not 
exceeding five pounds: both of which fines ſhall be to the uſe of the town 
where the offence is committed: the laid offcnce to be heard and tried by a 
Juſtice of the Peace. 

And in caſe any town, by the dea:h or removal of the Conſtable thereof, 
ſhall become wholly deſtitute of ſuch officers, the Selectmen of ſuch town See 
ſnall forthwith warn a meeting of the inhabitants of ſuch town, who ſhall 
aſſemble and proceed to the choice of a Conſtable, or Conſtables, to ſupply 


the vacancy io made; which officers ſhall be ſworn according to law. 


\ 
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An act for authenticating and regiſtering Deeds and Conveyances. put Monk 
17% „ 

* 70 R preventing fraudulent ſales and incumbrances of real eſtates, and to the pramble, 

| intent it may be better known what title or intereſt perſons have in or do ſuch 


are 

1 0 eftates as they ſhall offer to ſale: _. * 

* B E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That all Deeds 1 4 wy 
* or Conveyances ot any houles or lands within this State, ſigned, ſealed, ynouteg wad 
** zad delivered, by the parties granting the ſame, having good and lawful wW9ðt̃ de. 


authority, atieſted by two or more witneſſes, and acknowledged by ſuch 
and {0 tor or grantors, betore a Juſtice of the Peace, and recorded at length in 
by the Town'Clerk's records where ſuch houſes or lands do lie, ſhall be valid to 
the paſs the ſame, without any other act or ceremony in the law, whatſoever : 
want of livery of ſeiſin, or attornment of the poſſeſſors, notwithſtanding. . 
Ard that no bargain, lale, mortgage, or other conveyances of houſes or 
lands, made and executed within this State, or attachment ſerved thereon, 8 2 
all de valid in law to hold ſuch houſes or lands againſt any her perlon or was in e, 
perſons but the grantor or grantors, and defendant, and theic heirs only, un- e . 
I leſs 
of 
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leſs the deed or conveyance thereof be acknowledged and recorded in manner 
as is before exprefſed ; or unleis minutes be made of ſuch mortgages in the 


town records; which minutes ſhall- reſpeQively contain the deſcription and 


boundaries of the land mortgaged, the names of the mortgagers and mortga. 
gees, the dates of the mortgages, the mortgage-money,. the times when pay. 
able and when regiſtered; or unleſs an atteſted copy of ſuch attachments, and 
the officers return thereof, be filed in the ſaid Town Clerk's office. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That when and fb often as it ſhall happen, that any 
grantor ſhall live out of this State, or be dead, before any deed, conveyance, 
or mortgage, by him or her ſo made, be acknowledged as aforeſaid, (and alſo 
where the proof of any deed, ſimilarly eircumſtanced, ſhall have been hereto. 
fore ſo taken) the proof of the execution of ſuch deed or mortgage, by the 
oath of at leaſt one of the witneſſes, before a Councillor, or Judge of the Su- 
preme or County Court,. ſhall be eſteemed in law equivalent to the party's o 
acknowledgment thereof. | 2 

Provided alſo, That when the grantor, and all the witneſſes to aay ſuch deed 
or mortgage, ſhall, before the ſame be duly acknowledged as aforeſaid, die, 
or remove out of the State, the proof of ſuch deed or mortgage may be made 
before either the Supreme or County Court, in the county where the grantee 
lives, or the lands do lie, (in open Court) by proving the hand writing of the 
granter, or witneſſes, or addueing other evidence tt» the ſatistaction of ſuch 
Court, which Court may order ſuch deed or mortgage to be entered upon re- 
cord, with ſuch proof, and the ſame ſhall be efteemed in law equivalent to the 
party's acknowledgment thereof. | 

And be it further enafled by tbe authority aforeſaid, That when there ſhall be 
a neceſſity of taking the acknowledgment or proof of the execution of a deed, 


out of this State, the ſame ſhall be taken and certified by ſuch officer as is, of 


ſhall be, authorized to take the acknowledgment of deeds in the State, King- 
dom or Province, where the ſame ſhall be taken; and ſuch acknowledgment cr 
proof ſo taken, and certified, ſhall be as good and valid as if the ſame was 
taken by the proper officer within this State. | 

Be it furtber enacted by the authority aforeſard, That any mortgagee of lands 
or tenements, bis or her Heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, or affigns, having 
received full ſatisfaction of ſuch mortgage-money,. ſhall, at the requeſt and 
coſt of the mortgager, his heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators; acknowledge 
payment thereof, and cauſe ſuch acknowledgment to be entered in the margia 
of the record of the minute of ſuch mortgage, and fign the ſame z. which ſhall 
thereafter forever diſcharge ſuch record, and perpetually bar all actions to be 
brought thereupon in any Court of record. 

And if ſuch mortgagee, his or her heirs, executors, . or adminiſtrators, ſhall 
not within ten days next after requeſt in that behalf made, and tender of his, 


| her, or their reaſonable charges, repair to the records, and there make and 


fign ſuch acknowledgment as atoreſaid, or otherwiſe fign, ſeal, and delivery 
aiſebargs 


| 80 
% 
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« diſcharge of the ſaid mortgage, and releaſe and quit claim his, her, or their 
right to the eſtate therein mentioned to be granted, and acknowledge the ſame 
before a proper magiſtrate, he, ſhe, or they, ſo refuſing, ſhall be liable to 
make good all damages ſuſtained for want of ſuch diſcharge and releaſe ; to be 
recovered in any Court proper to try the ſame, together with treble coſts of 
ſuit. | 
Be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Town Clerks, in the 3 
ſeveral towns in this State, ſhall fairly enter, and record at length, in their d deats, ane" 
records, all deeds and conveyances of lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
and alſo all minutes of mortgages upon lands lying and being within the town: 
where ſuch Clerk's records are kept, made, executed, and acknowledged in 
mann aforeſaid, which ſhall be brought to him to record; and file alt copies 
of attachments as before mentioned; and ſhall, on receipt thereof in his office, 
note thereon the time when he received the ſame, and ſhall date the record and 
il.ng thereof accordingly... | 
Provided, That in towus where there is or ſhall be no Town Clerk elected, Prov" 
ſuch grants of, or incumbrances upon, land, ſhall be recorded in the County 
Clerk's office of the county where the land lies, in a book to be by him kept 
for the purpoſe :' any thing in this ac, to the contrary, notwithſtanding. v. 
And be it further enadted by the authority aforeſaid, . That if any Town or penatty for 80. 
County Clerk within this State, ſhall negle& to perform his duty, according #** 
to this act, and be thereof convicted, he ſhall forfeit, for each omiſſion, the 
ſum of five pounds, to the treaſury of the county where ſuch negle& ſhall 
happen, and pay all damages to any perſon or perſons injured by ſuch neglect. 
1 Be it further enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or perſons 
od, laving ſigned, ſealed, and delivered, a deed or mortgage of land, ſhall refuſe to rene retotiog 
" WH acknowledge the ſame ; in ſuch caſe, the perſon or perſons to whom ſuch deed r — 1 
ng- er mortgage was made, may make applieation to a Juſtice of the Peace, (who ts bs ul. 
ll hereby authorized to hear and determine the ſame) for a' warrant to bring 
vas [och perſon or perſons immediately before him, and ſhow cauſe, (if any there 
de) why he refuſes to acknowledge the ſaid deed or mortgage : and if it doth 
nds WY dot appear to the ſaid Juſtice that the ſaid grantor has juſt grounds to refuſe 
ing xknowledging the ſame, and he or they ſtill continue to refuſe, the ſaid Juſ- 
and ce may commit the ſaid grantor or grantors to goal, there to remain until he 
dos Wl br they do acknowledge the ſaid deed or mortgage, and pay the coſts of ſuch- 
complaint and commitment. 8 
bal . Provided always, That the party grieved have liberty to appeal from the- 
o be Judgment of ſaid Juſtice of the Peace unto the County Court in ſaid county; Providy 
and every party to ſuch d-ed ſhall be debarred from making any legal convey- 
mall ance of laid premiſes in the mean time, or until the matter be determined by 
bis, kid County Court. | 
and And when ever any perſon or perſons who have ſold, or ſhall hereafter ſell, 
rer, c lands withia-this State, ſhall be demanded by any perſon or perſons'in- 
| hom 


% 


*. 


5 141 UT EGS by VERMONT, 


_ — by 
: 


* 


Deeds and Conveyances. Contracts. 


VII. 
Mode of a feme 


©  eovert's acknow- 


ledging a deed. 


a, 


Paſſed Feb. 27, 
1787. 


I, 
Contract: for 
eontinental cur. 
IAC), their value 


Beale of depiecia- 
eien · 


n 


whom the fee of ſuch land ie, to procure his deed or title to be recorded in the 
office proper for recording ſuch deed, if ſuch record ſhall not have been there. 
totore made, he, ſhe or they, refuſing or neglecting the ſame for the ſpace of 
fix months after ſuch demand, ſhall be liable to be proceeded againſt in like 
manner as is herein before provided in caſe of perſons refuſing to acknowledge 
their deeds ; and ſhall beſides be liable to pay all damages occaſioned by ſuch 
deeds not being properly recorded. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no real eſtate whereof 
any feme covert is or ſhall be ſeized, ſhall henceforth paſs by the deed of her- 
ſelf and her baron, without a previous acknowledgment made by her apart from 
her huſband, before a Councillor, a Judge of the Supreme Court, or of the 
County Court where ſuch married woman ſhall live, or the land fo to be con- 
veyed does or ſhall lie, that ſhe executed ſuch deed freely, without any fear or 


compulſion of her huſhand. A certificate of which acknowledgment, taken in 


manner aforeſaid, ſhall be endorſed on the deed by the magiſtrate taking the 
lame, and recorded with the deed, by the proper officer for recording deeds, 
And every alienation of ſuch eſtates not acknowledged and recorded, together 
with the certificate of ſuch acknowledgment as aforclaid, is hereby declared to 
be ipſo falls void. 
S =D Y S S S S S 0-0-0000 | 

An act aſcertaining the value of contracts made for Continental Bills of Credit, 

E it enadted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, 1 hat all con- 

tracts made on or before the firſt day of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, for lawful money, or bills of credit, ſhall be Ceem- 
ed equal to the ſame nominal ſum of gold or filver ; and that all contracts 
made in this State, between the firſt day of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- ſeven, and the firſt day of September, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and eighty, underſtood, or expreſſed, to be for the common currency 
of the United States, or continental currency, ſhall be rated at Spaniſh milled 
dollars, or other coins of currency equivalent, agreeably to the following table 
in continental bills of credit, at the teveral times therein expteſſed. 


Sept. aſt, 1777, 100 | October 1ſt, 325 | November iſt, 1600 

October iſt, 110 | November 1ſt, 360 | December 1ſt, 1800 
November iſt, 120 | December 1ſt, 400 | Jan. iſt, 1780, 2000 
December iſt. 130 | January 1ſt, 1779, 450 | February iſt, 2400 
January 20, ,778, 140 | February iſt, 500-| March iſt, 2800 
February iſt, 155 | March iſt, 530 Avril iſt, 3200 
March ift, 170 | April iſt, 600 | May iſt, 3600 
April iſt, i185 | May ift, $00 | June iſt, 4009 
May iſt, 2c0 | June 1ſt, 1000 | July iſt, 5009 
June ift, 220 | July it, 11co | Augult iſt, 6c00 
July iſt, 240 | Auguſt iſt, 1200 | September iſt, 7200 
Augult iſt, 260 | September iſt, 1300 


Sept. ilt, 295 | Oct. iſt, 14500 And 
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Ind be it ſurther enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That all eontracls under- 


food, or ex pre ſſed, to be for the common currency of the United S$-ates, or 1 


continental curiency, made in either of the United States, and brought into this tiquiaated. 
State for pay ment, ſhall be ſettied and paid according to the ſcale of depreci- 

ation where ſuch contraſt was made: of which the ſeveral Courts of law are 

o take notice and govern themſelves accordingly, 


e. cee 
5. March 55 
An act to compel the fulfilment of Contraſts according to the intent of the 1757. 


parties. 


74 HERE AS many contratcis have been, and probably will be, made in this rumble, 

| State, for the payment of different kinds of produce, wares and mana factures, | 
at times therein limitted. And whereas it has frequently happened, that after the 
expiration of the times prefixed in ſuch contratts for the payment thereof, creditors 

bave reſuſed to accept of any thing but fil ver and gold in diſcharge of the ſame. 


To remedy which in future, 


| X 1. 
1 * is bereby enactel by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That Ne feel 
whenever any judgment ſhall hereatter be rendered in this State, upon a tra to bes te- 
contract made fince the firſt day of July, 1782, or to be made, for paying the =—__ 
produce of this country, wares or manutactures, at a time and place therein 
limited, or on demand, the ſame articles agreed upon in the contract only, 
ſhall be a tender upoa the execution to the officer having the ſame, at the place 
at which by the contract the payment was or is to be made (if within this 
State); and the officer ſhall be obliged to receive, and cauſe the ſame to be 
appraiſed, agreeably to an act paſſed by the Legiſlature of this State, in their 
preſent ſeſſion, entitled, An af to make certain articles of perſonal property a tender 
en execution, in caſes therein mentioned. And from and immediately after ſuch 
appraiſal, the goods appraiſed ſhall be the property, and be at the riſque of 
the creditor, | 
Aud be it further enafted by the aui bority aforeſaid, That the reſpeQive Juſti- whe adds 
ces and Clerks ot Courts before whom ſuch judgment ſhall be rendered, ſnall e be ceadary 
certify under their oath of office, on the back of the execution, the place, and 
kind ot produce, wares or manufactures in which ſuch contrats ought to be 
paid, agreeably to this act. 


m. 

And be it further enafled by the authority aſoreſaid, That when the contract When the ples 
upon which the judgment ſhall be ſo rendered, ſhall be payable at any place dhe State, in the 
without limits of this State, the ſame ſhall be, and hereby is declared to be, n where, #4, 
Payable to an officer, on execution, and ſhall be appraiſed within the town in 
which the defendant lives, (it an inhabitant of this State) if not, in the town 


in which fuch property ſhall be taken in exceution, 
K An I 


| rr or ER MO N. | 
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pu” ag I, An act againſt counterfeiting and paſſing Bilis of public Credit, Coins and 
Notes; and to prevent injuſtice in paſſing the ſame. 


| 

E it euadled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whoſoever Ml | 

| I. ſhall preſume to forge, counterteit or alter, any of the Bills of Credit, 9 
Rey 2 Notes, of this, or either, or all of the other American States, that now are or 

Eecuricier, — hereafter ſhall be, by law emitted and eſtabliſhed eurrent, or iſſued either in thisor 

any of the aforetaid States, or any Note or Notes iſſued, or to be iſſued, from 

the loan office of this State, or from the loan office of the United States of 


| 
North-America, or from the loan offices of either of the ſaid States, or ac 
1 
q 


Note or Notes iſſued by the Preſident, Directors and Company of the bank d 
North-America, or any other perſon or perſons authorized by the Congrelz of 

5 the United States, or the Legiſlature of this er either ot the thirteen States of Ml t 

— for _— America, to iſſue Notes; or that ſhall alter, or put off, any ſuch forged, coun- n 

png the® terfeited or altered Bills or Notes, knowing them to be ſuch ; or that ſhall WM d 
eraiding therein · COunſel, adviſe, procure, or any ways aſſiſt, in the forging, counterfeiting, im- 

printing, ſtamping, altering, ſigning or paſſing, any falſe, forged and counter. f 

feited Bill or Bills, Note or Notes, knowing them to be ſuch ; or ſhall eagrave f 

any plate, or make any other inftrument to be uſed for that purpoſe ; eren Ml B 

perſon or perſons ſo offending, being convicted thereof before the Suprem Ml a 

Court of this State, ſhall be puniſhed by having his right ear cut off, and ſhall h 

be branded with the capital letter C on a hot iron, and be committed to any Ml © 

goal or houſe of correct: on, there to be confined and kept to work under the If tc 

care of a maſter, and not to depart therefrom without ſpecial leave from the N 

Aſſembly of this State, until the day of his, her or their death; under the pe- m 

nalty of being ſeverely whipped by order of any Court or Juſtice, and thereup- Wl cc 

on to be returned to his former confinement and labour: and all the eſtate of WW ec 

any perſon offending as aforeſaid, ſhall be forfeited to this State, and may be ff or 

accordingly ſeized for that purpoſe, by order ot the Court before whom ſuch be 

offender 1s convicted. If 

And that ſuch offenders may moreeffefually be diſcovered and proſecuted,” It 

n. Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That wholoe ver ſhall make Wl {ar 

Reward fot is - diſcovery, and give information of ſuch vile and wicked practices of making or I d 

20 altering any ſuch Bills or Notes, or of making any of the inſtruments afore- ¶ un 

ſaid, or of aiding therein, ſo that the perſon or perſons guilty thereof be ten. I rig 

dered to juſtice and convicted; every ſuch informer ſhall have and receive 2 I ce! 

a reward theretor, the ſum of ten pounds trom the treaſury ot this State. Bi! 


And the more effe&ually to prevent the paſſing ſuch counterfeit, forged, or al: I fo. 
tered Bills or Notes, and injuſtice ariſing thereby, 


yur Be it further enadted by the authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo often as it Wat 
ſhall happen that any ſuch falſe, forged, altered, ot counterfeit Bills nor 
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fhall be brought to the Treaſurer of this State, or offered to him in payment 
of rates, or to be exchanged, he ſhall ſecure them; and he is hereby authoriz- 
ed to ſcize and retain them, entering on the back thereof, the name of the 
perſon in whoſe poſſeſſion they were, and then deliver the {ame into the hands 
of ſome authority to be enquired into. 
And every Juſtice ef the Peace is hereby alſo autkorized and empowered to 
ſcize, and take into cuſtody, every ſuch talſe or altered Bill or Note, which he 
ſhall ſee, obſerve or have knowledge of, and the ſame to retain, entering the 


name of the perlon from whom he took the lame; and at his diſcretion, to - 


cauſe the perſon from whom he took ſuch Bill or Note, or the perſon from 
whom the Trealurer took ſuch Bill or Note, to come before him to be ex- 
amined in the premiſes, and to adminiſter an oath to ſuch pet ſon or perſons, 


to declare of whom he or they received it, and proceed in his enquiries in - 
manner aforeſaid, after the author of the miſchief, as far as ſuch authority's - 


diſcretion will guide him. 

Be it further enakted by the authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever any perſon 
ſhall be the poſſeſſor of any tuch falſe, altered, or counterfe;t Bill or Note, he 
ſhall (on his diſcovering it to be ſuch) deliver the ſame to ſome Juſtice of the 
P:ace, and inform him that he concludes the ſame to be falſe and counterfeit; 
and it ſuch Juſtice of the Peace ſhall ſuppoſe the ſame to be falſe as aforeſaid, 
he (hall take the lame, and minute on the back of ſuch Bill or Nate, the name 
of the perſon-of whom he received it, and that it was delivered to him as a coun- 
terfeic or altered Bill or Note; and ſuch perſon that ſo delivers up ſuch Bill or 


Note, or-from whom the ſame ſhall be taken in either of the methods aforeſaid, ;, 
may, after ſuch delivery or taking, demand of the perſon from whom he re- 


ceived the ſame, pay therefor, informing him where ſuch Bill or Note is lodg. 


ed, And if the perſon of whom he or ſhe received ſuch Bill or Note, ſhall refuſe - 


or geglect to make him or her ſatisfaction therefor, he or ſhe may bring his or 
her action for ſo much money received to his or her uſe, before any Court or 
Jaſtice of the Peace proper to try the ſame ; and in the trial of any ſuch caſe, 
it the Bill or Note be found to be falſe, forged, altered, or counterfeit, to the 
latisfaction of the Court that tries the ſame, the ſaid Court ſhall proceed at their 
diſcretion, to enquire into the equity of the cauſe, by examining the parties 
vader oath, and taking any other evidence which they ſhall judge juſt and 
right, and upon finding to the ſatisfaction of the Court that ſuch plaintiff re- 
ceived the lame Bill or Note of the defendant for a true Bill or Note, they ſhall 
give judgment for the plaintiff for his juſt damages and coft, 


Provided always, Such Bill or Note be delivered up, or taken as aforeſaid, bes 


fore the lain iff offered the ſame back to the perſon ot whom he received it. 
Provided aiſo, That no perſon be proſecuted in form as aforeſaid, but within 


wa years after he puts off juch Bill or Note; which fact may be enquired 
ito in orm as aforelaid. 5 I 
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Be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, T hat every perſon who hath 
9 1% 2. a0) time had any ſuch Bill or Note which ſhall be taken from the poſſcſſot 
latitbes the »o- Or ſhall by the poſſrſſor be delivered up as aforeſaid, and hath fatisficd the 
— ay pre- perſon to whom he put off ſaid Bill or Note for the ſame, ſhall have the like 
liberty of proſecuting and taking remedy as aforeſaid, againſt the perſon of 
whom he received the lame, | 
And that every Juſtice who ſhall have ſuch Bill or Note in hand, ſhall, at 
 Covtts to defiroy the colt of the party, ſafely convey the ſame to any Court where the ſame may 
dach bills, be wanted in the trial-gf the cafe. And that after any Court or Juſtice hath 
hed the poſſeſſion of ſuch falſe or counterfeit Bill ur Note the ſpace of two 
years, be or they ſhall deſtroy or deface the ſame. 
And be it further enated by the authority aforeſaid, That the Treaſurer, and 
The - of me. Civil authority be, and they are hereby authorized and directed, to take the Ml a 
thod to be purſu- ſame method to diſcover, detect and ſecure all falſe and counterfeit coins, made WMY.xi 
. in imitation of any gold, filver or. copper coins which are or may be current in 
this State, and to detect the authors ot the fraud, as is in this act before pro- el 
vided and directed in caſe of falſe and coumerfeit Bills or Notes of public 
credit, And any perſon who {hath ſuſtained, or may ſuſtain, damage by re We: 
- .ceiving any falte or counterfeit Coin, fhall have like remedy for recovery f WM 
fuch damages as is by this act given in cafe of damages ſuſtained by receiving WM nc 
falſe or counterteit Bills of public credit and Notes. | 
Be it farther enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon, ſociety 
vii. number of perſons, of company, within this State, without ſpecial authgrity 
Forfeiture for tram the Legiſtature, {hall pretume to ſtrike, emit, or put out, any bills « 
Ae. on private Credit, Or notes, on any fund or credit of any perſon or perſons, fociety, 0 
_ company, to be vled and improved as a general currency or medium of trade 
as and in lieu of money, (other than promiſſory negotiable notes) ſuch perſon 
or perſons, ſociety or company, on conviction thereof, ſhall forfeit treble the 
nominal value of the bills or notes ſo emitted or put out; one third part t0 
kim or them who fue for and proſecute for the ſame to effect, and the other 
ny third parts to the treaſury of the county where ſuch conviction ſhall be 
Had. 
And that if any perſon or perſons ſhall in this State utter, vend, or paſs, any 
bills or notes, or any other currencies whatever, which either have been, & 
hereafter ſhall be, truck, emitted, or put out, to be uſed as aforeſaid, on the F 
Py fund or credit ot any private perſon or perfons, ſociety or company whatever I clu 
| either in this or any of the neighbouring States, he or they ſo offending, ſhall I be | 
forfeit double the tum or value expteſſed in tuck bill, note, or other currency | 
the one half thereof to him or them that ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, and 
the other half to the town treaſury, when the trial ſhall be before a Juſtice of 
a the Peace, and to the county treaſury when it ſhail be before the County Court, 
| And all Grand-Jurors and Conſtables are required to make preſentment & 


0s gg l breaches of this act. 3 
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the E it mai by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the tract 1. 

ke of land within the limits herein after deſcribed, ſhall be and remain one d of Bens 


of Wl entice county, and be known by the name of The county 7 Bennington, vi. n 
a 


Beginning at the ſouthweſt corner of the town of Pownal z thence running 
u northerly in the weſt lines of the towns of Pownal, Benningten, Shaftſbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, and Reupert; thence running eaſterly along the north 
ach lines of che towns of Reupert, Dorſet, Brumley, and Landgrove, to the nortů- 
wo Wl eaſt corner thereof; thence along the eaſterly lines ef the towns of Landgrove, 
Winhall, and the weſterly lines of Stratton, Somerſer, Wilmington, and Whi- 
ind Wl tiogham, to the north line of the Commonwealth of Maffachuſertsz and thence : 
the Wl along the north line of Maſſachoſetts to the ſoathweſt corner of Pownal | 
ade Wl aforeſaid. 
in BY And bu ir further endibed by the auibitity aforeſaid, That the tract of land in- Bag 
) cluded within the following limits, ſhall be and remain one entire county, and Bay: 
de known by the name of The county of Windham, viz. Beginning at the ſouth- 
re- Wheat corner of Bennington county, in the north line of the Commonwealth gf 
A Wl Maſſachuſetts, thence eaſt in ſaid line, to the eaſt line of this State; ' thence 
ing Wl northward along the eaſt line of this State, to the northeaſt corner of Rock- 
MW ingham, thence along the northerly lines of Rockingham, Totnlinſon, | aud 
ety, Londonderry, to the northeaſt corner of Bennington county ; and then along 
rity the eaſt line of Bennington county to the place of begining. l 
; of And be it further cuacled by the authority aforeſaid, That the tract of land in- Water calf 
or Wl cluded- within the following limits, ſhall be and remain one entire county, and | | 
ade, WH be known by the name of The county of Windſor, vm. Beginning at the north- 
rlon Weſterly eorner of Windham county ; then along the eaſt line of this State, to 
the WF the northeaſt corner of Nerwich ; then weſterly along the north Hoes of Nor- 
tu vich, Sharon, Royalton, Bethe), and Rocheſter, to the northweſt corner there- 
ther of; then along the weſterly lines of Rocheſter and Stockbridge, to the north- 
| be WF weſterly corner of Killington 4 thence along the northerly line of Killington, 
to the northweſt corner of Bridgwater z thence in the weſt lines of Bridgwacer, 
any I Saltaſh, Ludlow, and Andover, to the northweſt corner of Windham county; 
„ and then along the north line of Windham county, to the place of beginning. . N 
the Aud be it ſurtber enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That the tract of land in- Rutland at 


ver, Wl cluded within the following limits, ſhall be and remain one entire county, and * 
ſhall be known by the name of The county of Rutland, viz. Beginning at the north- of 
Cy 3 veſt corner of Bennington county; thence running eaſterly along the north line L 


and WI of Bennington county, until it meets the weſt line of Windſor county from 
e of ibence northerly along the line of Windſor county, to the northeaſterly 
uſt corner of Pictsfield ; then along the north lines of Pittsfield, Philadelphia, 
Brandon, Sudbury, and Orwell; and thence ſoutherly, in the welt line of this 


State, io the of beginning. 
—— * 7 od 
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\ 


V. 
Drange county, 


weſterly lines of Kingſton, Roxbury, Northfield, and Berlin ;- then up Onion 


north, thirty-ſix degrees eaſt, on the weft-lines of Montpelier, Calais, Wood. 
* bury, Hardwick, and Greenſborough, to the northweſterly corner thereof; 


YI. 
Addiſon ent). 


SI 


And be it ſurtber tnatled by the authority aforeſaid, That the tract of land in. 
cluded within the following limits, ſhall be and remain one entire county, for 
the time being, and be known by the name of The county of Orange, viz. By. 

inning at the northeaſt corner of Windſor county; then weſterly, in the nonh 
— of Windſor county, to the ſouthweſt. corner of Kingſton; then on the 


River about a mile and an half to the ſoutheaſterly corner of Middleſex ; the 


and then in the moſt dire courſe on town lines, to the north line of this State; 
then in the north line of this State, to the northeaſt corner thereof; and then 
ſouthwardly,. along the eaſt line of this State, to the place of beginning, 

be. it further enaHed. by the authority aforeſaid; That the tract of land in- 
cluded within the following limits, ſhall be and remain, for the time being Wl 4 
one entire county, and be known by the name of The. county ef Addiſon, vn. i; 
Beginning.at the northweſt corner of Rutland county; from thence running 7. 
along the weſt line of this State, to the {orty-fifth degree ot northern lat. tude; f 
then eaſt, along the ſaid forty-fifth degree of latitude, until it meets the welt 


— — 


line of Orange county; then ſoutherly, along the welt line of Orange counts, 0 
to the northern line of Rutland county; and then weſterly, on the north lue þ 
ef Rutland county, to the place of beginning. n 
| Ce 
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Merck 8, 
277. 


heiding county | 


after to be appointed by the Legiſlature in their October ſeſſion, ſhall continue 


1 
Buffed March 8, 
1787. 
ad." 


1 


The dme of 


the Peace, in the. ſeveral counties, now in office, or hereafter to be appointed 


\ 


© SS See 
An act limitting the time ot holding the Couaty Offices therein mentioned, 


TDE it ai by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont; That the Judge 
of the leveral County Courts, Judges of Probate, Sheriffs and Juſtices df 


for the remainder of the enſuing year, continue in che exerciſe of their ſaid off 
ces until the fi:ſt day of December next; and that the ſaid ſeveral officers here- 


in the exerciſe of their offices for one year, to be. computed from the ficſt day 
December next tollowiag their election. | 


to 
An act defining the powers of the Supreme and County Courts within thi - 
| State. | 


E it enaied by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That from and I an 
after the firſt day of December next, the County Courts of the reſpect ine bu 


counties ſhall conſiſt of one Chief Judge and two Side» Judges, any two of er: 
#bom ſhall be a quorum, and-withia tlcir reſpeRlive Soner Nah cake <0 
NIZANLY 


\ \ 
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d id. nizance of all criminal matters, of every name and nature, (except ſuch caſes as 
fo arc cognizable only in the Supreme Court, or before a Juſtice of the Peace) 
De. and award ſuch ſentence as to law and juſtice-appertains. And any. perſon 
orb proſecuted for a criminal offence, and aggrieved at the judgment given in any 
the County Court, may appeal from the ſentence (the cauſe being originally heard 
100-8 and tried in the ſaid Court) to the next ſtated or adjourned Supreme Court, to 
then be holden in ſaid county where the cauſe was tried, there to be finally deter- 
000-0 mined ; the appellant, during the fitting of ſaid Court, recognizing to the 
eo; Treaſurer of the county where the offence is charged to have been committed, 
ate; (if the proſecution be commenced on the complaint ot a county or town 1n- 
then forming officer, if otherwiſe,. to the proſecutor,) with ſufficient ſureties; in a 


reaſonable ſum, for his perſonal appearance at the Court appealed to, proſe- 


In- cuting his appeal there to effect, abiding the order or ſentence of the ſaid Court 
ang thereon, and to be of good behaviour in the mean time. And the party appeal- 
viz. WY jog is to remain in the cuſtody of an officer until he ſhall have givea ſuch ſecu- 
ning Wl rity, which officer ſhall. not be allowed more than one ſhilling an hour for the 
ade; ſaid ſervice. | | 

welt And be it further. enafted by the authority aforeſaid; That all actions and cauſes 


int, of action of a civil nature, (except ſuch actions as are made cognizable ſolely / 
lue before the Supreme. Court or Juſtices of the Peace) ſhall be originally com- 


menced and proſecuted to effect in a County Court, And if any (uit made 


—_ 


their authority in 
criminal cauſin. 


An " 
— appeal allo 


„ 


cognizable before a Juſtice of the Peace ſhall be brought before any. County 


Court, the ſame ſhall abate.. 

And the County Courts ſhall have power to appoiat a Treaſurer in their 
ed. reſpective counties, who ſhall enter into a bond before the County Court by 
whom they are reſpectively appointed, at the diſcretion-of ſuch Court, for the 
faithful pertormance of their office; and ſuch. Treaſurers: (being ſworn to the 
faitstul.diſcharge of their truſt) ſhall have the ſame power in iſſuing warrants 
and extents-for the collection of taxes within their reſpective counties, as is or 
ſhall by law be given to the State's Treaſuter. 

Provided always, That when it ſhall ſo happen that any one or more: of ſaid 
Judges ſhall be diſabled from attending, by ſickneſs or otherwiſe, the preſiding 
Judge ſhall have. the power of calling to his. aſſiſtance any one Councillor 
within the State, 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be, and 
hereby is confticuted, a Supreme Court of Judicature within and for this State, 
ode held and kept annually at the reſpective times and places ditected by 
tha law, by one Chief Judge and two Side Judges,-to be choſen by ballot, by the 
Governor, Council, and General Aſſembly, annually, at their October ſeſſion, 
and commiſſioned for that purpoſe ; any two of whom ſhall be a quorum: 
but in caſe ot the abſence of the reft, one of the ſaid Judges is hereby empow- 
ered.to opea and adjourn the Court; and if one or more of the ſaid Judges 
fall. be. diſabled. tram. aucendiog, by, reaſon of ſickneſs.or otherwile, the pes 
iding: 
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Supreme and County Courts, 


Adiog Judge ſhall have the power of calling te his aſſiſtance any one Count 
lor within the State.; which Court fhall have cognizance ot all pleas of the 
State, criminal actions and cauſes, and whatſoever relates to the conſervation of 
the peace, and puniſhment of offenders, and alſo of civil cauſes or actions be. 
tween party and party, and between this State and any of its ſubjefts, whether 
the ſame be brought inte ſaid Court by original proceſs, appeal, writ of errot 
"of in any legal way whatſoever: and the ſaid Court is hereby empowered th 
« ve judgment therein, and award execution thereupon, with coſts, And R 
ſhall be in the power of the Chief Judge of the Supreme Court to call a ſpecial 
Court, when the exigencies of government ſhall require it. 

And it is alſo further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That as well the Judg- 
es of the County Courts as the Judges ef the Supreme Court of Judicaturg, 
reſpectively, where the forfeiture or penalty of any obligation, with a condition 
"thereto,. or penalty annexed to any articles, nt, covenant, eontrad 
charter party, or other ſpecialty, or forfeiture of any eſtate granted upon con 
dition executed, by deed of mortgage, or bargain and fale with defeazance, 
ſhall be found by verdi& of Jury, or by default, or confeſſion, of the obligoy 
mortgagor or vendor, are hereby empowered and authorieed to moderate the 
rigor of the law; and on confideration of fuch caſes, according to equity and 
conſcience, to chancer fuch forfeiture, and to enter up judgment for th 
wit debe and damages, and to award execution eccordingly: only in actiom 
upon mortgages, or bargain and ſale with defearance, the judgment ſhall i 
conditioned as follows ;—that if the mortgagor or vendor, his heirs, executon 
or adminiftrators;ſhall-tenger ſuch ſum, with cofts, as the Court ſhall determine 
to be juſtly due thereupon, to the Clerk of ſaid Court, by a time to be limited 
by ſuch Court, not exceeding one year from the rendering of ſuch judgment, 
fuch Clerk ſhall receive it, and detiver a certificate of fuch receipt to the perſon 
making fuck tender or payment: which certifecate being entered upon thi 
margin of the record of the mortgage, or other inſtrument of bargain and ſal 
io the Town Clerk's office where fuck land lies, ſhall diſcharge and forever de 

fest ſuch inffrument. And when the plaintiff ſhall receive fuch ſum of the 
Clerk, the ſaid plaintiff ſhall ſubſcribe a receipt tor it on the records of the 
Court. But it the mortgagor or vendor all not make ſuch tender or payment 
as aforeſa'-!, within the term aforeſaid, the plaintiff ſhall be put in poſſefſion 
of the land ſued tor, by a writ for that purpoſe'to be iffued by the Clerk of 
the Court wherein ſuch Judgment. was obtarned, and ſhall hold the ſame fv 
Wes core bs bim, his heirs and affigns, diſcharged from all right of redemption. 

Ane dmg. And where judgment ſhall be rendered by default, or ov demurrer, in any 
ſuit in any Court in this State, ſuch Court ſhall have full power to aſceruis 

8 _ _ the ſum due, and give judgment accordingly. . | 
— Aud be it furiben enafted 5 the authority aforeſaid, That the times and places 
. — for the annual fitting ot the Supreme Court, in he ſeveral counties, be as fob 
Giting. lows, viz, At Addiſon and Colcheſter, in the county of Addiſon, r 
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onthe ſecond Tueſday of Auguſt, At Rutland, in the county of Rutland, on 
the third Tueſday of Auguſt. At Bennington, and at Mancheſter, in the 
county of Bennington, alternately, on the fourth Tueſday of Auguſt. At 
Weſtminſter, in the county of Windham, on the firſt Tueſday next following 
the fourth Tueſday of Avguſt next, and thereafter at New-Fane, ia ſaid coun- 
ty of Windham, on the firff Tueſday next following the fourth Tueſday in 


Auguſt, if the inhabitants of ſaid New-Fane ſhall, before that time, build a 


Courthouſe, according to the condition of a bond, extcuted by Luke Knoul- 
ton, EIq. and others, to the Treaſurer of Windham county. At Windſor, 
in the county of Windſor, on the ſeeond Tueſday next following the fourth 
Jueſday of Auguſt, until the inhabitants of the town of Woodſtock, in ſaid 
county, ſhall have built a Court-houſe in Woodſtock, to the approbation of 
the Judges of the County Court of Windſor cuunty, and thereafter at ſaid 
Woodſtock, on the ſaid ſecond Tueſday next following the fourth Tuefday in 
Auguſt. At Newbury, in the county of Orange, on the third Tueſday next 
following the fourth Tueſday in Auguft. | 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the times and places 
tor holding County Courts, in the ſeveral counties, be as follows, viz. Ia the 
county of Bennington, at Bennington the third Tueſday of September, and at 
Mancheſter the third Tueſday of April. In the county of Windham, at Weſt- 


minſter on the firſt Tueſday of June next, and at Marlborough on the ſecond: 


Tueſday of November next, and thereafter at New-Fane, in ſaid county, at 
the times laſt mentioned, if the inhabitants of ſaid New-Fane ſhall, before that 
time, build a Court-houſe, according to the condition of a bond, executed by 
Luke Knoulton, Eſq. and others, to the Treaſurer of Windham county. In 
the county of Windſor, at Windſor, on the laſt Tueſday of Oftober, and on 
the laſt Tueſday of May—until the inhabitants of the town of Woodſtock, in 
laid county, ſhall have built a Court-houſe in ſaid Woodſtock, to the appro- 
bation of the Judges of the County Court of Windfor county, and thereafter 
at ſaid Woodſtoc k, at the times laſt mentioned. In the county of Rutland, at 
Rutland, on the third Tueſdays of March and November. In the county of 
Orange, at Newbury, on the ſecond Tueſdays ot June and December. And 
in the county of Addilon, at Addiſon on the firſt Tueſday of March, and at 
Colcheſter on the ſecond Tueſday of November. 
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An act concerning ſudden and untimely Deaths, 
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for ſummoning (or in the abſence of ſuch Juſtice, the Conſtable of the tom 
ſhall forthwith, without precept, ſummon) a Jury of twelve able and diſcreet 
men, who ſhall be ſworn by ſuch officer, to inquire of the cauſe and manner 
ſuch perſon's death; wh:ch Jury ſhall preſent, upon vath, a true verdi there. 
of, under their hands, unte ſome Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame county, why 
ſhall return the ſame to the next Supreme Court held in the ſame county. And ©! 
no perſon found dead in this State ſhall be buried, until ſuch inquiry as abo 21 
Penalty for non - ſaid has been made. And if any man, ſummoned to ſerve as a Juror to in. il pt 
peaks. quite as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or negle& to appear and attend that ſervict m 
according to ſuch ſummons, (unleſs he ſhall, within fix days atter ſuch negled, Wl ih 
give a ſufficient excuſe to the ſatis faction of the Juſtice taking cognizance d C 
the offence) he ſhall forfeit the ſum of ten ſhillings, and coſt, for every ſuch of 
neglect, to the uſe of the treaſury of the towa whereto he belongs; to be e 
vied by warraat from the ſaid Juſtice. And that no fee or reward ſhall bein 
allowed for any of the ſervices aforeſaid.. 


N O e 
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An act for the puniſhment of Defamation. 


ku HEREAS defaming Ib d vil authority of the State greatly tends to brin 
n= 8" the ſame into contempt, —— the government. 
1 | For the prevention whereof, | 
1 E it ena8ed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whoſoever 


d:faming cout! ſhall detame any Court of juſtice, or any ſentence or proceedings thereok 
bf juſtice, or any of the magiſtrates, Judges or Juſtices of any ſuch Court, in reſpect d 
any act or ſentence therein paſſed, and be thereof legally convicted before t 
Supreme Court in this State, ſhall be puniſhed for the ſame by fine, impriſans lan 
ment, disfranchiſement, or baniſhment, as the quality and meaſure of theoffence, I be 

in the opinion of the Court betore which the trial is had, ſhall deſerve. 
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1787, An act relating to witneſſes, and taking affidavits out of Court. 
brenmble- F OR ASMUCH as it is often neceſſary that witneſſes in civil cauſes ſhould l 
| worn out of Court, when by reajon of living more than twenty miles diſtan 
from the place where the cauſe is to be tried, or age, ſickneſs, or other bodily im 

firmity, they are rendered incapable of travel and of appearing at Court. 


To the intent therefore that all witneſſes may indifferently teffify their certais 
knowledge, and the whole truth in the caſe they are to teftify unto 3 
E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That for either 
of the reaſons before-mentioned, every Juſtice of the Peace may take | 
affilavits out of Court, fo as a notification with reaſonable time be 1 Dia 
= | is 


1 
Affidavite how 
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out and delivered to the adverſe party, if within the State, and within twenty 
miles of the place of taking ſuch depoſition, or left at the place of his dwelling 
or uſual abode, to be preſent at the time of taking ſuch affidavit, it he think 
fit. 

And every ſuch witneſs ſhall be carefully examined, and cautioned to teſtify Witneſſes to be- 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and being ſworn, the Juſtice ſhall yg i 
atteſt the ſame, with the time of taking thereof, and that the adverle party was 
preſent, (if ſo) or that a notification was ſent him; and ſhall ſeal up the teſti- 
mony, and deliver it to the party (it de ſired) at whoſe requeſt it was taken: and 
that depoſitions of witneſſes living out of this State, ſhall be allowed in any 
Court in this State, if taken agreeable to the directions of this act, or the laws 
of the State where ſuch witnefles ſhall teſide. 

And no perſon interelted ſhall write or draw up the teſtimony of any witneſs 1 
in ſuch caſe, nor any Attorney in his client's cauſe : and if it manifeſtly ap- e, or attor« 
pears that any teſtimony was written or drawn up by any intereſted, or the 7 — cw 
Attorney in the cauſe, or be returned from any Juſtice of the Peace by any 
other than himſelf, into the Court where the ſame is to be uſed, unſealed, or 
the ſeal having been broken up, all ſuch teſtimonies ſhall be rejected by the 
Court, and be utterly void and ot none effect in law. 

That every Juſtice of the Peace ſhall be, and is hereby empowered, upon W ] . k.. mey 
requeſt to him made, to grant a ſummons. for the appearance of any witneſs be. ,n 
fore him, in any civil caule, where the witneſs is travelling out of the State be- We | 
fore the time of trial, and to take h.s depoſi ion in ſuch caſe, the adverſe patty 
being preſent, or notification ſent him as aforeſaid. | 

Provided nevertheleſs, That witneſſcs to bonds, ſ pecialties, letters of attorney, rn 
and other inſtruments in writing, under the hand of the party executing the 
ſame, or to accounts, or teſtimonies relating to perſons out of this State, may 
be [worn without tuch notification as. aforeſaid. | 

That if any perſon or perions, upon whom any lawful proceſs ſhall be ſerved, Penalty for non» 
t0 teſtify or give evidence concetning any cauſe or matter depending in any \ 1 
Court in this State, and having tendered unto him, her or them, ſuch reaſona- 
ble ſun or ſums of money for his, her, or their cofts and charges, as having 
regard to the diſtance ot the place is neceſſary to be allowed, as the law re- 
un bres in that behalf, do not appear according to the tenor of the proceſs or 
fan u nmons, having no lawful or reaſonable let or impediment to the contrary, 

y in tat then the party ſo making default, ſhall for every ſuch offence, loſe and 
torteit the ſum ot three pounds, and ſhall yield ſuch further recompence to the 
party damaged, according to the loſs and hindrance that he ſhall ſuſtaia by 
tealon of the nvn-appcarance of the ſaid witneſs or witneſſes : the ſaid ſeveral 
lums to be recovered by the party ſo aggrieved, againſt the offcader or offenders, 
action or information, in any Court of record. 
And be it further enacied by the authority aforeſaid, That all witneſſes in cri- 
inal caks, thall hare (heir expences boras and paid out of the county 5 
| wry: l 
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— 


Kate where paid. 


1 
For what ciuſes 
the ſupreme 


court may t 
divorces, —_ 


not to ſuffer 


— — 
Witneſſas for the 


grant a bill of divorce to the aggrieved party z and both parties ſhall thereupon 


power of the Court granting ſuch divorce, where the wife ſhall be che inns 


An act for the puniſhment of Drunkenneſs, Gaming, and profane ; 


| ſon ſhall be tound drunk, 1o that he or ſhe is thereby bereaved of the ule 
of his or her reaton and underſtanding, or the uſe of their limbs, and be thert- 
of convicted before any Juſtice of the Peace, he or ſhe ſhall forfeit, as a fine, 
the 1um of fix ſhillings, for every ſuch offence, to the treaſury of the town whe!e 
ſuch-conviction is had, for the uſe of the poor thereof: and if the offender 
ſhall refuſe to pay ſuch fine and coſt, and have not goods whereon to make 
diſtreſs, he ſhall be ſet in the ſtocks not exceeding three hours. 


bave or keep, in or about his or their houſe or houſes, yards, gardens, or other 
places to him or them belonging, any cards, dice, bowls, ſnuffleboards, or bil 
liards, or any inftrument for gaming, and ſhall ſuffer any perſon or perſons 
reſorting to any of their houſes to ule or exerciſe any of the aforeſaid inſtww- Hand 
ments, for any ſum or ſums of money, goods or liquots, he ſhall, on convicti-Itheit 
on thereot, forfeit and pay the ſum of five pounds; the one moiety thereot tf 
the:informer, with coſts ot. proſecution, the other moiety to the treaſury of ieh 
town where the offence is committed. . And 


— 


ſury, where the caſe is tried in the County Courts. And ſuch witneſſes tha 
attend the Supreme Courts, in criminal caſes, ſhall have their neceſſary 


expences horne and paid out of the State treaſury, . | 
| | gr V: 

CO ©5522 eggs cetens/ art IRC wa th 

An act relating to Bills of Divorce. - 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no bill of 

divorce ſhall be granted to any man or woman lawfully married, but it pe 
cale of adultery, fraudulent contract, intelerable ſeverity, or wilful deſertio Hof 
for three years, with total negle& of duty; or in caſe of ſeven years abſence of 
one party, not heard of: jn which cale, and in all others above · mentioned, the 
Supreme Court may, and ſaid Court is hereby empowered, on due proof, ty 


be deemed ſingle, and may lawfully marry again. | 
And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be in the 


cent party, or where the ſame is granted for intolerable ſeverity, to ſet off to 
her ſuch part of her huſband's eſtate, according to ſuch huſband's degree and 
circumſtances in life, and in ſuch manner as in their diſcretion ſhall.be thought 
expedient. | 


. . R 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any pets 


And if any tavero-keeper, ion-keeper, alchouſe-keeper, or victualler, (hal 
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And if any perſon ſhall play at any ſuch games, on any bet or wager, or 
hall bet or wage any money or goods, on any horſe racing, or other ſport, in nen for guns 
any place in this State, he ſhall forfeit the ſum of twenty ſhillings, and the 
value of the money or goods which he'ſhall ſo bet, wage, play for, or win, to 
the uſe of the town where the offeace is commicted-; to be recovered by the 
Treaſurer of ſuch town, by action of debt, before any Court proper to try the 
ſame, 
And that if any perſon ſhall rafhly, vainly, or profanely, ſwear by the name penutey for 
of God, or any other oath, or ſhall ſinfully and wickedly curſe any perſon or ſwearing & corfe 
perſons ; ſuch perſon ſo offending, ſhall, upon conviction before any Juſtice A 
of the Peace, forfeit and pay for every ſuch uffence, the ſum of ſix ſhillings : 
and if ſoch perſon ſo convicted, be unable, or ſhall refuſe to pay ſuch fine, he 
ſhall be fit in the ſtocks not exceeding three hours, nor leſs than one hour, and 
pay coſt of proſecution. | 
\ 1©0-00000000000000%090,G&<99 og oo 
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An act for regulating the election of Governor, Lieutenant- Governor, Coun- pg was 
cil, Treaſurer, and Repreſentatives. 1787. 


DE it matted by ibe Genera! Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the firſt 1 f ae 
| ) Conſtables in the ſeveral towns in this State, without further order, ſhall ble ts wars the 
ſet up a warning at ſuch places as ſhall be appointed by their ſeveral crowns, at — 
leaſt twelve days before the firſt Tueſday of September annually, notifying the nor, &c. 
freemen to meet at ſome place by them agreed upon in their reſpeRive towns, ' 
dn the ſaid firſt Tueſday of September, at nine of the clock in the morning; 
at which time they ſhall cauſe this act to be read openly. The freemen ſhall 
hen proceed, firſt, to chooſe one Repreſentative to attend the General Aſſem- The erderef of 
bly for the year enſuing, on the ſecond Thurſday of the ſucceeding October; 
uche Conſtable having, from time to time, for the ſpace of two hours previous 
ere” to counting the votes, called on the freemen to bring in their votes for a Re- 
hoe, preſentative; at the expiration of which time, the votes ſhall be counted, and 
It no choice mall be made, then the ſaid Conſtable ſhall be at liberty to count 
nee he votes afterwards brought in without ſuch delay.) Secondly, the freemen 
ſhall ſeverally bring in to the Conſtable preſent, the name of the perſon they 
would chooſe to be Governor for the year enſuing, fairly written, on a piece 
of paper; which ballots the ſaid Conſtable ſhall receive, and, in the preſence 
of the freemen, ſeal up, and write on the out- ſide of the paper lo ſealed, the 
Name of the town, and theſe words, viz. Votes for the Governor : and ſhall 
lone proceed in like manner with reſpect to the votes for the Lieutenant-Governor, © 
and Treaſurer, Then ſaid Conſtable ſhall call upon the treemen to give in 
their votes for twelve Councillors, for the year enſuing, with their names 
ol OWfiirly written z which votes ſhall be counted and ſorted by ſaid Conſtable, 
who ſhall then make a proper lift, on one ſheet cr piece of paper, of the — 
N of 
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of the ſeveral perſons voted for, with the number of votes for each perſc 
affixed to his name; which paper ſhall be ſealed up by ſaid Conſtable, in the 
preſence of the freemen ; and there ſhall be wrote, on the out- ſide thereof 
the name of the town, and then theſe words, viz. Votes for Councillors, and 
the ſame ſhall be delivered te the Repreſentative choſen in the town to attend 
the General Aſſembly, who ſhall deliver the ſame to ſaid Aſſembly on the ſi 
cond Thuriday in October then next. And any votes which ſhall be otherwise 
taken and ſealed up, than is above directed, and preſented ce the Aſſembly, 
ſhall not be ſorted and counted by the Committee appointed for that purpoſe, 
& committee te And at the opening of the General Aſſembly, there. ſhall be a Commits 
wt the vn. appointed from the Council and Aſſembly, who, after being duly ſworn to 
the faithful diſcharge of their truſt, ſhall proceed to receive, ſort, and coun, 
the votes for the 1 and declare the perſon, who has the major 
of the votes, to be Governor for the year enſuing :. and if there ſhall be a 
choice made, then the Council and General Aſſembly, by their joint ballots, 
ſhall. make choice of a Governor. And the Lieutenant-Governor and Treaſurer 
Mall be declared, and if neceſſary choſen, in like manner. Then ſaid Com- 
mittee ſhall proceed to receive, ſort, and count, the votes for the Councillors; 
and the twelve higheſt in nominatien ſhall be declared to be choſen Councillos 
for the year enſuing, 
| u. „ And be it furtber enadted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any Conſtable ſhil 
' fablefor negle®. refuſe or neglect to attend ſuch order as atoreſaid, (annually). he ſhall forte 
| and pay a fine to the treaſury of the county, not exceeding the ſum of fity 
| pounds, for every ſuch neglect. | 
— 1 And if ne Conſtable be prefent at ſuch freemens meeting, a Juſtice of th 
. — + = or more of the Selectmen of ſaid town, ſhall ſupply the place 
| the Conſtable. | | 
ende of Be it further enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That every freeholder of th 
— full age of twenty-one years, having reſided in this State for the ipace of one 
year next before the election of Repreſentatives, and who is of a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour, and will take the following oath,. (or affirmation) (hal 
be entitled to all the privileges of 2 freeman of this State, viz. 
renne cat. Jin ſolemnly ſwear (or affirm) in preſence. of Almighty God, that whenever 3 
: give your vote or ſuffrage, touching any matter that concerns the State of Vermont, 
you will do it Jo as in your conſcience you ſpall judge will moſt conduce to the bj 
good of the ſame, as eſtabliſhed by the conſtitution, without fear or favour of 6 
man. So belp yon God. (Or, Under the pains and penalties of perjury) 
8 Be it fartber enalled by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall be a 
wpprodare. mitted to take the fieeman's oath, until he ſhall have obtained the approbatioi 
of the SeleQmen of the town, ſignifying that he is qualified according to thi 
act; which oath any one Juſtice of the Peace, or the Town Clerk in thei 
abſence, is hereby empowered to adminiſter, 


* 


And 
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And all ſuch perſons, admitted and ſworn as aforeſaid, ſhall be freemen of Freemens names 
this State; and their names ſhall be enrolled in a roll, in the Town Clerk's * — 
office of that town wherein they are admitted as aforeſaid. 

And that if any freeman of this State ſhall walk ſcandalouſly, or commit see court 
any ſcandalous offence, it ſhall be in the power of the Supreme Court in this = ddranchi(/. 
State, on complaint thereof to-them made, to disfranchiſe ſuch freemaa ;. who | 
ſhall Rand disfranchiſed, until by his good behaviour the ſaid Supreme Court 
ſhall ice cauſe to reſtore him to his freedom again; which the ſaid Court is 
empowered to do, 

And if any perſon,. who is not a freeman of this State, admitted and ſworn 
according to law, ſhall preſume to vote, or give in his ballot, in the election 
of any of the members of the General Aſſembly, or for a Governor, Lieut. 
Governor, Treaſurer, or Councillors; or if any freeman ſhall put in more 
than one vote for one perſon, in the ſame election to one office, he ſhall pay a 
fine of five pounds to the Treaſurer of the. town where ſuch offence is com- 
witted.. - 


for den 


rr Oreo Brace Or noe Re dara ageaocr - 


An act for the ſettlement of teſtate and inteſtate eſtates;. rama March 3 
| | 1787. - 
E it enadted by the General Aſſembly of the State Vermont, That the exe- 142 
7 


cuter or executors, named by the teftator of any laſt will or teſtament, e . 
or ſueh other perſon or perſons to whom the adminiſtration ot the eſtates of n,. 
perſons deceaſed [Hall be committed, calling or taking to him or them, two or 
more judicious and difinterefted freeholders, to be appointed by. the Judge of 
Probate who ſhall prove the will or grant letters of adminiſttation, ſhall cauſe. 
to be made by the ſaid trecholders,. (being under oath) a true and perfect in- 
ventory and appraiſal of all the eſtate whatſoever of the perſon. decealed,, as 
well real as perſonal ;, and the fame ſhall cauſe to be made of two parts, where- 
of one part by the (aid executor or executors, adminiſttator or adminiſtrators, 
ſhall be delivered to the ſaid Court ef Probate, and the other part to be and 
remain with the ſaid executor or executors,, adminiſtrator or adtniniſtrators. | 
That if any executor or executors of the laſt will ot any perſon deceaſed, . Pn ea n 
knowing ot his or their being ſo named or appointed, ſhall not within thirty — 
days next after the deceaſe of the teſtator, cauſe ſuch will to be proved and 
recorded in the Regiſter's office of that diſtri where the deceaſed perſon laſt 
dwelt ; or preſent the ſaid will, and declare his or their retuſal of the executer- 
ſhip; every executor ſo neglecting his or her truſt or duty in that behalf, 3 
(without juſt excuſe made and accepted by the Judge of Probate for fuch delay) N 
ſhall forfeit the ſum of three pounds per month, from and atter the expiratien 
at the thirty days, until he or they ſhall cauſe probate of ſueh will to be made, 
& pteſent tlic ſame as aforeſaid; And upon ſuck tetuſal of the executorroc 

| executots, 
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executors, or on his or their refuſal to 2 bond wich ſufficient ſurety, far of 
| the faithful diſcharge of his or their truſt, if the Judge of Probate mall think Ml tb 
the ſame to be neceſſary, the Court of Probate ſnall grant adminiftration of the Ml bi 


\ -eſtate of the deceaſed, with the will annexed, unto the widow, or next of kin to t 
dhe deceaſed; and upan their refuſa}, incapacity, or abſence from the State, to Ml 
one or more of the principal creditors, as the Court ſhall think fit. te 


And if the executor or executors of any laſt will or teſtament preſented for C. 
n4 exhibit an . probate to any of the Courts of Provate in this State, ſhall not within the ſpace Hof 
enten. of two months next after the probate of ſuch laſt will and teſtament, cauſe ¶ co 

ſuch inventery to be made as aforeſaid, and the ſame, to be exhibited in the 
'Regiſter's office of the ſame Court ot Probate where the ſaid will was accepted WM or 
1 and recorded; every executor ſo neglecting his or her truſt, in that cafe, Wl ©) 
4 (without,juſt excuſe made to the Judge of Grid Court, and accepted for ſuch Ml rel 
| | delay) ſhall forfeit the ſum of three pounds per month, from and after ſaid two Ml vt 
months are expired, until he or they ſhall inventory the ſaid eftate, and exhi- . 
* bir the ſaid inventory as aforeſaid, | 
Every ſuch forfeiture, as well for not cauſing the will to be proved, as for 
not exhibiting an inventory as atoreſaid, ſhall be and belong to him or them 
who ſhall ſue for the ſame, and proſecute to full effect; to be recovered by 
act ion or information in the county where the teſtator laſt dwelt, 
And if any verſon or perſons ſhall alienate or embezzle any ef the goods or 
chattels of any perſon deceaſed, before he or they have taken out letters of 
adminiſtration, and exhibited a true inventory ot all the known eſtate of the ſaid 
deceaſed, all and every perſon ſo acting, ſhall ſtand chargeable, and be liable, 
to the actions of the .creditors, and other perſons grieved, as being executon 
| in their own wrong, 1: 
= om. Be-it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That no wills or teſtaments 
tt Three ie wherein there ſhall be any deviſe or deviſes of real eſtate, ſhall be holden good, 
= and allowed for any ſuch deviſe or deviſes, if they are not witneſſed by three 
13 witneſſes, all of them ſigning in the preſence of the teſtator. 
, 4 And for preventing fraud in concealing any part ef the eſtate of any per/# 
ceaſed, | | 
m. Be it further enaſted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or perſons 
Perſons having in this State, ſhall have in his or their cuſtody or poſſeſſion, any goods or chattels 
„ = belonging to the eftate of any deceaſed petſon, ot any deeds, bills, bonds, notes, 
dee them ep, accounts, or other ſuch things as may tend to diſcloſe ſuch eſtate; and, upon 
demand of the ſame made by the executor or adminiſtrator of ſuch eſtate, ſhall 
refuſe to make delivery, or give a ſatisfaRory account thereof to the ſaid exe- 
cutor or adminiſtrator, it ſhall be in the power of any Juſtice of che Peace in 
the ſame county, upon complaint thereof made to him by the ſaid executor ot 
adminiſtrator, to 1ſſue a warrant to ſome fit perſon to apprehend ſuch offender, 
| and to bring him or her before ſuch Juſtice, who may bind ſuch perſon with 


ſufficient luceties, to appear before the next Court of Probate : and 8 _ Pat 
ou 
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Court is hereby empowered to examine ſuch offender or offenders, under his or 
their oaths, upon ſuch interrogataries touching ſuch goods, chattels, deeds, 
bills, bonds, notes, accounts, and other things tend.ng to diſcloſe the eftate 
zforclaid, as the aid Court ſhall chick fit: and if the N offenders 
ſhall reſuſe to be examined therein under oath, or to anſwer fully to ſuch in- 
terrogatories to be adminiſtered or put to ſuch perſon or perſons by the ſaid 
Court of Probate, it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Court to commit every ſuch 
offender to the common goal, there to remain until ſuch perſon ſhall better 
conform. | 

Be it ſuriber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any of the creditors, 
or legatees of the deceaſed, are aggrieved by the appraiſement of the eſtate made 
by the adminiſtrator, or the perſons appointed for that purpoſe, they may have 
relief. by application to the Court of Probate that granted adminiſtration ; 
which Court is hereby empowered and required to appoint twelve good and 
law ful men of the neighb+urhood, and to ſwear them to make a new appraiſe- 
ment of the eſtate at the then true value and worth thereof in money, according 
to their beſt {kill : and the ſaid adminiſtrator ſhall be accountable for ſuch 
eſtate according to the apprailement thereof made by the twelve men; and if 
he make payment af debts or legacies therewith, or any part thereof, the ere. 
ditors or legatees {hall have ſuch eſtate at the value ſtated by ſuch appraiſers. 

Provided, Said application be made to ſuch Court within three months after the 
inventory of ſuch. eſtate. be exhibited into the regiſtry of ſaid Court, and not after. 

Be it further enalted by the authority afereſaid, That when any perſon dies in- 
teſtate, adminiſtration of ſuch inteſtate*s eſtate ſhall be granted to the widow, 


or be impriſoned; 


' IV, 
Relief tor perſond 
aggrieved by apy 
p:aiſal, 


or next of kin to the inteſtate, or both, as the Court of Probate ſhall judge fit ; gratis 
end on granting adminiſtration on the eſtate of inteſtates, or others whomſge- 


ver, the Court of Probate granting ſuch adminiſtration, ſhall take ſufficient 
boad, with ſurety, at the diſcretion of the ſaid Court, of ſuch perſon or perſqns 
to whom adminiſtration is granted as aforeſaid, for a faithful diſcharge of that 
work: which bond ſhall be conditioned according to the form hereafter in 
this act directed. | a | 

And the Court of Probate ſhall cauſe a citation to be made out to the 
widow, or next of kin within this State capable toexecute ſaid truſt, and upon their 
deglett of appearance, or refuſal, may commit adminiſtration of any eſtate 
which an executor does not adminiſter, to ſome one or more of the chief cre- 
ditors, if accepted by him or them, or others, as the ſaid Court ſhall think fic 
upon their refuſal. 

Be it further enadled by the authority aforeſaid, That the Courts of Probates 
(debcs, tuneral, and all other jult expeaces ot all ſorts, being by ſaid Court firſt 
d&dufed) ſhall, and are hereby tully empowered, to order and make a juſt di- 
viton and diſtribution of the ſurpluſſage, or remaining goods and eſtate of ſuch 
lateftate, as well real as perſonal, in manner following, that is to ſay, one third 
part of the perſonal. eſtate to the videw of the inteſtate (if any be) * be- 

| ace 
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than ſuch children who ſhall have any eſtate by ſettlement of the inteſtate 


three freebol.'- 
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ſides her dower or thirds in the houſes and lands during life, where ſuch wide 
ſhall not be otherwiſe endowed before marriage; and all the reſidue and n 
mainder of the real and perſonal eſtate, by equal portions to and among the chi, 
dren, and ſuch as ſhall legally repreſent them, (if any of them be dead) oths 


his life time, equal to the others ſhares ; children advanced by ſettlement, « 
portions not equal to the others ſhares, to have ſo much of the ſurpluſſage 
to make the eſtates of all, of the ſame ſex, to be equal: and ine ſame ſhall 
ſo divided as that the mail heirs may have their parts in the real eſtate ſo fary 
the eſtate will allow; and where there are no ſons, the daughters ſhall inheri 
as copartners, provided that the portions or ſhares of the ſons (if any be) < 
be double to the ſhares of the daughters. a 
And the diviſion of the eſtate ſhall be made by three ſufficient freeholder 
under oath, or any two of them, te be appointed by the ſaid Court of Probat, 
unleſs all the perſons intereſted in any eſtate, being legally capable to act, ſhil 
mutually agree upon a diviſion among themſelves, and preſeat the ſame 
writing under their hands and ſeals; in which caſe ſuch agreement ſhalt 
accepted and allowed for a ſettlement of ſuch eſtate, and accounted validi 
law, being ackaowledged by the parties ſublcribing, before the ſaid Count 
Probate, or before a Juftice of the Peace, and put upon record in the recot 


| 
L 
L 
L 


of ſaid Court, ©! 
Provided nevertheleſs, That when any eſtate in houſes and lands cannot H b 

divided among the childten, without prejudice to, or fpoiling of the who hi 

being ſo repreſented and made to appear unto the faid Court of Probates, te 1: 

ſaid Court may order the whole to the eldeſt fon, if he accept of it, or to , 

other of the ſons ſucceſſively, (upon his refuſal) he, to whom it ſhall be order p 
l 


ont of dead 
irs to be div - 
od, &c, 


Eftate how divide 
8d if ae childien. 


yy *. 


ed, paying to the other children of the deceaſed, their equal and proportionale 
parts or ſhares of the true value of ſuch houſes and lands, upbn a juſt appae _ 
ment thereof, to be made by three ſufficient freeholders upon oath, to be ! 


pointed and ſworn as aforeſaid; or giving goed ſecurity to pay the ſame iſ c 


ſome convenient time, as the ſaid Court of P:ebate ſhall limit, with interelW ef 
not exceeding ſix per cent, per annum. | 

And if any of the children happen to die before he or the come of age, aff fo 
be married, the portion of ſuch child deceaſed, ſhall be equally divided ano Up 
the jurviving children, and their legal repreſentatives. And in cale there "il © 
no children, nor any legal repreſentatives of them, then one moiety of the pe U 
ſonal eſtate ſhall be allotted to the widow of che inteſtate forever, and one ibi 
& the real eſtate for term of her life : the reſidue of the real eftate received i '2 
deſcent, gift or deviſe, from tris or her patent, anceſtor, or other kindred, (bz 
belong to the brethren and ſiſters ef the inteſtate, and thoſe who legally rept 


' ſent them, of the blood of the perſon or anceſtor from whom ſuch eſtate can ha 


or deſcended, in proportion as aforeſaid : aad in caſe there be no ſuch broth 
ot liſters, nor legal repreſentatives as aforeſaid, then ſuch real an” r- 
| OrCialyy 
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aforeſaid, ſhall be and remain to the next of kin to, and of the bland of ſaid 
anceſtor, or perſon from whom ſuch real eſtate is derived as aforeſaid : and the 
remainder both of the real and perlonal eſtate, in proportion as aforeſaid, to 


every of the brethren and filters of the inteſt ate of the whole blood, and ſuch 


as legally repreſent them : or if there be no ſuch kindred, then to the parent or 


arents of the inteſtate, And if there be no parents, then in proportion as 


aforeſaid, to every of the brothers and ſiſters of the half blood of the inteſtate : 
but it there be no parent, brother or ſiſter, then in proportion as aforeſaid, to 
every of the next of kin to the inteſtate, in equal degree, and thoſe who legal- 
ly repreſent them: kindred of the whole blood to take in preference to 
kindred of the half blood, in the ſame degree. | 
And if there be no widow, all ſhall be divided and diſtributed among the 
kindred, in manner aforeſaid. , | 
And every one, to whom any ſhare or part ſhall be allotted, ſhall give bond, 
with ſuteties, deine the ſaid Court of Probates, (if debts atterward be made 
to appear) to tefund and pay back to the adminiſtrator, his or her rate, or part 
thereof; and of the adminiſtrator's charges. 5 My 
And the widows thirds or dower in the real eſtate, at the expiration of her 
term, to be alſo divided as aforeſaid, if the ſame remain then undivided. 
Be it furiber enatked by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be in the power 
of the adminiſtrator or adminiſtrators of any inteſtate eſtate, when there ſhall 
be any ſum or ſums of money, or any perſonal eſtate, to be divided among the 
heirs ot ſuch inteſtate, being minors, to veſt the ſame, or any part thereof, in 
Jands, for the uſe ot ſuch minors, and their heirs, in ſuch proportion as ſuch 
money or perional eſtate ſhould otherwiſe have been diſtributed, with the con- 
lent of their reſpective guardians, at the diſcretion, and under the direQion, of 
the Judge of Probate. 
Be it ſuriber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That every married woman, 
living with her huſband in this State, or ablent from him elſewhere, with his 


conſent, or through his meer default, or by inevitable providence; or in caſe jg. 


of divorce, where ſhe is the innocent party, that ſhall not before marriage be 
eltated, by way of jointure, in ſome houſes, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
for term of life, or with ſame other eſtate in leu thereof, ſhall immediately 
upon and after the death of her huſband, have right, title, and intereſt, by way 
of dower, in and unto one third part of the real eſtate of her deceaſed huſband, 
in houſes and lands, which he ſtood poſſcſſed of in his own righc, at the time 
cf his deceale, to be to her during her natural life; the remainder of the eſtate 
to be diſpoſed of according to the will of the deceaſed, and where there is no 
will, according to law, 


Widew's dower 
to be divided. 

RS. . 
Adminift:ators 
may veſt the e- 


tates of minors 
in lands. 


VIII. 
Widows to bars 
one third of the 
real effate dwiag 


Provided always, That this law ſhall not extend to the widows of thoſe that Provita 


have been, or may be, guilty of treaſon, | 


Aud. for the mare ealy and /peedy aſcertaining ſuch right of dewer, 
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Widow *i.,, II is further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That upon the death of any 
to be ſet out ia MAN poſſeſſcd of any real eſtate as atoreſaid, which his widow, by this a@ u 
* before expreſſed, has a right of dower in, if the perſon or perſons that by lay 
have a right to inherit ſuch eſtate, do not within ſixty days next atter the death 
ot ſuch huſband, by three ſufficient freeholders of the ſame county, to be ap. 
pointed by the Judge of Probate in whoſe diſtrict the eſtate lies, and ſworn for 
that purpoſe, ſet out and aſcertain ſuch right of dawer ; that then ſuch widow 
may make her complaint to the Judge of Probate in whoſe diſtrict the eſtat 
lies, which Judge ſhall decree and order, that ſuch woman's dowry ſhall be 
ſet out and aſcertained by three ſufficient treeholders of the county, who ſhall 
Bog be ſworn faithfully to proceed and att therein, according to their beſt ſkill; 
* and the ſaid dower being ſer out and aſcertained in either of the methods afote- 
ſaid, the doiags of ſuch freeholders ſhall be returned te the Judge who ordered 
the dower to be ſer out as aforefaid, and upon approbation thereof by the laid 
udge, ſaid dower ſhall remain fixed and certain: and all perſons concerned 
thetein ſhall be concluded thetedy. | 
| Buildings tobe And every widow, ſa endowed as aforefaid, ſhall maintain all ſuch houſe, 
he A builditigs, fences, and incloſures, as ſhall ve affigned and ſet out to her for 
ber dowry, and ſhall leave the ſame in good repair. | | 
Wide nega. "And if ſuch widow, or her 'afſigos, ſhall not maintein, and keep in good 
Res oy or repair, ſuch houſes, buildings, fences, and incloſures, as ſhall be aſſigned and 
e dale ſer out to her as aforeſaid; it ſhall be in the power of the County Court in 
| which ſuch eſtate is, opon application tv them made, te deliver ſo much of 
the ſaid hohſes and lands to the next heir of the fame, and for ſo long a war, 
as in their judgment ſhall'be ſuffictent, out of the rents or profits thereof, u 
repair ſuch defects; unleſs ſuch widow, or her aſſigns, ſhall give good ſecv- 
rity for the leaving ſuch houſes, buildiogs, fences, and inclofures, in ſufficient 
repair. , 


: 1 Nb Always provided, and it is hereby enafled, That if any perſon be aggrieved u 
3 *. any order, ſetitence, or decree, ot any Court of Probates, made for the ſetiłe 
ment and diſt/ibution of any inteſtate eſtate, or at any other order, ſentence, 

* © dectet, or denial, that ſhall at any time be made and given by the ſai Court 
of Probares, referring to the approbation of any will, grant of adminiſtration, 

or other matter, ſuch perſon may appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court: 
pro ſdcd they give ſecurity, and enter and ptoſecute ſuch appeals within ibe | 
times limitted for that purpote, as is provided and ditet᷑ted in the tawregvlating I dee 


«ppeals in civil actions. the 
XI. Be it further 'enaBed by the authority aforeſaid, That every Court of Probete I the 
me to take ſhall, upon granting adminiſtration upon the eſtate of any deceaſed perion, urn 


dice bond with ſufficient ſurety or furecies,'to the Judge of the ſaid Coutt, and WW 
| his lucceſſets in that office, with this condition, viz, * 
Conditien there= * The eondition of the above obligation is ſuch, that if the above bounden 


et, A. B. ad imiſtrator of all and ſingular the goads,'chatrels, credits, and w_ 
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of C. D. deceaſed, do make, or cauſe to be made, a true and perfect inventary 


ot all and fingular the geods, chattels, credits and eſtate of the ſaid degeaſecl, 
which have or Thall come to the hands, pofſeſſion, or knowledge, of the ſaid 
A. B. or into the hands or poſſcſſion of any perſon or perſons for him; and 
the ſame ſo made, do exhibir, or cauſe to be exhibited, into the regiſtry of the 
ſaid Court of Probates in the diſtrict of., at or before the day of. 
next enſuing and the ſame goods, chattels, credits and eſtate, and all other of 
the goods, chattels, credits and eſtate, ot the ſaid deceaſed, at the time of his 
death, which at any time after ſhall come inte the hands or poſſeſſion of the . 


ſaid A. B. or into the hands er poſſeſſion of any perſon or perſons for him, do — 4 


well and truly adminiſter according to law. And further do make, or eauſe to 
be made, a true and juſt account of his ſaid adminiſtration, at or before the 
day of——, and all the reſt and refidue of the ſaid geods, chattels, credits 


and eftate, which ſhall be found remaining upon the faid adminiftratar's ac 


count, (the ſame being firſt examined and allowed by the ſaid Court of Pro- 
bates) ſhail deliver and pay unto ſuch perſon or perſons reſpeQively, as the 
ſaid Court of Probares, by their decree or ſentence, purſuant to the true intent 
and meaning of the law, ſhall limit and appoint : and if it mall hereafter y | 
pear that any laſt will and teſtament was made by the ſaid deceaſed and 
executoror executors therein named exhibit the ſame into the ſaid Court, making 
requeſt to have it allowed and approved accordingly :—if the ſaid A. B. being 
thereunto required, do render and deliver the faid letters of adminiſtration, 
(approbation ot ſuch teſtament being firft had and made) in the ſaid Court, 
then this obligation to be void and ot no effect, or elſe to remain in full force 
and virtue.“ | 950 

And be it further enatted by the anthority aforeſaid, That when the debts and 
charges allowed by the Court of Probate, in the ſettlement of any inteftate When pul 
eſtate, (or any teftate eſtate where proviſion is not made by the will of the tel. 4 
teſtator) ſhall exceed the perſonal eſtate, it ſhall be lawful for the Judges of 4, tale of 16s 
luch Courts reſpeRively, to order the {ale ot ſo much of the real eſtate as ſhail «Rae. 
de ſufficient to pay the ſame, with the incidental charges of ſale, in ſuch manner as 
ſhall appear to them to be moſt for the benefit of ſuch eſtates z which ſales 
wall be made by a Commiffioner or Commiſſioners appointed by the Judge, 
and when made, ſhall be good and effectual in law, 

And all ſuch houſes and buildings as appertain to the eſtate of any perſon 
deceaſed, fhall be kept and maintained in tenantable repair by the revenue of — 
the lands belonging to ſuch eſtate z and ſhall in ſuch repair, be delivered to 
the heirs or tegatees, at the time of the diviſion or diſtribution thereof (extra- 
ornary caſualties excepted). . 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That when the eſtate of any Kut. 
perion deceaſed ſhall be intuffi tent to pay the juſt debts charged upon the dee 
lame, tuch eſtate ſhall be diſpoſed of by the a4miniſtrator, in the beſt way aad 
manner as the Judge mall order; and the produce thereof divided and diltri- 

ONO P buted 
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buted to the creditors. in proportion to the ſums reſpectively owing to them, ſo Nu 
far as the eſtate will extend ; ſaving the debts due to this State, and for the MW n 
laſt fickneſs, and neceſſary funeral charges, which ſhall be firſt paid. 

And the executor, or adminiſtrator, appointed to adminiſter on ſuch inſol. u 
vent eſtate, before pay ment be made to any perſon, (except as before excepted) ll th 
ſhall repreſent the condition and circumſtances thereof te the Judge of Probate, fl cf 
who ſhall nominate and appoint two or more fit and indifferent perſons Com- 
miſſioners, whe ſhall be ſworn to a true and faithful performanee of their truſt, Nec 
and who ſhail then proceed to appoint times and places to fit and examine the n 
claims on ſuch eſtate, and publiſh the ſame, by ſetting up or poſting notifies. Ml hi 
tions thereof in ſome public place in the town where ſuch deeeaſed perſon lat Wi to 
reſided, and in ene or more ef the newſpapers-printed in this-State, and in ſuch or 
other places as the. Judge ſhall direct. And the ſaid Judge ſhall allow two, 
ſix, twelve, or eighteen months, (as the eircumſtances of the eſtate may require) 
for the creditors to bring in their claims and prove their debts ; and the ſame 
further te prolong, if ſuch Judge ſhall determine it to be neceſſary: at the end 
of which limited time ſuch Commiſſioners ſhall make their report, and preſent 
a liſt of the claims to the ſaid Judge, ho ſhall. order them meet recampence 
out of ſaid eſtate. 

Babes de tothe And the debts due to this State, and for the laſt fickneſs;. neceſſary funent 
— e charges, and coſt of ſettlement, being deducted, (ſuch eſtate being found u 

be inſolvent) the Judge ſhall order the remainder to be divided to the other 
creditors whe ſhall have made out and evidenced their claims as- aforeſaid; 
ſaving to the widow (if any be) ſuch houſehold goods as in this act hereafter 
are allowed to her, and her dower during life; which ſhall alſo be ſold by the 
adminiſtrator immediately, with the incumbrance of the widow having the ul 
thereof during her life. | 

Provided, That where the widow, and two thirds in value ot the crediton, 
Mall mutually agree upon a-portion of the real eſtate to be aſſigned to her dv- 
ring her life, or of the perſonal eſtate to be ſet off to her torever, in lieu of het 
dower, with the approbation of the Court of Probate, the lame ſhall be val 
and binding. 

Provided alſo, That notwithſtanding the report of any ſuch Commiſionen, 
or allowances thereof made by the Court of Probate, .it ſhall and may be la tu 
to and for the executors or adminiſtrators aforeſaid, to conteſt the proof of any 
debt at common law. And no proceſs in law (except for debts: due to thi 
State, and for ſicknels,. and funeral charges) ſhall be admitted againſt the en- 
ecutors or adminiſtrators of any eſtate repreſented inſolvent, ſo long as the ſame 
ſhall be depending as atoreſaid. | 
nter ne- And whatſoever. creditor ſhall not make out his or her claim with ſv 
| 828 9 Commiſſioners, before the full expiration of the time ſet and limited for that ν 
| purpoſe as aforeſaid;, ſaid creditor ſhall forever be. debarred of his or her deb'agh*"l 
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valeſs he or ſhe can ſhew or find ſome other or further eſtate of the deceaſed,- 
not before diſeovered and put into the inyentery. 

And be it ſurther enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That the executors or ad- _ — 4 ol 
miniſtrators of any eſtate, may publiſh a notification, under the direction of ye nee wn. 


the Judge of Probate, requiring all perſons, having any demands on ſuch d. direQicn of” 


e, eſtate, to bring in their claims within ſuch time as the ſaid Judge ſhall appoint, 2 
n- Wl z0t exceeding eighteen months; which notification ſhall be poſted and publiſh- 
& Ned, io ſuch manner, and in ſuch places, as the {aid Judge ſhall direct, ſo as 


moſt efeQually to notify the creditors : and every creditor who ſhall not ex- 
hibit his debt or demand againſt fuch eſtate, to the executors or adminiſtra- 
tors, within the time limited by ſaid Judge, ſhall be forever barred his, her, 
or their debt or demand, | | 

And be it further enafltd by the authority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall happen, wy; 
that the perſonal eſtate of a deceaſed inteſtate, leaving a widow, is not ſufficient — wh 
for the payment of the debts of the ſaid deceaſed, beſides ſuch houſehold gaeds e is n 
u are neceſſary for the ſupport of lite, and are exempted from execution in wet 
the law, entitled, An ad direBing and regulating the levying and ſerving executions,. 
in ſuch caſe, the Court ef Probate that grants admintſtration on the eſtate of 
the deceaſed, ſhall, in his diſcretion, order unte-the widow of the deceaſed, 
ſuch neceſſary houſcheld goods as are expreſſed in that act, tor her uſe, during, 
life. 

And be it further enacted by the autberity aforeſaid;. That when, and ſo often 
id; WJ =, there ſhall be eccafion, the Courts of Probates in the ſeveral diſtricts in this * 
free State, (hall be, and they are hereby empowered, to allow of guardians who ſhall o and ee 
the de choſen by minors of age by law for chooſing guardians, and to appoint e 
ule WW avardians for ſuch as ſhall be within that age; and that when it ſhall'ſo happen 

that there ſhall be any minor of age for chooſing a guardian, whe hath neither 
om, father, guardian, nor maſter, then each and every of the Judges of the ſaid 
du- WW Courts of Probate within whoſe diſtrict ſueh minor lives or reſides, ſhall notify 
ber boch minor to appear before, him, and ele ſome fit perſon te be his or her 
ad WI $vard:an-; which being done, the ſame may be allewed as aforeſaid :. and upon 
Refuſal or neglect to make ſuch choice or election, ſuch Judge ſhall appoint, 
nd the reſpective Judges aforeſaid are hereby empowered to appoint, a guar- 
tian for ſuch minor neglecting or refuſing as atoreſaid. And the power and 
wthority: of ſuch guardian ſhall be as good and effeftual to alt intents and 
2 as if firſt elected by ſuch minor, and thereupon allowed as afore- r 
IQ, - 
And every Judge of Probate, en his allowing or appointing any guardian T Gnndty- 
u aforeſaid, ſhall take ſufficient ſecurity of all. ſueh guardians tor the faithful * 
dicharge of their truſt, according to law; and oblige them to render an ac- 
tount of their guardianſhip to the Court, er minor, when ſuch minor ſhall 
«rive at full age, or at any other time which the ſaid Court of Probate, upon 
kmplaint io them made, thall ſee caule 10 appoint, And 


8$TATUTES or VERMONY. 


— 
* 


- 2 


60 Levying and ſerving of Executions. 

: _ — — A——————TLCIDG — 2 

den And ſuch guardians may at any time during the continuance of their n ch 
guardianſhip, account with the Judge of Probate of the diſtrict, upon ib by 


own application. | pr 

He Ne or 
©2000 Wop oHngog god. ke 
@affed Feb. 28, 3 : : : ore 
7. An act direttiag and regulating the levying and ſerving of Executions, Wl in 
| For duly regulating the ſervice of executions, me 

15 | ch 

O, ts te. D E i nan by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That when u «it 
mand debt ae zudgment is recovered, and execution taken out thereon, the Sheriff oil of 


ROD other officer to whom execution is directed, ſhall repair to the place of d 
debtor's uſual abede, if within his precin&, and there make demand of the ſy 
or debt due on fuch execution, with all neceſſary charges of executing the ſane 
2nd upon refuſal or negle@ of the ſame, the efficer ſhall levy the executi 
Scolrnemptes. Upon any of the moveable eſtate of the debtor, except one cow, and neceſn 
apparel, bedding, tools, arms, or implements of his houſehold - neceſſary fer 
upholding lite; but not on ſuch goods as laſt aforeſaid, unleſs preſented by 
the debtor. 
ente bepet- And the officer ſhall forthwith draw an account of the goods or eſtate h 
%% ſhall ſo ſeize and take, and ſet up the ſame on the fignpoſt of the ton wherei 
he ſhall ſeize the ſame, or at ſuch other place as may be agreed upon betwer 
8 the officer and debtor; and the officer ſhall ſet up together with ſuck accoun, 
a notification, that the goods ſo poſteu, are to be ſold at the place where ſuch g 
fication was ſet up, at a time to be therein mentioned, not leſs than twent 
days from the time of fitting up ſuch notification. 

And in caſe the debtor ſhall not, within the ſaid twenty days, pay the deb. 
and all the coft and charges arifing therean, the officer ſhall cauſe public pi 
clamation to be made at the place of ſale, to give notice that ſuch goods, « 
ſo many of them, are to be ſold as ſhall be neceſſary there, at an out cry, tot 
higheſt bidder : and of the effects thereof, the officer ſhall pay the debt ant 
Charges due to the crediter, and ſatisfy himſelf for his own fees and charge 
god the overplus (if any be) return ie the owner thereof. 

Provided, That whenever an officer ſhall levy on aoy perſonal eftate, if i 
creditor ſhall chooſe to have the ſame appraiſed to him, it ſhall be lawful fo 
ſuch officer to cauſe ſuch property to be appraiſed to the ereditor, in ſatisfactia 
of his debt, in the manner herein after directed, in cale of appraiſing real eſtatt 
That in caſe moveable or perſonal eſtate of the debtor ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
debt and charges cannot be found, and the creditor ſhall not agree to accef* 
or take the debtor's lands, the officer ſhall levy the execution on the debio! 
body, and him commit to the common goal, in the county in which the 


eution is levied ; where the debtor * temain uatil he fhall pay the debt 2 


charges, 
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charges, with the officer's and priſookeeper*s fees, or be otherwiſe diſcharged 
by oue courſe of law. And every officer who ſhall commit any perſon to 
priſen by virtue of any diſtreſs or execution, ſhall deliver a copy of ſuch writ 
or execution, aad ot his return, ſigned by ſuch officer, to the goaler or priſon- 
keeper; which copy ſo ſigned and delivered, ſhall be a ſufficient warrant or 
order to the goaler, to recezve ſuch perfon or perſons, and him or them to hold 
in lafe cuſtody till delivered by law. | ” 
And be it further enacled by the authority aforeſaid, That all lands and tene- 11. 
ments belengiug to any perion in his own proper right, in fee, ſhall ſtand 
charged with all the juſt debis owing from ſuch perſon, as well as his perſonal 
eſtate, and ſhall be liable te be taken in execution for che ſame, at the election 
of the creditor, where the debtor er his attorney ſhall not expoſe and render Lande taken, ex? 
perſonal eſtate, ſufficient to ſatisfy the execution, and charges: And all execu- u e vt 
tions, duly ſerved upon any ſuch houſes and lands, with the recurn of the 
officer thereon, being recorded in the records of lands in the town wherein ſuch 
houſes and lands are ſituate, or in the office where deeds reſpecting ſuch lands 
ought by law to be recorded, and alſo returned in to the office of the Clerk of 
the Court or Juſtice where the ſame iſſued, and there recorded, ſhall, againſt 
the debtor, his heirs and aſſigns, make a good title to the party for whom they 
ſhall be taken, his heirs and aſſigns forever, N 
And whenever any execution ſhall be levied on lands, the ſame ſhall be 
appraiſed, by indifferent freeholders of the vicinity of the town or place where 
ſuch lands lie, or if that town be a party, then of the next adjaining town; prin to roo 
one ot whom may be choſen by the debtor, and another by the creditor, and if ppraiſes. 
they do not agree in chooſing a third, or if eitker party negle& to chooſe, the 
officer ſhall apply to the next Juſtice of the Peace, who by law may judge 
between the parties in civil cauſes z which Juſtice ſhall appoint one or more 
appraiſers, as the cale may be; which appraiſer ſhall be ſworn by the officer 
according to Jaw, | 
And it ſhall be the duty of the officer to cauſe ſuck execution, with his en- 
corſement thereon, to be entered on the town records, or in the proper office, 
u aforeſaid, before he return the ſame z and the officer ſhall have two ſhillings 
lor cauſing the ſame to be recorded, with additional fees for bis travel, | 
And all writs of execution, iſſued by the reſpective County Courts, or by 4 Theexteatoſex; 
Juſtice af the Peace, ſhall run into any county, or place within this State, and «ten 
de there executed by any officer to whom directed. | 
And every writ of execution, iſſued by the Supreme or any County Court, ef tern 
ſhall be made returnable within ſixty days or to the next Court, (if not leſs 
than ſixty days) at the election of him who prays it out. And all Conſtables, 
6s well as Sheriffs, ſhall have power to execute any writ of exccution to them ait pa apa 
directed, within their on ptecincts. _— 
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An act for the regulation of Fees, 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the fea 
to be taken by the ſeveral officers of this State herein after mentioned, 
fo far as the ſame are particularly enumerated, be as follows, viz. 
Governor's Fees. 
Oa ſigning each charter for a townſhip of fix miles AY ce 0 
or more, * 
And in proportion for a leſs quantity. 
| Lieutenant-Governor's Fees. 
For attending the Council per day, — - 
Travel per mile out, . - - 
Councillors Fees. 
For attending Council per day, - - 
Travel per mile out, . - - « 
Repreſentatives Fees.” 
For attending the General Aſſembly per day, - 
The Spraker of the General Aſſembly per day, - 
Clerk of the General Aſſembly per gay, . 
Travel per mile out, — — 
Supreme Courts Fees, 
Chief Judge while on the circuits, per day, - 
Each of the other Judges, while on the circuits, per day, 
For recognizance, and allowing and ſigning a writ of 
error, audita querela, or certiorari, |, | 
To the Jury for each action tried, - 
And there ſhall be paid into the Clerk's hands for the bene- 
fit of the Judges attending, for each action tried, F 
And for each default or confeſſion, - - Wo 
Clerk of Supreme Courts Fees. 
For each day's attendance on the Court while on the Circuits, 
Entering each action for trial, - — - 
Entering each judgment by default or confeſſion, = 
Recording each judgment on demurrer and after verdict, 
Taking each recognizance in Court, - 
Filing each recognizance, teſtimony, and otker neceſſary 3 
paper, 
an rule of Court, - - 6 
Every execution, : 
Copies of each paper, ſo much as mall be taxed by the 7 
Court, according to the length, 
For other ſervices not herein enumerated, ſuch ſum as 
hall Þ be allowed by the Coun, 8 | 
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County Courts Fees. 


For each judgment after verdict or on demurrer, to be my 1 f 8 County court'd 
cen to the Clerk for the benefit of the J _ PR 4 
ed, For each default or confeſſion, "RE 
Eor each licence to a tavernkeeper, - E23 =... 
On the firſt entry of each action, - 8 £4 
The Chief Judges ſhare of the above perquiſites, to be one} 
a quarter part more than that of either of the Side Judges 
Bond, allowance, and ſigning an audita querela, for each ſigner,o 3 © 
To the Jury for each action tried, - E 
Clerk of County Courts Fees. Clk of county 
Entering each aQion, - - © 1 oO W en- 
Entering each judgment by default or confeſſion, - 6 
) Entering each judgment en demurrer or after verdict, @ 98 
; Every appeal or review, 0 + 2: SE 
Filing each recognizance, reſtimony, and other neceſſary 
| paper, enn 
ö Taking each recognizance in Court, - - e C2. 
Entering the common rule in eject ment, - - © "$78 
J Every other rule or order of Court, - - 8 CY 
| Every execution, including the filing of the ſame, - 05>. $15 Þ 
” For each licence to a tavernkeeper, 8 
7 Copies of each paper, ſuch ſum as ſhall be allowed by the 
| Court, according to the length. 
For other ſervices not herein particularly enumerated, 
p ſuch ſum as ſhall be allowed by the Court, 
Tuftices Fees, 
For drawing a writ, - - - < 3 © Tt © juin ny 
Signing a ſummons, — o 6 
Signing all attachments or — when bond is given, © SY 
j Subpœna for each witneſs, - « — 4 
; For judgment, in each action tried, "3% 2 6 
5 If on the verdict of a Jury, — 5 9 1 
J Every execution, . - © £6 
y Each continuance, 2 83 
5 Every warrant for criminals, "and bead, 8 * 6 '&=Y 
Copy of each evidence, — - . 83 
9 Copy of judgment, — — - - 0 1 oO 
6 Recognizance, - - - $24 © *Þ 
Each venire for a Jury, > - g® S*a@+Y 
Judgment on confeſſion, or default, 2 1 
Afﬀilavits taken out of Court, . 3 
Takiog the ackagwledgment of a deed, &c, 1 
; Judge 
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— — — — — 
PIN Oe © ; Judge of Prohate's oo 
das For granting adminiſtration, - - ® 2 
If the inventory exceeds fifty pounds, - — 39 
Receiving and proving each will, where the inventory 1 
not exceed fifty pounds, fo a 
It the inventory exceeds fifty pounds, W '» © 3 
Allowing of accounts, ſettling and n inteſtate eſtates, o 5 
Every neceſſary order or rule, - "2 
Appointment of perſons to inventory and oppraile an eſtate, © 1 
Appointiag a Committee te 4 off a widow's dower, © 1 
Appointing guardians, 3 
Clerk of pros Clerk of Court of Probate” s Fees, | 
1 00g For drawing and bling admiaiſtration bond, - - - @ 2 
ach letter of adminiſtration, « . — 66 9 © 2 
Drawing probate of a will, where the inventory dees — » 
exceed fitty pounds, . 
W beße it does exceed fifty pounds, - 8 
Recording or copying a will, inventory, or other neceſſary 8 
paper, for each . words | jo 
Every citation, . . a . - 0 
Every quietus ot acquittance, _ 8 . 2 
Making out a commiſſion, to recejve and examine the} „ 
claims of —— to inſalvent eſtates, K 
Regiſtering the ſame, - Wigs 2»; woe lb 
Entering an order upon the ademidiftrator to pay out. the 
eſtate, in proportion, unto the ſeveral creditors at I 
by the Commiſſioners, | 
Entering every other neceſſary order or rule, N 
Drawing and filing every guardian bond, © 2 
For every other otceflary ſervice, unt herein particularly: 
8 1. ſuch ſum as ſhall be allowed by the Judge. 
Steretary of . Cecretary of (be State's Fees, 
Ge For recording laws in the State records, for every hundredwords,o 0 
For receiving and filing each petition of a private nature, o 
For receiving and filing each petition for land, < 0 1 
For copies ot laws, petitions, &c. foreach, hundred: reer 0 o 
For ench citation between party aod party, — 8 -*4 
And there ſhall be paid to the Secretary, for the uſe of the) 
» treaſury, on the filing of each petition between party ain (9) 
party, to be determined by che Aſſembly, 
For drawing, aueſting, and regiltering each charter of incor- T 2 
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For man, horſe, and expences, each mile out, if not 
It acroly the Green - Mountain, for thirty miles diſtance, at 
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Regulating and fating Fees, 
For attending the General ANA Her _— „ 
| Travel per mile out, O 
Secretary of the Canncit';/ Feet. 


For each military commiſſion, he fading blanks, - © 
Each commiſſion for the Judges of the Supreme Court, o 


Each commiſſion for the Juſtices of a county, 0- 


Each commiſſion for Judges of County and Probate Courts, o 
Every order of Council for the benefic of n perſons, o 


Afﬀixing the State ſeal, each time, =. 2 i. 8 

 Auending Council, per day, . 88 - o 

Travel per mile out, 1 D 
Town Clerk's Fees. 

For recording a dee. 0 

For the copy of a deed, ö * _ „ 

Recording a ſurvey bill, — - - 0 

Recording a matriage, birth, or death, - „ 

Revording | each - mark, - ä - . 0 
Atternies Fees. © 

For drawing a writ on a note not .negotiated, 0 


For other writs, ſuch ſum as ſhall be allowed by the 
Court, in proportion to their length and difficulty. 


To the State's Attorney, for proſecutigg each "by ey 


action to effect, ſuch ſum.as ſhall be allowed by the 1 
Court, not exceeding thirty ſhillings, 

Poſt Wages. 
acroſs the Green-Mountain, to 


ſix pence per mile, | ws. 
Sheriffs Conſtables, Plaintiffs, Defendants, Witneſſes, Furors, 
_ Appraiſers fees, Ie, 
Setving every len on each beds. by reading, - 0 
If by copy, g - 10 
Bail if taken, * - 0 


For levying each execution, to be oe hilliag, fo: one pound 
or Ing and three pence on the pound tor every. m_—_ 
above. 


For each day's attendance upon the appraiſement or ſale 
of eſtate taken in execution, 


For attending on a Juſtice's Court, when obliged to attend, 


8 -4 each action tried, 
ach mile's travel from the plac? of ſervice to the place ot 
holding the Court, (executions excepted) 
R 
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4 Sheriffs attending the General Aſſembly, Supreme: or Shs 
k County Courts, per day, | Y 6 
Ky Conſtables for the like ſervice, per day; - & 
1 4 Fees for 2 attending to u en eſtate a whole day, 0:4 6 
pl f For hal day, - oO F 6 
1 When judgment is rendered by default in a County or Su- J'/: * 
0 4 Fees for plalat l. preme Court, f n, IN 
6 | When judgment is rendered in litigated' ſuits, — * 90-0 
| 1 | Attending any Juſtice's Court, for each action, o© * 0 
1 Wleneſſes for attending, any Court, per day, — — 0 9 
lt For attending a Juſtice's Court half a day, + >" 4 IL 
Travel for Piaintift or Defendant in any County or Su- 
preme Court, per mile, within this State, jo * Goh 
Travel of Witneſſes per mile; - - o O ; 
| Fees for freeholders ſummoned to aſſeſs the damages ſuſ- 
tained in laying out high-ways, ſhall be for each IT g- 0 
. holder per day, | 
—— For half a day, | © 2 0 
The Sheriff attending on ſuch freeholders, per day, 0 


> 


Jury for a Fuſtice's Court, for each action tried, (in civil} 
cauſes to be advanced by the party praying a Jury, } © 9g. 0 
before the iffuing a venire) n F 

Jury in caſe of forcible entry and detainer, ſuch ſum as wall 
be allowed by the Juſtices, according to the time in ſet vice. 


os 


EOS 
For commitment of a priſoner, - ow” | „ 
For diſcharge of a priſoner, - — „0 CE 
+) For dieting @ ptiſoner per week, o 8 * 
County dar vors F, ees. 
For himſelf and horſe pet day, beſides expences, — o 60 
| Sheriffs and Conſtables affiftants Fees. 
For each man who actends the Sheriff ot Conltable per day, 0 4 0 
For halt a day, - 29 2' 0 
* Grand" ver Fees. | 
For ach day 's attendance at the-Supreme or County Court,)  , 6 
for each Grand Juror, $5.28 
For each milc's travel from their teſpective dwelling- * 4 
'y houſes to the Court, ' 


Fees for Agents to Congreſs. 
For each day's fervice, (cxclulive of expences) finding 
their own horſes, 
Fees for - Auditors of accounts. 
For each day's ſervice, they bearing their own cxpenee, 


* 
- 
* 
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Each mile's travel; ” 


ment as the Supreme Court ſhall orde 
aggrieved party, | 

That if any perſon ſhall on purpoſe, and of malice prepenſe, or by lying in 
Wait cut aut or diſable the tongue, or put out an exe or eyes, of any perſon 


—_— 


Felonies. 


Committee of Pay table, each per day, - - 

Travel per mile our, - - > 

CotleQors of taxes to be allowed the like fees as Sheriffs in 
caſes of execution, where they levy. on perſons or eſtate, 
and one pound out of each fifty pounds collected and paid. 


into the treaſury, 
Proprietors. Colleors Fees. . 


Four pence per mile from his dwelling-houſe to the place of 


ſale, to be equally divided. among the delinquent propri-- 
etors. 


For attendance and ſale of each deli quent proprietor's right, o 


For each-deed and acknowledgment thereof, - = 


Q. 
For drawing and conveying an advertiſement — 8 


Printing - Offices, 2 
ors Lees. 
For all horſe kind, and neat catile, per head 2 
For ſheep per head, - - . 


For (ſwine per head, - - - 
Three quarters whereot to the impounder, and one quarter to 
the keeper of the key. 9 
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An act for the puniſhment of divers eapital and other Felonies. 


E it ertafled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any 
man or woman ſhall lie with any beaſt, by carnal copulation z, fuch 
pe: ſon ſhall be put to death, and the beaſt ſhall be ſlain and buried. 
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That if any man lieth with mankind, as he lieth with. a woman, they both golemys: 


ſhall ſuffer death, except one of the parties were forced, or under fifteen years 
of age; in which caſe the party forced, or under the a 
be liable to ſuffer laid puniſhment. 


ge aforeſaid, ſhall not 


14 


That if any perſon ſhall bear falſe witneſs, wilfully, and of purpoſe to take vn o 7 


away any man's life, ſuch offender ſnall be put to death. 


That if any perſons of the age ot fourteen years or upwards, ſhall wilfully, , 


and of purpoſe, burn any houſe, barn, or oui-houſe, to the prejudice or ha- 
2ard of any perſon's life, he ſhall ſuffer death. Or if no prejudice or hazard 

t any perſon's life happen thereby, he ſhall. ſuffer ſuch other ſevere puniſh- | 
r, and make good all damages to the +=; 
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* Felonies. 
4" — e a — 
g . ſo that he of ſhe is thereby rendered blind, or ſhall cut off all or any of the 
| 1 privy membets of any perſon, or ſnhall be aiding or aſſiſting therein, ke ſhil he 
1 4 g faffer deat. 55 | | 5 
e. That it any perſon "ſhall wilfully blaſphetne the name ot God the Fuba ou 


Son, or Holy Gu; every perſon ſo offending, ſhall be puniſhed by whipping 
not exceeding forty ftripes, on the naked body, and ſitting in the pittory one 
hour; and may be bound to his good behaviour, at the diforetion uf the Su. be 
preme- Court whb ſhall hive 60pnizance'of the offence. 
FI. And be it furiber enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That every perſon why 
ſhall be convicted of the crime of 'Morder, or of the wilfylkitling of any pe. Mer 
ſon with malice prepenſe, or ſnall ſlay or kill any perſon by guile, either by{Wſhou 
Poiſoning, dr other ſuch deteſtable practices, Thall ſuffer death. 
Muſlughty, And that every perſon who fhall be convicted of Manſlaughter, or the ved: 
fol killing of any perſon without malice prepenſe, ſhall forfeit to the puble 
treaſury of this State, all the goods and chattels which to Him or her belongei 
3 at the time of committing ſaid erime; und mall be further puniſhed by whip 
rn Ping In the naked body, not exceeding forty ſttipes, and be burnt da the 
| hand With the letter M, on a hot iron, and ſhall be ferever diſabled fron 
Sivigg evidence or verdict in any Court in this Stare, | | 
en. Provided nber, That anyperlon who, in the juſtund neceſſary defence ö 
"© of his life, or the lite of any other, Thall kill any perſon, attempting to rob 
or murder, in the field or highway, or to break into any houſe, ſhall be hob 
eine. — 


den tobertas mam li women That have been rlbvertd of \dafthrd chin mal 
4 avoid their ſhame, and to eſcape puniſhment, do ſecretly bury or conceal i 

tea of ibtir cbilumn, \mitafrer, ebe chu be found watt; \the mothit wer 
motbers ds frequently allidge' the ſaid children were borm dead ;,+—whereas it ſons 
times fallolb bus, (allbng bur N to be proved) us 'the ſaid chili er. pen 
D by Hhiir SealPmnordevs, "or by'thair aſſourcor\procuremthl : 


arte an e ff uber dhe nunbority afwi/ard, I wat if an be detivs 
dend dienen. ed of any iſſue of her body, male or female, Hel if it were born alive 
9 dy sa bela büſtard, and le endenvor privately, eicher by grownidg!or f. 
5 cret burying theresf, *6r4iny/6ther'way, by berleit, orthe procuremet 
8 of others, ſo to conceal the death therebf that ic ſhall not be known whether 
Vas born alive or not; infevery ſuch caſe, the mother, ſo offending, ſhall 
*accounited guilty of murder; and ſhall ſuffer death therefor, as in caſes 

murder; except ſuch mether can make proof, by one witneſs at leaſt, 

3 ſuch child was born dead. e 
= Opry And be it ſurther enaBed by the authority aforeſaid, That whoſoever ſhall 
1 «. guilty of Burglary, by breaking open any dwelling-houſe, or ſhop, 'waere 
1 are depoſited goods, wares, or merchandize, or ſhall commit Robbery, i 


* 
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he perpetration of ſaid crimes the perſon or perſons committing the ſame hall 
de guilty of any perlonal abuſe or violence, of ſhall be ſo armed with any dane 
2erous weapon as clearly to indicate their violent intentions; ſuch perſons , — 7 


in, Wound guilty as aforeſaid, and being thereof convicted betore the Supreme 
Court, ſhall ſuffer death. 9 
And if upon the trial of any perſon for Burglary or Robbery, the commiſſion 


hereof ſhall not appear to be attended with the aggravated circumſtances of Ponifiment 
perſonal terror, force, and vivlence, as aforeſaid, the perſon or perſons, found 2 
guilty of the ſame, ſhall be puniſhed with whipping on the naked body, not force & eee 
xceeding forty ſtripes, and with impriſonment in any of the goals or work- 
houſes in this State, not exceeding ten years, at the diſcretion of the Supreme 

ourt before whom the conviction is had; and if any perſon ſhall be convict- 
d a ſecond time of the oftence of Burglary or Robbery, he ſhall be put te 
heath. 

*. 
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An aft reſpeQing Fences, - W | 


HERE AS, many difficulties have ariſen by means of partition fencts net Panade 
being properly regulated T heretore, | | 
| 6 


E it enaded by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whenever 
any perſons have improvements adjoining each other, the expence of 122 *. 


o 


=- S- 8 


making and maintaining a lawful fence ſhall be equally divided between them: how to be 


and if they Cannot agree to divide the ſame, it ſhall. be divided by the Sele&. tained. 
men, or three indifferent freeholders, of ſuch town where ſuch land lieth, each 
paying their part of the expence of ſuch diviſion : and where it ſhall ſo hap- 
pen that any perſon or petſons ſhall make fence againſt the lang of another, 
and the perſon againſt whoſe land the fence ſhall be made, ſhall improveagainſt 
the ſame, he or ſhe ſhall pay the perſon who built ſaid fence for the dhe half | 
thereot z to be appraiſed by the Seiectmen, or by three indifferent freeholders, 4Y 
of the town where ſuch land lieth. And if either of the parties or — 
whoſe improvements ſo adjoin each other, ſhall retuſe or neglect to make o + 
maintain his, her, or their proper part of ſaid fence, having ten days notice, 
then the-aggrieved party may enter complaint thereof to a Juſtice of the Peace, — porly: 
who is hereby directed to ſummon ſuch delinquent or delinquents, to anſwer 
for his, her, or their neglect ; and being found delinquent, ſhall grant execu- 
non thereon for coſt and damage, | 
And be it further enacled by the authority aforeſaid, That no tence within this n. 

State ſhall be deemed lawiul, uolels it be four tee and an half high, well built 8 11 
with logs or rails, well ſtaked boards, or other materials, or fence equivalent, m_y 
or made of ſtones four feet in heighth. WIS. 
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Pafſed Feb. 27, 


4 — An act for the regulating Ferries and Ferriages within this State. . 
| | c 
Preamble. 1,44 HEREAS, it bas been found by experience, that great advantage | 

| been taken, by ſerrymen demanding unreaſonable prices for their ſervig 
And whereas, this Aſſembly cannot ſo well diſtinguiſh between ihe ſeveral rm © 
and the ſeveral parts of the ſame river, pond, or late, on account of diſts If 
ſwiftne(s of water, number of travellers, &c. C 
Therefore, to prevent ſuch- impoſitiens for the future, P 
| | ſ! 
E it enafed by the General. Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the Ml it 

13 giſtrates, Selectmen, and Conttables, of the ſeveral towns where ferrs 
agitvater, &e. arc needed, ſhall meet before the firſt day of Auguſt annually, at a time ot 
3 te place by them agreed on, and appoint proper perſons and places tor fett d- 
and provide ſuitable roads to and from the lame ; and further regulate the pi to 

thereof, according to the profits of ſuch. ferries,. and price of labour to | 
varied from time to time, as occaſion ſhall require, 81 
{Wor town: to And where two or more towns ſhall border on the ſame river, pond, or lil M 
* 20> oppoſite to each other, within this State, the Magiſtrates, Selectmen, and Cu Þ) 
ſtables, of ſuch towns, ſhall meet together for the purpoſes, and by the tin w 
aforeſaid, | of 
Fader foe And if any perſon or perſons ſhall tranſgreſs this act, by demanding u ©" 
Pune. greater ſum for terriage than ſhall be ſtated by the authority aforeſaid, he f 
Py they ſhall, for every ſueh offence, forfeit the ſum of fifteen ſhillings ; one hi th 
to the informer who ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, and the other half to pa 
town treaſury where ſuch offence is committed; to be recovered by action ot 
debt, before any Juſtice of the Peace in the county where ſuch offence is c. Va 
mitted, 1 
fi 
1001 aeraeoran eo O . eco 
pe! 
Paſſes March 9, An act regulating the diſpoſal of Fines and Penalties, and the payment of cal eff, 
n ä in cale of Delic quencies, " 
. | 1 a in 
2 F it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That af 
. * perion ho ſhall at any time be fined for the breach ot any penal law, ¶ del 
for 0+her juſt cauſe, ſhall forthwich pay ſuch fine or penal:y,.or give in gout the 
and ir ficient lecurity ſpeedily to do the fame, or ſhall, by order of the Cout 
or Juſtice impoſing the ſame, be impriſoned, or bound out and kept ia fervi ſon 
until it be paid, or be liable to have his or her eftate fold therefor, of 
* N. And be it further enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That all fines and pen Inf 
nt fave en- the 


ties (mpufed on any perion or periocs Dy the Supreme Court, for any water 


deli. qvency, ſhall. be paid and belong to the. State ttcalury, for cif 
J 8 


N. ds Ws Ketes 


E 
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public charges of this S'are (except where the proſecution ſhall have been 
commenced in the County Court, in which caſe the fize or penalty ſhall be 
paid to the treaſury of the county where the offence was committed), 

And all fines and penalties impoſed on any perſon or perſons for any matter To the countys. 
of delinquency, by any County Court within this State, ſhall be paid and be- 
long to the treaſury of the ſame county, to defray the charges of the County 
Court, and other county charges. . . 

And all fines and penalties which ſhall by the judgment of any Juſtice of the To the towns. 
Peace, be impoſed on any perſon or perſons, for any matter of delinquency, 
ſhall be paid and belong to the trealury of the town where ſuch judgment 
ſhall be given. . 

Provided always, That where any ſuch fines or penalties are or ſhall be 
otherwiſe ordered to be paid, by any expreſs law of this State, they ſhall be 
diſpoſed of according to the order of ſuch law ; any thing before in this act 
to the contrary notwithſtanding. - 

And be it further enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That the Clerks of the 8 
Supreme Court and ſeveral County Courts in this State, ſhall, on the firſt Cloksto gireis 
Monday in Auguſt annually, deliver to the Trezſurer to whom any fines are _ 
by this act made payable, an abſtract of all the fines impoſed by the Courts to 

which they are reſpectively Clerks, the preceding year, and a minute of the 

officer's name, and place of abode, to whom execution theretor was delivered, 

or to whom the fi e was paid. And each Juſtice of the Peace ſhall, on the 

fi-ſt day of December annually, deliver an abſtract of the fines by him impoſed. 
the preceding year, to the Treaſurer of the town to which the fine ſhall be 

payable, with the like minute of the perſon to whom execution was delivered, 

or to whom the fine was paid, under the penalty of forfeiting a ſum equal in 
value to the fine omitted to be accounted for; one half to him or them who- 
will proſecute the ſame to effect, and the other half to the treaſury where the 

fue is payable. | 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That where any part of a Iv. 
penalty or forteiture is or ſhall be given to any one who ſhall proſecute to Where qui W 
effect, and no private perſon ſhall appear to proſecute therefor, and ſuch pro- — 
ſecution ſhall be commenced for ſuch penalty or forfeiture, on the complaint, 2 hull de dife 
information, or preſentment” of the State's Attorney, Grand Jurors, or other 
informing officers, the whole of ſuch- penalty or forfeiture ſhall be paid and 
delong to he treaſury to which one part thereof would have belonged in caſe 
the ſa ne had bren ſued for by a common informer. _ 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever any per- v. 
ſon ſhall ve complained vt, indicted, or in any wiſe proſecuted, for any matter Cemman in- 
of deli; quency, or of a criminal nature, by any other than a county or town — 
intorming officer, and ſuch complaint or proſecution ſhall not be ſupported, not ff. 
the complainer ſhall pay the coſts of ſuit to be taxed. 


| 


Proviſo. 


Alſ⸗ 1. Gees. 


And 
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And whenever any perſon ſhall be complained of, indicted, or in any wik 
mers ping proſecuted, for any matter of delinquency, or of a criminal nature, by any 
ſeit of an officer, county Or ton informing officer, and ſuch complaint or proſecution ſhall og 

' be ſupported, the perſon complained of ſhall pay ceſts of proſecution, in the 
diſcretion of the Court before whom the trial ſhall be had, if there ſhall avpexr 
a ſtrong preſumption to the ſaid Court, that the perſon complained of is guilty 
of the oftence charged againſt him; but if no ſuch preſumption ſhall appear, 
then ſuch coſts ſhall be paid out of the treaſury into which the fine would 
have been paid had the delinquent been fined upon ſuch profecution. 
. And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That in all matters of d6 
paid on cer dt. linquency, or of a Criminal nature, where the perſon complained of or proſe 
en ef delinguent- cuted ſhall be convicted, he ſhall pay the coft of ſuch proſecution, and in cat 
ſoch criminal or delinquent ſhall not have eſtate to pay ſuch coſt, it ſhall and 
may be lawful for the Court or Juſtice before whom ſuchaconviction ſhall be 
had, to diſpoſe of ſuch perſon in ſervice, ſo long a time as ſhall be neceſſary u 
procure money ſufficient fo anſwer the charges ariſing os ſuch proſecution, 

But if it ſhall ſo happen that ſuch charges cannot be obtained out of the 

eſtate or ſervice of any perſon ſo convicted, ſuch charges ſhall be paid out d 
the treaſury into which the fine ought by law to be paid. 


S D0gE0CO [ov Geo ooo o7w”oo 


Pais Mr s, An act regulating Fiſheries, 
No obfiruien E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no ware, 
to fi, &c, hedges, fiſh-garths, diſturbances or incumbrances whatſoever, (except 


dams for neceſſaty mills) ſhall be fer, erected or made, on or acroſs any rue 
in this State. | 
f And if any perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall by wares, hedges, ſeins, 
— Ad any other incumbrance, way, or means whatſoever, obſtruct the natural 0 
| uſual coutſe or paſſage of the fiſh, in the ſpring or proper ſeaſon of the year, v 
' or down any river in this State, the ſame ſhall be deemed a common nuiſance, 
and ſhall or may be pulled down, demoliſhed, and removed as ſuch, by 40 
fon or perſuns whatſoever, 
And vpon complaint or information thereof made to a Juſtice of the Peat 
OfF-nters to be Of the ſame county where ſuch nuiſance is erected as aforeſaid, he ſhall grant! 
. writ to the Sheriff or Cotiſt able, for bringing the perſon or perſons alledged 
be guilty of ſuch nuiſance before ſuch authority, to de examined in the pie 
miles, and it convicted thereof, he or they ſhall ſorfeit a ſum not 'exceedny 
tout pounds; one half to the complainer or informer who ſhall proſecute tit 
ſame ro effect, the ether half to the county treaſury. | 
N And the Juſtice vefore whom ſuch conviction is had, ſhall thereupon com 
2 wand vitable aſſiſtance, at the coſt and charges of the perſon or prone 


coavicted, to remove ſuch nuiſance, An 0 hi 
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© Forcible Entry and Detainer, 73 
b e e 7 
JI And if any perſon who ſhall pull down, remove or demoliſh, any fuch nui- b av,” 
« Wl ance, ſhall be ſued therefor, he may plead the general iſſue to ſuch tuit, and 
be WY give this act in evidenee. 
a 1 
b ; 
*, | | 
Ie An act direRing proceedings againſt Forcible Entry and Detainer. — 


e. E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That upon FM 
e complaint made to any one or more Juſtices of the Peace, of any Forci- gent _ 
die Entry made into any houſes, lands or tenements, lying within the county EE = 
here ſuch Juſtice * refide ; or of any wrongful Detainer of foree, taking 

b: houſes, lands or tenemeEnts, by force or ſtrong hand, that is to lay, by or with with him 4 


ſuch violeat words or actions as have à natural tendency to affright and 
terrify ; every ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices, within convenient time, at the coſt uf 
the party aggrieved, ſhall (if need be) go to the place where the ſaid force is, 
taking with him or them the Sheriff of the county, if neceſſary, to aid and aſſiſt 
ſaid authority: and any of the people of the county ſhall attend the ſaid Juſ- 
tice or Juſtices, to aſſiſt him or them to arreft ſuch offenders, (when thereunto 
called) upon pain of impriſonment for a term not exceeding one month, and ot 
paying a fine of twenty ſhillings to the Treaſurer of the county. And that 7 


= 


ay two Juſtices ſhall have authority to enquire by oath, of the people of the quireofths 
ſame county, as well of them that make ſuch forcible entry, as of them who 
hold and detain the ſame by force and ſtrong hand: and if it be found on fuch 
nquiry, that a forcible entry hath been made inte houſes, lands or tenements, 

or that the ſame are held by force, then fuch Juſtices ſhall cauſe the ſame houſ- 

s, lands or tenements to be reſeiged, and the party to be put into poſſeſſion 
hereof, who in ſuch manner was put or held oat of the ſame. And in ſuch Coltato be taxed 
ales the ſaid authority ſhall alſo tax a bill of coſt againſt ſuch perſons as before t. 

hem ſhall be convicted of forcible entry or detainer. | 

And in-caſe the perſon complained of is found not guilty, cofts ſhall be 


> 


an axed againſt the complainant, and execution thereon granted. 

eat And to the end that inquiry may be made as aforeſaid, 

nt Be it enalted by the autbority aforeſaid, That ſuch Juſtices ſhall make out 

d uhebeir warrant or precept, direted to the Sheriff of the ſame county, or his a. 


pte ¶ Deputy, commanding him, in the name of this State, to caule to come before Joys RIES 


ging them eighteen ſufficient and indifferent perſons, Ewelling near unto the houſes, 
 theFlands, or tenements, ſo entered upen or held as aforeſaid, whereof fourteen at 
eaſt ſhall be ſworn well and truly to inquire of ſuch foreible entry or detainer, 
oe gad to return a true verdict, according to law and evidence. 
ns Oy And if the Sheriff ſhall make default in executing ſuch warrant or precept, ray for 40 
1d bim direQed, he ſhall be fined or amerced the ſum of five pounds, for every * 
g 1 ' detault z 
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5 . Forcible Entry and Detainel il 


For jurors default: and every Juror, legally ſummoned, making his default by now 
appearance, ſhall pay a fine of twenty ſhillings. | 
That when it ſhall ſo happen that the Sheriff is either à party, or Rtangs ip 
the relation of a father or fon, by nature or marriage, or of a brother in the 
_ like kind, uncle or nephew, landlord. or tenant, to- either of che parties; eithe 
ho 4e the dutzy- of the Conſtables of the town where the fads are ſaid to be done, not being 
intereſted, or related as forelaid, ſhall have in thoſe caſes all the power and 
authority that the Sheriffs in this act are veſted with; and (hall be under th 
ſame regulations; and in caſe of defauit, hable to the ſame penalties. 
55 to be And that any Juſtices, holding ſuch Court of Inquiry,. may impoſe a fin 
— bn ſuch eff-nder, not exceeding twenty ſhillings, ana demand bonds of ſul 
| offender or offenders for their good behaviour, until che next County Court i 
that county, there to appear; and on ſuch offenders refuling or negleCing y 
give ſuch bonds, they may commit ſuch offenders to priſon, until. he or the 
de comply wich the judgment. | 
Een Hasen And if the offence be aggravated by any open breach of peace, the Couny 
Gae- Court may, on the cauſe coming before them by appeal, increaſe the fine a 
cording to the aggravation or circumſtances of the offence. | 
' All fines ariſing by virtue of this aft, to be to and for the uſe of the eouny 
treaſury. At x | 

And the party aggrieved ſhall recover treble damages, and coſts of ſuit, by 
aRion of treſpaſs againſt the offender or offenders, if it be found by verdi 
or in any other manner by due form ot law, that he or they. entered into hi 
houſe, lands, or tenements, by force. 

Provided always, That nothing in the preceding part of this act ſhall extenl 
to any perſon or perſons who have had the occupation of any houſes, lands, & 
tenements, for the ſpace of three whole years next before the entering of ſucl 
complaint: any thing in this act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

Ef And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That whenever any per{a 
nos hall wilfully and without force hold over any lands, houſes, or tenementy 
— —— after the determination of the time for which they were demiſed or let ta him, 
ant free, Or to the perſon under whom he claims, and after demand made in writing ft 
delivering the poſſeſſion thereof, by the perſon having right te the poſſeſſion 
thereof, his agent or attorney; or whenever a leſſte at will, or perſon in po. 
ſeſſion by abatement, intruſion, diſſeiſin, or deforcement, after ſuch deman 
a8 aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to quit poſſeſſion of the premiſes, ups 
4 complaint mace thereof, in writing, and under oath, to two or more Jultict 
of the Peace reſiding in the county where the premiſes do lie, the ſaid Juſties 
ſhall ſummon the party complained of, and proceed to hear, try, and dete 
mine the ſame, in like manner as in cales of forcible entry or detainer, 
t. And if the ſaid Juſtices ſhall, upon hearing the ſaid eomplaint, find the ſas 
to be true, by the verdict of the Jury, they ſhall make a-record thereof, 4 
| thalh award tue policlſion to the paity to whom it of right belongs, and realok 
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ate cottuſbe ſuit 2 ſhall iſſue their writ to cauſe him to be put into poſſeſ- 
ſion accordingly, an execution for the coſts recovered, 


Provided alſo, That the third paragraph et this act ſhalknot be conſtrued to 


1 extend to any perſon who has or ſhall have continued ia poſſeſſion three years Proviſe. 
he BY afcer the determination of the time for which the premiſes were let to him, or 
ing tbole under whom he claims, or after his or thoſe under whom he claims, be- 
na coming poſicfſed by abatement, intruſion, diſſeiſin or deforcement, as aforeſaid:; 


any thing herein betore contained to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
And be it furtber enatled by the authority aforeſaid, That after ſuch record 5 
made by the Juſtices as aforeſaid, the ſaid complainer, in an action upon the tled toteble 4a 


e caſe by him to be brought for that purpoſe, ſhall not only recover a reaſonable API 
(a WJ ſatisfaRion tor the ule and: occupation of ſuch land, houſe or tenement, to the 
zu ige when the notice in writing to depart the premiſes. was given, but from 
hey WY foch time to the time of his actual leaving the premiſes, ſhall. recover treble 

damages and coſts, | 
ny Provided, That whenever either party fhall think himſelf aggrieved in the Appeal allowed; 
1c. execution of this act, he ſhall be allowed an appeal to the next County Court. | 

et the county where the premiſes do lie, giving ſecurity as by law is directed. 
un 

rr. 

An act for prolonging the time in which the Grantees of lands chartered by rates deb 9) 


this State, are obliged to ſettle the ſame. . 


E it enatted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no torfei. when forfeiture 
tures of lands granted by this State, on account of nonperformance of the 9, #**# whe 
conditions mentioned in the charter, ſhall be taken until four years after the | * 
out lines of the town in whieh ſuch land lies, have been or may be run by b 
ron erder of the Legiſlature, 

ent e οẽn eee 


T7 An act aſcertaining the mode in which granting tees ſhall be aſſeſſed, and the rum g - 
charters given of lands granted by this State; and for the payment of ſuch . 
bills, ſpecie or produce, as is or ſhall be due to the treaſury of this State. 


HEREAS the ſole right of granting lands, is, by the Conſtitution of this Pn 
W State, veſted in this Aſſembly. 1 Tharefors OY * a 


R* it enatied by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That in all — 

Caſes here grants have been heretotore made by the General Aſſembly of this — y Gs 

dlate, and the granting fees have not already been aſſeſſed, and where grants ſhall in 

buture be made, the lame ſhall be aſſ:ſſed by the General Aſſembly, or a Com- 

Wiltce appointed by them, preyious to iſſuing any charters tor ſaid lands. 
| Aud 
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When bum Aud be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, doe free Ming 1 
S be complet- all grants heretofore made, or to be made, and ſtill due Hall be paid into the 
” treaſuty of this State, in the ſame ſpecie, bills or produce, as ſhall be direQed 
by the General Aſſembly of this State: and that no charter or grant of ſuck t 
lands ſhall iflue until the Treaſurer of this State ſhall give his receipt tor the n 
-whole amount of ſuch ſpecie, bills or produce, aſſeſſed as aforeſaid 3 whia WM} | 
receipt trom the Treaſurer, ſhall be lodged in the office of the Secretary c 

this State, before any ſuch charter ſhall be completed. 
"mou And be it further ena#ted by abe authority. aforeſaid, That all*ſuch monies e 
WMonieatreneed have heretofore been iſſued out of the treaſury of this State, for payment 6 MI 
ty the tata, how any ſervices,or proviſions in the Surveyor General's department, in running d ©: 
* town lines, cutting of roads, or any other expences which by law is to be pail 
by the propriety, ſhall be paid into the treaſury of this State in hard mong 


only ; and the Treaſurer ſhall be accountable for the ſame to the Legiſlature, e 
Paſſed Mared 9g, s 
ih. An act for regulating Goals and Goalers, „ 

* to be E it enaPed by the:General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That there ſhil 
in be kept and maintained in good and ſufficient repair, a common goal, in al 
=” every ſhire or county town in this State 3 the whole charge ot building, vb Wl pt 
: | there (hall be occaſion, and of keeping ſuch goal in repair, ſhall be defrayed by il p. 
the county to which the ſame belongs, unleſs otherwiſe provided for 3 to e © 
tate prifonerzto BTEfed on the inhabitants and eſtates within ſuch county, in ſuch manner u ch 
"ew their ona the General Aſſembly ſhall from time ts time direct. And all and every pa- £0 
1 ſon or perſons whatever, that ſhall be committed to the common goal with WW 2" 
any county within this State, by lawful authority, for any offence and miſde- WM ſh. 
C” meanor, having means and ability thereunto, ſhall bear 4heir own reaſonable Bi on 
charges for conveying or ſending them to ſaid goal, and #l{o the charge of ſuct By p 
perſons as ſhall be appointed to guard them thither, and their own ſupport ll the. 
while in goal, before they are diſcharged; and the eftate ef ſuch perſon c A 
perſons ſhall be ſubjefted to the pay ment of ſuch charge, and for want of eſtuu ot! 
he or they may be aſſigned in ſervice, to anſwer the ſame, by the County Coun ad 
in that county where ſuch charge ſhall accrue. | ſor 
parity That all prifonera ſpall be permitted to provide and ſend for-cheir neceſſin I 20 
toprovide, Kc. food from whence they plesſe, and uſe ſuch bedding, linen, and other neceſſe do 
ries, as they think fit, without their being putloined or detained: nor ſhall 20 8. 


keeper ot any common goal, demand ot any priſoner, any greater fees for bu Wl 20 
| commitment, diſcharge, or chamber room, than what is allowed by law. det 
Penalty on to- And if any keeper of a common goal ſhall da, or cauſe to be done, te an) b 


IPD |: priſoner that is committed to his cuſtody, any wrong or injury, — 4 ted 
ſueh 


the intent of this act, he ſball pay treble damages to the party aggri 


* 


- 
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ach fine a3 the County Court of that county wherein the offence is committed, 
upon information or complaint to them made, (hall think reaſonable. | 

And be it further ente by the authority aforeſaid, That the County Courts, 
in their teſpective councics, ſhall have power, and they ate hereby empowered, I. 
to ſet out liberties vf yards to their reſpecti de goals; and any perſon com- A => 
mitted tor debt or damages, and for no other cauſe, on procuring ſufficient goals. | 
bonds to indemnify the Sheriff, ſhall be admitted to the libercies of the goal 
yard, . * | 55 
f And be it further enated by the aut bority aforeſaid, That when any priſoner, "7 
committed to goal in a civil matter or action, ſhall hot have eſtate ſufficient den , n MM 
for his mafntenance, and will, by permiſſion of authority herein after meation- beating yoor 
ed, take the following oath, viz, ——— 


YOU ſolemnly and fincerely ſuear by the name of the Ever Living God, without 
evaſion, equi vocation, or mental reſervation, that you have not any eftate, real or 
perſonal, in poſſeſſion, remainder or reverfion, to the value of five pounds in the whole, 
nor ſufficient lo pay the debt or damages for whith you are impriſoned ; and that 
you have not, direftly or indire#ly, diſpoſed of all or any part of your eſtate, to-defraud 
er deceive any of your creditors. | 


8 Ar 


Their oath» 


Ka gn 


* 


The creditor or creditors ſhall provide for the reſief of ſuch priſoner ; and 
all charges that ſuch creditor or creditors ſhall be at in providing for ſuch 
prifoner, ſhall be paid by the priloner before he be diſcharged, And on ap- 
plication to two Juſtices of the Peace, one of whom ſhalt-be a Judge of the 
County Court of that county, or a Judgeof the Supreme Court, they, or either of 
them, ſhall iſſue a citation to the creditor or creditors at whoſe ſoic the priſoner is 
committed, notitying him or them to appear before ſuch Juſtices, at a time 
and place therein mentioned, and ſhow cauſe, it any he have, why ſoch priſoner 
ſhall not be liberated on his oath as aforelaid : which eitation ſhall 'be © ſerved 
on ſuch creditor or creditors, at leaſt twenty days before the time-appdinted for 
appearance in ſuch citation: and if any ſuch creditor ſhall be out of this State, 
the citation may be ſerved on the agent of attorney of ſuch abſent creditor. 
And it ſhall be the duty of ſuch Juſtices carefully 0 examine, by witneſſes or 
otherwife, into the circumſtances and condition of ſuch priſonery before they 
admit him to his oath as aforeſaid : and if ſaid Juſtices ſhall allow ſuch pri- 
loner his oath, they ſhall make one certificate thereof for the priſoner,” and 
In another for the goaler. And the priſoner ſhall, unleſs the creditor or creditors 
ell do within twelve hours after ſuch allowance, pay, and continue to pay, the 
any WY SLalet's fees for keeping and dieting ſoch priſoner, be thereupon - diſcharged, ue ws be 
b and his body ſhall thereafier be exempt from execution for the ſame debt or 3 

debts, but his eſtate, if any he ſhall have, ſhall'be liable therefer. 

And be it ſurtber enacted by the authority afortſaid, That if any perſon admit- * — 116 

ted to the aforeſaid oath, (hall be * of falſe ſwearing therein, he ſhall — 
a — 
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be liable to all the pains and penalties as in eaſe of wilful and corrupt perjury 
and ſhall take no benefit by this act. | 
S OOO DO OOO . 


Oaks Merch „ An act direQing the laying out of Hig'ways. 
1737. 
"RENE Th 1 EREAS it is frequently found nteeſſary 10 lay out new highways, and, 
alter ſuch as bave been before laid, the better to accommodate the public. 
Therefore, 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That where 
new highway, or common road from town to town, or place to pl 
—4— {hail be found neceſſary, and where old highways may with more conveniecc 
out mew, & aur be turned or altered, upon any perſon or perſons making application to th 
— Selectmen of the town where ſuch highway or eommen road is wanted; the 
be, and are hereby empowered by themſelves, or others whom they ſhall yp 
point, to lay our, or cauſe to be laid our, ſuch road, and likewiſe private rod 
tor ſuch town only, where it ſhall be found neceſſary, fo that no damage d 
done to any perſon or perſons through whoſe land ſuch road ſhall be lai 

without due recompence from the town, as the Stlectmen, and the parties i 
tereſted, may agree: and if they ſhall not agree on the recompence to be made 

* the Selectmen, before they open ſuch road, ſhall tender to the owner or owner 
whers dam Of ſuch land, ſo much money as they the Select men ſhall judge a meet recon 
A parties do not ence for the damage done by laying ſuch road: and if the owner or ow: 
— ſhall not be ſatisfied with what the Sclectmen tender by way of recompenct 
the owner or owners of ſuch land may apply to any Juſtice of the Peace 
the ſame county, who is hereby empowered to grant a ſummons to the Sheri 
of the county, or his Deputy, to cauſe to appear before him, not inote thi 

ſeven, nor leſs than three. trecholders, who being ſworn, ſhall appraile the 
foreſaid damages; and ſuch Juſtice ſhall make final order thereon :- and! 
it be foundthere were no juſt grounds of complaint, the complainant ſhall p 
all charges ariſing thereby, 
And if any perſon being ſummoned to ſerve as aforeſaid, ſnall refuſe or neg 
- Fold ref. lect to attend, he ſhall forfeit and pay to the treaſury of the ton where lu 
ſing ts (eve frecholder dwells, ix ſhillings; to be recovered by action grounded on this ſtau 
Always provided, That no highway in future ſhall be deemed a lawful hy 
way, ualcis ſurveyed by chain and compals, and a- ſurvey thereof made 0 
+ volk une entered and recorded, in the Town Cle: k's office of the town where ſuch n 
lies, (and for want thereof in the proprietors Clerk's office) alcertaining 

breadth, the courſe and diſtanee of ſuch- road, | 
Provide, Further provided, That where there ſhall de ſufficient allowance land in 
ad joining any lot through which ſuch road ſhall be laid, the owner ſhall no! 

entitled to any damages, but ſuch allowance land ſhall be ſer over by the f 

ſurvey bill as aforetaid, to the 2wner of luch lot in lieu of Camag's. 


— 
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And be it further enaRted by the authority aforeſaid, That if on application of 8 
three or more freeholders of the town or vicinity where ſuch road is wanted to bes fe · 
be laid out, turned, or altered, the Selectmen (hall. refuſe or neglect to lay — lag ea 
out, turn, or alter ſuch road, in that caſe it ſhall be lawful for thoſe who ſhall 
think themſelves aggrieved by ſuch refuſal or neglect, to apply to the County 
Court, by petition, tor the laying out, turning, or altering of ſuch road as afore- 
ſaid z which petition ſhall be ſigned by three or more treeholders ot the ſame 
town or vicinity as aforeſaid, and ſhall, together with a citation to appear and 
ſhow cauſe why ſaid petition ſhould not be granted, be ferved on one or more 
of the Seletmen of ſuch town, art leaſt twelve days before the fitting of the 
Court : and the County Court ſhall have power to appoint a Committee of 
three indifferent freeholders from the adjoining towns, who ſhall view the pre- 
miſes, and if they ſhall find it neceſfary for the better accommodation of the 
public, as welt as individuals, to lay out a new road, or to turn or alter one 
already laid out, according to the nature of the caſe, as ſet forth in ſaid peti- 
tion, they ſhall proceed to ſurvey the ſame, as is in this act above directed: 
and where there is not lufficient allowance land as aforeſaid, ſhall aſſeſs the 
damages done to the property of any land owner thereby, and return their 
doings to ſaid Court; and the ſaid Court, unleſs ſufficient cauſe be ſhown to- 
the contrary, ſhall eſtabliſh ſuch road as laid out by the aforeſaid Committee, 
and make order to the Selectmen for the payment of the damages aſſefled ay 
afort ſad, together with the attending coſts and charges, out of the town trea- 
ſury of ſuch town: and it ſufficient cauſe ſhall be ſhown why the petition 
ſhould not be graated, the perſons applying as aforeſaid ſhall pay coſts and 
charges. 

= be it farther enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That where the aforeſaid , I 
Committee ſhall find ſufficient allowance land in or adjoining any lot through eee land 
which ſuch road ſhall be laid, the ſame ſhall be ſer over, as is in this act above $1 ds fit overs 
CireQed, : 

Always provided, and be it further enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That iu. 
when any ſuch road as aforeſaid ſhall be laid through common or undivided e 4: 
lands, or lands belonging to any individual, in any town in this State, which 
wall be unimproved and unincloſed at the time of laying out ſuch road, no 
damages ſhall be allowed therefor, 


So OOO | 
Aa act for mending end clearing Highways. _ —"W 
For the better mending and removing encroachments from the Highways, 
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E it enated by the Ceneral Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That there ſhall — omg ! b 


de o the amc unt of four days wo k to each mal perſon from t ver ty- 
| one 


bo * 
- > — — 


| er arurny o PERMONT. 


—— 4 - 


Mending Highways. 


The times. 


Penalty for refy- 


Cal or neglect. 


three days warning. Fi 


II. 
Proceecings 
agaioft de in- 
yuen's. 
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ſtrict, to be by him laid out for the purpoſe of making, clearing, and repair- 


ſtable of the town where ſvch delizqueat dwells, co collect che torfeitures, to 


one years of age to ſixty, (excepting Miniſters of the Goſpel improved within 
their reſpective towns, the Preſident, ' Tutors, and Students of Colleges fo; Ml er 
the time being, and annual Schoolmaſters) for making and repairing High. WW cc 
ways, in the following manner, viz. The Selectmen of each town ſhall make m 
or aſſeſs a tax vn the liſt of the polls and rateable eſtates of the inhabitants of Wl as 
each town, to the amount of ſour days to each perſon as aforeſaid, at four Ml or 
ſhillings per day, and deliver the ſame, or a copy thereof, to each Surveyor f. 
within the reſpective towns, who ſhall warn the inhabitants of their reſpe&ive MW mc 
towns to work at highways, to the amount of their rates reſpectively, between Ml th: 
the fifteenth day of May and the firſt day of July, and between the fifteenth MI on 
of September and the firſt day of November, annually. | oth 

And if any perlon or perſons ſhall refuſe or negle& to do their proportion d 
their reſpective rates, when warned as aforeſaid, they ſhall forfeit and pay ſir 
ſhillings, lawful money, in licu of every day ſo neglected, provided they hay: 


And be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Survey. 
ors ot highways ſhall make return of all the perſons ſo negleCing, their name 
and number of days, within ſix days after ſuch neglect, to the next Juſtice at 
the Peace: and if the ſaid perſon or perſons do not within ſix days after ſuch 
return, ſhow ſufficient reaſvn-why he or they did not comply with the order of 
ſuch Surveyor, then the ſaid Juſtice of the Peace ſhall grant his warrant againl 
the goods or chattels of ſuch, delinquent or de Hnquents, directed to the Con- 


gether with additional coſts, and deliver the ſame to the Surveyor of ſaid di. 


ing highways, as aforeſaid; which, goods or chattels ſhall be by ſaid officer 
fold at public vendue, after having, been poſted. at leaſt ren days before (uct (4 al 


ſale; and the overplus, if any theie be, ſhall be returned to the owner « 


Powe: of furrey- 
O's, 


"If. 
Seled wen to ſet 


1 out CitciQs. 


* 
Eancoo ctmenty 
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Wers «thereof, 2 | T5 * 20 {£m ; N a ' 8 
„And that the Surveyors ſhall have power to order out ſuch number of pe. 


ſons as they | ſhall think neceflary, to mend the roads on any extraordina'! 
occaſion, at any time; and the pay thereof ſhall be deducted out of ſuch pet 
ſons rates who ſhall do labour, e | 3 

And be it further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Selectmen of th 
ſeveral towns in this S ate (When and as often as it is found neceſſary) ſhal 
have power to divide and ſet out to each Surveyor by ſuck town choſen, at tit 
annual crown meeting, their reſpeRive.diRtaits within ſaid gon, and order and 
direct which of the inhabitants by law obliged to work, ſhall labour unde 
each Surveyar. - Za 0 6 6 

And be it ſurtber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon & _ 
perſons ſhall have encloſed any part of the highway, or erected any fence or oth! a 
enc: oachment thereon, the Selectmen of the town where ſuch offence is com 


mitted, arc empoweted to order ſuch perſon or perſons to remove ſuch tence 0 
encroachment, 
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ors of highways ſhall ſeverally be accountable to the Scled men of their reſpec- 


8 


enctoachment, within ſuch convenient time as te ſaid Select men ſhall ſeem moſt 
convenient, not exceeding one month; and in caſe the ſaid fenceor other encroach» 
ment be not removed within the time limitted by ſaid Select men, giving notice 
as aforeſaid, fuch Selectmen are hereby authorized and empowered to remove, 
or cauſe the ſame to be removed : and if the perſon or perſons ſo offending as 
aforeſaid, mall after ſuch removal, again erect ſaid fence or other encroach- 
ment on the ſaid highway, or ſhall take in or encloſe a greater or leſs quantity 
thereof, he or they ſhali-forfeic the ſum of two pounds for every ſuch uffence, 
one morety thereof to the cown treaſury where the offence is committed, the 
other moiety to the ſaid Selectmen, with juſt cofts of preſecution : ia which 
caſe no appeal or review ſhall be allowed, 


And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Survey- 


tive towns, for all omiſſions of the duty erjoined upon them by this act, and 


hall be liable to pay all damages that may accrue to ſaid town by their reſpec- 


tive neglects. 
And whereas many perſons are exempted from doing their proportion of labour 
on the bighweys for the firſt year of their reſidence in any town in this State, by 
reaſon of their moving in after the lifts are taken in: To prevent which, 


Be it farther enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That when and as often as any 


v. 
Surveyors ack 
counted a} 


P:eatablag 


. 3 
perſon ſhall move into this State to teſide, after the liſt ſhall be taken as afore- — 
aid, it hall and may be lawful for ſaid Selectmen, in their reſpeRive towns, morein a U 


to aff-ſs each of ſuch male perſons at leaſt four ſhillings in the Surveyor's bill take=» 
8 aforeſaid. 
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B E it enacted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Ver mont, That ſome con- _. 
venient time before the ſitting of each ſtated or adjourned Supreme and patit juror 


County Court, the Clerks of the reſpeive County Courts ſhall iNue precepts, 
Greed to the Conſtables of the leveral towns within the county where ſuch 
Courts are to fir, or to ſo many of them as ſhall appear to ſuch Clerks neceſſa- 
yy, to ſummon fo many able freeholders as the precept ſhall direct, to ſerve as 
Petit Jurors at faid Court, and to attend at eight o'clock in the morning of the 
kcond day of the fitting of uch Court. 


And when ſuch Cleiks ſhall be certified by the State's Attorney of the 


hall allo iſſue their precepts, directed as aforgſaid, for ſummoning ſo mary 
the Grand Jurors elected by the leveral towns in ſuch county, as to ſuch 


Clerks 


county where ſuch Court is to ſit, that à Grand Jury will be necefſary, they dons | 
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Clerks ſhall appear neceſſary, not exceeding twenty-four, nor leſs than thirteen, 
to appear on the fiſt day of the ſitting ot ſuch Court, at ten o'clock in the Ml | 
morning, to ſerve as Grand Jurors at ſaid Court. And no-perſeo ſhall be 
held to trial, or put to plead to any complaint, indictment or accuſation, for Wi | 
a capital offence, puniſhable with death, unleſs a bill of indictment be foynd 
againſt ſuch perſon, for ſuch. crime, by a Grand Jury legally empannelled ad 
ſworn, And that no bill of indictment ſhall be preſented by a. Grand Ju, 
unleſs the ſame be agreed to by at leaſt twelve ot them. | | 0 
And the Conſtables ſhall make timely return of ſuch precepts ti the Coun : 
in which the Jurors are ſummoned; to appear, with an endorſement thereon, 
certifying whom he has ſummoned for the purpoſes atorefaid, on pain of for. 
feiting to the State treafury, if the precept ſhall be roturnable to the Supreme 
Court, and to the county trealury it returnable to the County Court, a fing 
not exceeding five paunds, at the dilcretion of the Court, unleſs ſuch-Conlts 
ble ſhall ſeaſonably make an excule to the ſatisfact ion of ſuch Court. 

And if any Juror, ſummoned as aforeſaid, ſhall not appear according to the 
directions of tuch precept, and ſhall. got render an excule to the (atisfaQiono 
the Court before which he is ſummoned to appear, he ſhall pay a fine of thi- 
ty ſhillings, to the treaſury of the State if the default ſhall be made is the 
Supreme Court, and to the treaſury af the county if the default ſhall be in the 
County Court, and coſt of proſecution. | 
Be it furtber enacted ly the authority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall happen thit 
a ſufficient number of Jurors, lummoned as aforeſaid, do.not appear, or if by 
reaſon of challenges, or other cauſes, there ſhall not be a ſufficient number of 
Jurors to make vp the pannel or pannels, the Court ſhall order the Sheriff, or 
other officer, to fill up the Jury or Juries by ſummoning a ſufficient number 
of ſubſtantial freeholdets of the vicinny. And when a ſpecial ſeſſion of either 
of ſuch Courts ſhall be held, (which the Chief Judge, or in his abſence u an 
two other Judges are hereby empowered to call, upon any extraordinary oc. pe 
fion).ſuch officer, by direction of the Court, ſhall ſummon à ſufficient aumbe I the 
of Grand and Petit Jurors, to make up the pannels: And in caſe a ſufficient WF be 
number ot Grand and Petit Jurors cannot conveniently be had to make up the | 
pannels, the ſaid Grand or Petit Juries ſhall be formed or made up in che lar or 
manner as is herein before directed in this act. | po 

And be it further enaited by the authority aforeſaid; That after the Grand Ju in 
are empannelled and ſworn, they ſhall cnoole a foreman, who ſhall have pow to. 
to ſwear all witneſſes to teſtity before them, and who ſhall when the Grand 


Jury, or any twelve of them, find a bill of indict ment to be ſupported by go Ju 
and ſufficient evidence, write thereon A true Bill And when they do 8 Co 
find any bill to be tupported by tufficient evidence, the foreman ſhall endort dif 
therean, This Bill not found, and the acculed perfon- ſhall- be thereugon. d | 
Charged. — 


And 


/ 
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And be it further enatfted by the authority aforeſaid, That the parties, in all IV. 
civil caules, — have _ agree that their cauſes ſhall be wind by the — — 
Court: And ſuch cauſes as are to be determined by the Petit Jury, ia any u. 
Court, ſhall be firſt tried. | 5 

And be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever it Thall Mode,of ess 
de neceſſary tor a Jury to attend a Juſtice's Court, in matters of diſpute, the Tia 
parties may, mutually agree on the Jury; and upon the retuſal or negle® of 
either party, as alſo in criminal caſes, or matters of delinquency, the following 
method ſhall be taken to precure and empannel a Jury, that is to ſay, 

The Conſtable (or in caſe of his abſence, or being related to either of the 
parties, or intereſted, any indifferent perſon to be appointed by the Juſtice) 
ſhall write the names of eighteea reſpectable freeholders of the viginity, on 
eighteen diſtinct pieces of paper, of an equal ſize, and roll each piece up ſo 
that the name cannot be ſeen, and deliver them to the Juſtice, who ſhall put 
them into a box, and ſhaking it ſo that they ſhall mix together, ſhall dfaw- 
out one; which perſon, ſo drawn,. ſhall be one of the Jury, unleſs excepted 
againſt, or challenged by either of the parties; and ſo proceed until he has 
drawn fix, who are not excepted. againft, or challenged ;. or in cafe the firſt 
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24 
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twelve are challenged, or excepted againſt, and the parties do not agree to make 

choice as aforeſaic. the laſt ſix ſhall be the Jury, and ſhall. be ſummoned, by 

the officer, being thereto required by the Juſtice. * 
hat And if any Juror drawn and ſummoned as aforeſaid, to attend on a Juſtice's: 11 i 
' by WW Court, ſhall not appear, or ſhall refuſe to ſerve, he ſhall forfeit and pay a fine 
r of WW of ten ſhillings, and coſt of ſuit, to the treaſury of the town where the cauſe is. 
to be cried, unleſs he ſhall render a ſufficient excuſe, to the ſatisfaction of. the 


Juſtice before whom the default ſball be made. 

And when it ſhall happen that any of the fix. Jurors ſo drawn cannot be had, 
and the parties will not agree on a perſon or perſons to fill ſuch vacancy, the 
cer: perſon doing the Conſtable's duty ſhall proceed to write the names of three times 
zber WW the number - ſo wanting, on diſtin pieces of paper, and deliver and draw as 
icnt Wl before · mentioned; and in that way fill ſuch vacancy. 
>the Be it further enaBted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Judges of any Court, WER... at 

or Juſtice of the Peace, before whom a cauſe may be depending, ſhall have the — 
power, if they judge that the Jury have miſtaken the law or evidence material 
in the iſfue, or have not paid proper attention thereto, to caule them to-return 
to a ſecond and third confideration of the caſe, but no oftener.. 94 

And when the Court have committed any caſe to the conſideration of the Officer to u 
Jury, they ſhall be confined under the care of an officer appointed by the . 
Court, and ſworn for that purpoſe, until they have agreed on a verdict, or are 
diſcharged from giving a verdict by the Court gr Juſtice. | vir: 

and be it furiber enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That all Grand Jurors Grind jurors ts 
ſhall Giligeatly enquire atter, aud due preſentment make, of all miſC-m-anors 4 meg org 
and bicaches of law. whereof they have cogoizance, whether the ſame vere 

committed 
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committed before ſaid Grand Jurors were choſen and ſworn to ſaid office, ot 
afterwards ; which preſentment they ſhall ſeaſonably make to the Court, ot 
ſome Juſtice of the Peace, that the offenders may be dealt with according tg 
m law. 
Pevelty fs © And if any Grand Juror after he is ſworn, ſhall negle& to make ſeaſonable 
A preſentment ot any breach of law whereof he hath cognizance, he ſhall Pay a 
wy w | ny ſhillings co the treaſury of the town in which he reſides, and 
coſts of ſuit, | 


O10001028008008000800000008 
* 2 An act defining the powers of Juſtices of the Peace within this State. 


FOR the better regulating the proceedings in Conrts of Juſtices of the Peact, 


r E it ena by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That ever 
yon) Juſtice of the Peace, within his teſpective juriſdiction, be, and is hitreby 
_—_— tully authorized and empowered, to hear, try and determine, all ' pleas and 


actions of a criminal nature, where the fines and forteitutes are within the ſun 
of forty ſhillings, and the corporal puniſhment does not exceed ten ſtripes. 

* And be it further enafed by the authority aforeſaid, That every Juſtice ot the 
bs civil cafes, Peace, within his proper ſphere of juriſdiftion as aforeſaid, be, and is hereby 
2 fully authorized and empowered, to hear, try and determine, all pleas and 
actions of a civil nature, (other than actions of defamation, treſpals upon the 
freehold, and where the title of land is concerned) whete the debt or other 
matter in demand does not exceed the ſum of four pounds; and alſo to deter- 
mine as aforeſaid, on all ſpecialties, notes of hand; and ſettled accounts, not 
exceeding the ſum of eight pounds; and to give judgment and award execut- 
on thereon accordingly, a | 
Ad be it furtber enated by the authority aforeſaid, That every Juſtice of the 
Peace, within the limits of his authority, be, and is hereby, empowered t0 

apprehend, or caule to be apprehended, and committed to priſon, or bound 
over to be tried by the County or Supreme Court, al} criminal cff:nders, ibe 
enormity of whoſe miſdemeanors ſurpaſſes his power to try. 
' Provided, That nothing herein betore contained ſhall be conſtrued to authc- 
rize any Juſtice cf the Peace to take cognizance of any caufe, where he (ball 
be within eicher of the degrees of affinity or conſanguinity to either of the pat. 
ties, or ſhall be ditectly or indireRly intereſted in the cauſe or matter to be 
determined, unleſs where the parties otherwiſe agree, _ 
iv. And be it ſurther enaBted by the authority afereſaid, That every Juſtice of tht 
May ive pre- Peace, within bis juriſdiction, may, on application, (as near as may be in the 
torm preſcribed by law) grant a ſummons, warrant, or attachment, as the 


eaſe may require, directed to the Conſtable ot the town where the _— 
= lives, 
: * 


1 
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lives, wkere the demand of the plaintiff doth not exceed the aforeſaid ſums, 

taking ſecurity tor coſt of proſecution, in caſes where by law ſuch fecurity is 
required to be taken; which wric of ſummons ſhall be ſerved by reading the 

lame to the defendant, or by leaving an atteſted copy thereof at his, her, or 

their laſt and uſual place of abade, at leaſt ſix days before the time therein ap- 
pointed for trial: and when the goods or eftate of any perſon ſhall be attached, 
a copy of fuch attachment, and a liſt of the articles attached, atteſted by the 

perion ſerving the ſame, ſhal{ be delivered to the defendant, or left at his or 

her dwelling houſe, or laſt and uſual place of abode; and in eaſe the defen- 
dant is not an inhabitant of this State, then ſuch copy ſhall be left with his or 

her tenant, agent, or attorney, or for want thereof, at the place where ſuch 
eſtate was attached, at leaſt ſix days before the time appointed for trial. 

Aud if ſuch officer cannot conveniently and ſeaſonably be had to ſerve any 
ſuch ſummons, warrant, attachment, or any execution iſſued by ſuch Juſtice, 
the ſaid Juſtice is hereby authorized to empower any ſuitable perſon to ſerve 
the ſame, by inſerting on the back of ſuch precept, and ſigning the following 
words, viz. At the requeſt and riſque of the plaintiff, 1 authorize —— to ſerve 
end return this precept ; and the perſon ſo authorized ſhall have all the powers 
of a Conſtable, in the ſervice and return of ſuch precept, and ſhall be ſworn 
to the truth of the return by him made. And ao (ſuch writ ſhall abate for 
want of form therein, or ia the officer's return. 

And if any perſen or perſens, ſo ſummoned, or whoſe eftate ſhall be attached For nom 
as aforeſaid, ſhall negle& to appear, judgment ſhall be rendered by default er be a 
againſt ſuch detendant or defendants, for ſuch ſum as to ſugh Juſtice ſhall ap- 
pear juſt and reaſonable, together with coſts, We - 

And if any perſon ſhall cauſe proceſs to be ſerved on another for any matter To! uot, phthonl 
or cauſe, and diſcontinue his ſuit, or be ngaſuit, the Juſtice, betore whom * * 
ſuch proceſs is returnable, ſhall give judgment fer the defendant to recover 42.5 
reaſonable coſts, 

Provided, That where the | cm and defendant ate inhabitants of this pee. 
State, the luit ſhall be tried in the town where one of the parties reſide, if there Where the nl 
be a Juſtice of the Peace in the town where the plaintiff dwells who may law. whe 
fully try the cauſe; but if there ſhall be no ſuch Juſtice in ſuch town, | 
plaintiff may, at his election, bring his ſuit to be tried in a town-adjoining to 

the town in Which he lives, oF in the town where the defendant lives ; and when 

the plaintiff in any ſuch ſuit ſhall not bg an inhabicant of this State, ſuch ſuit , 
ſhall be tried in the town where the defendant dwells. But when it ſhall appear Procevilage 
to the ſatistact ion of the Juſtice before whom any cauſe ſhall be depending, wh-n 4-lndent 
that the detendant was out of the State at the time of commeneing ſuch ſuit, _ 


n 


a. —_ ab " tt. . 


vitiee may 
— vane 


and ſhall not have come within the ſame a ſufficient time before the time ap- | 
pointed tor trying the cauſe, to have appeared and had a trial, the ſaid Juſtice 
ſhall continue ſuch action for a time not exceeding one month; and if the de- 
ſendant do not then appear, and be ſo > that notice of ſaid ſuit 5 not 

| probably . 
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probably be conveyed to him as aforeſaid, (unlels the plaintiff ſhall make / 
appear to the ſatisfaction of the ſaid Juſtice, that the detendant had notice i ! 
the lervice of ſuch proceſs a ſufficient time before the return thereot to hare , 

I 


appeared at ſaid Court and had a trial) then ſuch Juſtice may eontinue ſai 
action for any further term, not exceeding one month. And in ſuch caſe, 

where judgment ſhall be entered up by default, (except where ſuch notice u 

aforeſaid ſhall be proved) execution ſhalt not iſſue until the plaintiff ſhall ban f 
given bond, with one or more ſureties, in double the value of the eſtate, of ! 
ſum of money, recovered by ſuch judgment, to refund and pay back ſuch ſun # 
as ſhall be given in debt Gr damages, or ſo much as ſhall be cecovered by vrt 
of review, which may be brought within one year next atter entering up th 


1 | firſt judgment, if upon ſuch ſuit the judgment ſhall be reverſed or altered ft 
| 4 And the plainuff in review ſhall take the benefit of all pleas and advantage © 
: that he might tave done upon the original ſuit. And the ſecutity aforeſaid il © 

mall be no further anſwerable, than for the recovery that ſhall. be made vpn ll Y 

. ſuch ſuit, to be commenced within one year, as aforeſaid.. ſi 

ttobe And be it further enafed by the authority aforeſaid, That a judgment before vil © 

[+++ 197d Juſtice ſhall be a final ſettlement of all mutual demands between the parties v * 

Ges. that time, within the cognizance of the Juſtice; and the Juſtice is hereby en- © 
powered to render ſuch judgment where the balance in tavour of either pa “ 

ſhall not exceed his juriſdiction as herein before deſcribed. & 

S | Provided nevertheleſs, That if any defendant ſhall negle& on ſuch trial ol *© 

*, bring in his demand, for a mutual balance and offset, he ſhall have liberij v f 


bring his action for the recovery thereof, within one year next after rendering 
ſuch judgment; but the plaintiff ſhall recover no coſts in ſuch ſuir, althoup 
5 he make his plea good. 3 
Mxecuticn tobe Be it further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That in all caſes where judy: 
* %%% ment ſhall be rendeted by a Juſtice, execution ſhall be ſtayed thirty days aft 
ſuch judgment, and ſhall be returnable within ſixty days after ifſuing theredf 
- unleſs the party recovering ſhall ſatisfy the Juſtice that he is in danger of loling 
8. his money by ſuch delay, in which eale execuijen may be granted immediatei 
wa returnable within ninety days trom the ſſuing thereof. 

Lane to And be it ſuriber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That no judgment rendeis 
reverſec, t. by any Jultice of the Peace, ſhall be revericd by writ of error, or in any otbe 
way than is herein after provided, nor ſhall any appeal or review be allowe 

in the cauſe, except as is herein before provided. | 
wh And be it ſuriber enafled by the authority aforeſaid; That any perſon who (Fl 
2 think him oc hceilelt aggrieved by the juugment ar ſentence of any Juſtice d 


F 


ol 
- 


1 


Fl DOR And be it further enacted by the autbority afdreſaid; That any Juſtice of the 
2 Peace ſhall have full power, and they are hereby teſpectively au horized a 


—— — - 


. empoweted, 
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empowered, to take and accept a confeſſion and acknowledgment of a h/ debe, 
from a debtor to his creditor, either upon or without an antecedent proceſs, 
as the parties ſhall agree ; which confeſſion ſhall be made only by the debtor 
bimſelt in perſon : and of ſuch confeſſion ſo made, the Juſtice ſhall make a 
record, and ſhall grant out execution thereon, in due form of law. 

And if any debtor ſhall tender ſuch confeſſion to a creditor, and the creditor Debtors . 
ſhall refuſe it, he ſhall not recover any coſts that he ſhall be at after ſuch tender 
in procuring judgmeat for his debt unleſs it appear that ſuch tender was not 
for the ſum due. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall happen * 
that any Juſtice of the Peace ſhall remove from the county, in which he is or The e et 
ſhall ter ve as a magiſtrate, ſuch Juſtice ſhall before his removal from the Igwe ba. 
eounty, deliver to the County Clerk of the ſame county, all his files. and te- delivered to thas 
cords as a Juſtice, on pain of torfeiting to the treaſury of the county, the ſum 97 *«k 
of five pounds, for each month's omiſſion, to be computed fiom the time of 
ſuch Jultice's removal, and proſecuted to effect by the State's Attorney of the 
county: and when it ſhall happen that any Juſtice ſhall die, the executors or ad- 
miniltrators ot uch Juſtice, whether he was in office at the time of his death 
or not, fhall within the time limitted for taking an inventory ot ſuch deceaſed's 
eſtate, deliver to the Clerk of the County Court as aforeſaid, the files and 
records of ſuch deceaſed, and on default thereof ſhall forfeit as aforeſaid, to be 
recovered and applied as aforeſaid : and atteſted copies of the ſaid files and 
records made by the Clerk with whom they ſhall be lodged, ſhall be ſufficieas: . 
tyidence in any Court in this State. 


.o. 
As act for ſettling Diſputes reſpecting landed Property: 


HER EAS many perſons have purchaſed ſuppoſed titles ts land within prandiy 
this Slate, and bave taken poſſeſſion of ſuch lands under ſuch titles, and made 

large improvements on the ſame ; and who having no legal title to ſuch lands, 

muſt. if the firitt rules of the common. law be attended to, be turned off from their 

Pelſaſions made at great expence. | 


B. it enatled by the General Aſſembly of the State Vermont, That when any 8 
perion or per ſuns, in ihe actual poſſcſſion and improvement of lands to d by mr 
waiCh he, ſhe or they, ſo in poſſeſſion, or thoſe under whom they hold, had —＋ .. 
purchaled a title, ſuppoſing at the time of purchale ſueh title to be good in — * 
ter, and having in conf quence of ſuch purchaſe entered and made improve- 
ments upon ſuch lands, ſhall be prelecuted before any Court, by action of 
e jcct neut, or any other real or puſſeſſory action, to final judgment, and judg- 


ent ſhall be given againſt ſuch perſon or perions in pelk ion as — 
ch 
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ſuch perſon or perſons as aforeſaid, againſt whom judgment ſhall be finalh 
given as aforeſaid, ſhall have right by aftion to recover of the perſon or per. 10 
ſons in whom the legal right ſhall be found by ſuch judgment, the value sf Ml ra 
the improvements and betterments made on ſuch lands by ſuch poſſeſfor / d. 
poſſeſſors, or thoſe under whom they hold. | 
And the mode of proceſs ſhall be, that the recoveree or recoverees in ſuch 
1. 4 of proceſs, action as aforeſaid, ſhall within forty-eight hours after judgment, or during the 
ſitting of ſaid Court, file a declaration, in an actien of the caſe, againſt the 
recoveror or receverors, for ſo much money as the eſtate is made better a 
aforeſaid, in the Clerk's office of the Court where ſuch judgment was obrained, Wl *< 
which ſhall be deemed a ſufficient notice to the adverſe party, to appear and 
defend in ſuch action on the caſe, at the next ſeſſion of ſaid Court, whether 
ſtated or adjourned : and the Court, on motion made, ſhall order the writ of 
leifin or poſſeſſion to be ſtayed until the laſt action aforeſaid be determined; 
and the land recovered by ſuch judgment ſhall be holden to reſpond the judg- 
ment, if any there be, in favor of the poſſeſſor or poſſeſſors, as fully as though 
the ſame had been attached by mean proeeis: and if on trial it ſhall be found 
neceſſary that a view be had of the premiſes, to aſcertain how much the eſtate 
is made better as aforeſaid, the Court, on motion made by either party, mi 
ud grant fuch view, and all the reaſonable charges ariſing by ſuch view ſhall be 
X paid by the party moving for the ſame. | 
M. And be it further enadtad by the authority aforeſaid, That the jury, in eſtimat 
The jury dA ing the value of the improvements, ſhall aſſeſs the value of the lands as the 
were when the ſettlement was begun by the paſſeſſor or poſſeſſots, and that 
alſo aſſes the value of ſuch lands at the time of ſuch aſſeſſment, as if the lame 
were then uncultivated, and ſhall allow to the poſſeſſor or poſſeſſors the one 
; half of what ſuch lands have riſen in value, and ſhall, in addition thereto, aſſch 
do the poſſeſſor or poſſeſſors the juſt value of meking the improvements, with 
the buildings and other betterments made on ſuch lands by the poſſcſſor or 
poſſeſſord, or thoſe under whom they hold ; and if any doubt fhall ariſe n. 
ſpeQing the quantity of ſueh land to be eſtimated by the jury, it is heredſ 
declated to be the duty of fuch juty to appraife the improvements and beitel- 
* ments on all the land deſcrived in ſuch action. * 
Rulleffur perforse And be it further enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That hen any perſon ot 
bo bare no <6- perſons who have entered and made improvements on lands to which he, ſhe c 
Apr tie. they, bad nv loch fuppoled title as'aforeſaid, hall be proſecuted before al) 
Court, by action of eject ment, or other real or poſſeſſory action, and judgment 
ſnall be finally given againſt ſuch poſſtſſor or poſſeſſors, he, ſue or they, 4 
have right to recover of the legal owner thereef, the value of his, her or the! 
improvements, to be eſtinated in manner as aforeſaid ; excepting that f 
poſicifor or poſſe ſſors ſhall have no allowance for the riſe of the land, and rhe 
ſame manner of procels ſhall be had, and the lands fhall be holden to reſpond 
the judgment obtained by ſaid poſſcſſor or poſſeſſors, as is before _— 


this act. 
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Provided always, and be it further mated by the authority afdreſaid, That this 


6 ict ſhail nor exiend to any thing tut ure, or to any perion Or peilons Who have 7 ou 
taken poſſ-Mion of land to which they hive no luppoled title, after the fi:(& 
day of October, 1780, or to any perfon or perſons who have taken puſl: (ſion 
or lands to Which they have no legal title atter the firſt day ot July, 1785 
+ WH 2nd that no perſon who bath ouſted the rightful owner, or gotten poſſeſſion of 
he WH any improved eſta e by ouſter, (otherwiſe than by legal proceſs) ſhall take aoy 
hs WH #d vantage or venefi: by this act. 2 12 
1 Be it further enatted by the authority aſoreſaid, That if che plaintiff in the — 
„Aion of the caſe atorelaid, ſhall recover juuament in ſaid action, no execution ments. 
wal be granted in ſuch cale until the expiration of fix months after ſaid judg- 
nent is recovered ; and the writ of ſerfin or pci. lion ſhall be further ſta ed 
of Wl vocil the expication of the ſaid fix months, unleſs the detendant in laid action 
1; ef the cab, fatisfy ſaid JuJgment either to the plaintiff recovering ſuch zol. 
g. Wl ment, or by paying the tull ſum of damages and colt ſo tree veted, into 1 
ob uunds of the Clerk of ſaid'Covurr, fur the plaintiff's uſe ; in which caſe the 
od WI Cle: k ſhall give a receipt for the tum fo paid, and enter ſuch judgment ſatis- 
ate WY i: d, and a writ of ſeiſin or p'(ſefſion ſhall immediately iflue. | 
1 Be it further enubted iy tht authdrity aſoreſaid, That the defendant in the . | 
M (ecla ation filed for damages as betore-mentioncd in this act, ſhall not be al- — 
lowed to demut to ſaid declaration after the ſecond diy of the fitting of the 
a. Court in which ſaid action for damages is to be tried as aforeſaich and if 
ww WH 1g ment ſhall be given on demurrer in favor of the detendant, the plaint ff, 
thin ewenty-fonr hours after fuch Judgment, or during the fitting of ſaid 
me BY Court, ſhall have full liderty to file another declaration fer the purpoſes in- * 
ane tended by this act ; and a trial hall be had in laid ation as ſoon as may be 


T4 WY after filing ſaid Jaft-mentioned declaration, and the writ of ſeiſia or poſſ ſſion 

ih WY mall be ſtayed, and the land mall be holden to reſpond the judgment, as 

of MW defore is provided in this act. 

nM be it further enaRted by the authority aforeſaid, That all actions commenced yy, 
chor 1 be trial of che tile ot lands, of decla: aiions filed for damages as aforeſaid, Ale want 
ler- all be taken up in the lame ftage in which they were when E trial of them — "ad 
was ſuſpended by the General Aſſembly in October 1983, aad be proſecuted 

tecordiogly. 

And be ii furtber enafled by the authority aſoreſaid, That where any prolecuti- — Fa 
de has been commenced betore the paſſing vt ths act, by action of eject meat, — he. 
or other real ur pe ſſ ſſory action, befort any Court, againſt à y perſon in pol- * fe . 
ſeſſion as is before - mentioned in this act, and jurgment has been rendered in * 
favor of the plaintiff, whether ſuch judgment br final or not, or whether weit 

of ſeiſin or pofſ.itficon on ſuch joggen has been ifſeed 07 not, and whether 

ſueh po ſſeſſ t or pA Aris (hall have been uuf ou! of fad pff lion or not, 

ood ſub „ 0 br f or pofſeffion, it not x ben, ch Ii be ttoved tur the te- m of 

ed i hx Months hom the pailing this act; in neh eus polT (Ti (ha!) dave 

td | 7 lioerty 
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liberty (on pay ing to the plaintiff. in ſuch act ion of cject ment, or writ of tight, 
all his juſt coſts in ſuch action, and giving him, or his attorney, twelve days nocigg 
in writing, when and where he will file a declaration for the purpoſes intended 
by this at} to file a declaration in an action of he caſe, with the Clerk of the 
Court in which (he plaintiff's action of cjectment, or other real or poſt (ry 
action, was firſt commenced, and ſhall have all che advantages intended by thig 
act. | | | 
ne Provided always, and it is berehy enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That this 
erer. act ſhall not exicnd to au petſon or pe: ſous lettled on lands granted orife. 
. queſtcred for public, pious, or charitable uſes, .nor to any perion who hap 
5 gotten the poſſe ſſion of lands by virtue of any contract made between bim 
and the legal uwaer or Owners thereof, 8 | EL 
Provided allo, and be it further enatled by the authority aforeſaid, That nuthing: 
[ in this act ſhall be conſtrucd to deprive any pe, lon of his temedy at lay 
a ainſt his voucher. | 
kl. Bie it further enafled by the authority eforeſaid; That no writ of right, at 
— other real action, no action of t3cctment, or other poſſoſſory action, ot what 
TY name gr nature ſoevet, ſhall be ſutd, prouſecuced or maintained, for-the recovery 
of any lands, tenements or herediiaments, where the cauſe of action has acciued 
C 4 before the paſſing this act, unleſs ſuch action be commenced within,three 
Pear next after the fi-ſt day of July, ia the preleat year of our Lord ons 
thuuland ſeven hundred and eighty-five.. | 


2 _ An act ditecting the form of paſſing Laws. 
When * 1 E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont; That when the 
gioates with the Governor and Council ſhail lay any bill beture the General Afﬀembly,, 


and the ſame ſhall be paſſed by the A ſſembly without amendment, the Cuuncit 
ſhall be informed thereof by a written meſſage, and the ſame ſhall be con- 
dered and recorded as a law of this State. | ; 
8 That when a bill ſhall originate in, and be agreed to by the Afembly, it 

— ſhall be ſent to the Governor and Council for their reviſion and coneusrencey 
or propoſals of amendment; and if ao amendment ſhall be by them propoſed, 

5 within five days, or betote the adjournment or riſing of the Legiſlature, the 

ſaid bill ſhall be returned to the Aſſembly, and paſſed into and recorded as % 

law, unlels the. paſſing of ſuch bill ſhall be luſpended by the Governor and 

Council: and if amendments ſhall be propoſed to any bill, and the Aﬀembly 

concur therein, the Council ſhall be informed thereof by a vtiuten meſſage, 

eee, is and the ſaid bill ſhall then be a law: but if all, or a part of the propoſed 
ule of non <t- amendments, ſhall not be concurred in by the Afſ-mbly, (the reaſons for whic| 


n. aàmendments (hall be given, verbally, or in writing) the bill ſhall be recurnes 
oy 


« * 
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do the Council, and the reaſons of ſuch non-concurtence be given, either ver- 
N bally, or in writing, that the Council may, if they ſhall think proper, proceed 
1 WW fuither thereon : asd it the Council ſhall not within five days, or before the 
nag of che Leg ſl ture, propoſe further amendments which-ſhall be agreed to 
by che Aſſembly, the ſaid bill ſhall be returned to the Aſſembly, and cbaſider- 
ed 40d recorded as a law, unleis tuſpended as aforeſaid. 

And be it further enadled by the authority aforeſaid, That if it ſhall ſo happen 


+ WW that che Council and Aſſemoly cannot leparately agree on a bill when amend- 


„ments ſhall be 1v propolea as atoreſa'd, they hill meet in Grand Committee, 
ia order that the wildom bf both Houſes may be properly obtaiaed ; after the 
n 


diſſolution of which Committee, the Aſſembly ſhall take them into conſidera- | 


tion, and proceed as is above-mentioned, | | 

And be it further enatied by the auibority aforeſard, That all bills remaining 
with the Council at the rifing vor adjournment of the Legiſtature, at every ſit- 
tiog thereot, ſhall by the Council be delivered to the Secretary: of the State. 


An aò for the Bimitation of Action. 


E it enatted by ibe General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no perſon 
chill be indicted, p olecuted, intormed againſt, complained of, or compel- 

ed (o anſwer before any Court or Juſtice of the Peace in this State, for the 
breach of any penal law, or for other crime or miſdemeanor, by reaſon whereof 
a forfeiture belongs to any public treafury, unleſs the indictment, preſentment, . 
ntormation, complaint, or declaration, be made and exhibited within one year 
ter the uff-ace is or ſhall be commited. And every ſuch indictment, pre- 
be Wlcocment, information, complamt, or declaration, that is not made and exhi-- 


ly, ml as aforeſaid, within the time limited for the ſame as aforeſaid, . ſhall be 
eil 1019, 


I= Provided, That where a ſhorter time is or ſhall be limited by any penal ſta- . 3 


vte, the proſecution ſhall be within the time ſo limited. wy 
it And whenſoever any indiRinent,. preſentment, information, complaint, or '3 
ce, Necletation, ſhall be exhibited or drawn on any penal ſtature, the day, month zes 
ed, Nad year of the exhibition thereof into any office, or to any officer, which may marked therons- 
the Wvtvlly receive the ſame, or of ſigning the writ, without any antedate thereof, 


18 & 


and WO" thout any fee for the ſame; and the (aid proceſs or proceeding ſhall be ta- 
ben to be of record from that day forward and not before. 
ge, Provided akways,- That this act ſhall not extend to any capital offence, or Provide - 


led" bett, doi to any crime that may concern loſs of member or baniſhment;. any 
ic! 42g herein contained to the contrary not withſtanding. | 
nec, 


I 3 * 


Ul de truly marked on ſuch proceſs or proceeding, by the ſame officer,.. 


— — — ——  — — * — 
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aftions.for land. Or Nature ſoevet, ſhall-hereafter be ſued, proſecuied, or maintarned, for recs 
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Be it further enalted by the authority aforeſaid, T hat no writ of right, or dth 
real action, no. act ion of q ect ment, or other poſſeſſory action, ot what bam 


very of any lands, tenements, or hereduaments, where the cauſe of ct ion ſhal 
accrue after the paſſing this act, but wichis fiiteen years next after the cauſe d 
action ſhall accrue to the plaintiff or demandant, or thoſe under whom be 0 
they claim; and that .no, perſon, having right or title of entry into any houſes, 
lands, tenements, or hereditamenta, ſhall hereatter thereinto enter, but withia 
fitteen years after fuch right ofentry ſhall accrue, 

And be it further enafted by the autbrity aforeſaid, That all action of cove 
nant, treſpals guare clauſum fregit, detiunue, actions fur trover, and replevin, 
all actions of account and upon the caſe, all actions ot debt without ſpecialty, 
all aRtians of aſſault, menace, battery, wounding, and impriſonment, or ap 
of them, which ſhall be ſued or brought, at any time atter the end of the pre 
ſent ſeſſion of Aſſembly, ſhall be commenced and fued within the times hereig 
after expreſſed, viz. the ſaid actions of covenant, actions upon the caſe, (othet 
than .de and ihole bruught on, promifiory notes) the ſaid actions of 1. 


eoun e ſaid actions for treſpals, (other than for aſſault, menace, batte'y, 


wound ing, and impriſonment) debt without {p: cialty, detinue and replevin, 


and the ſaid actions of treſpaſs gquare clauſum fregit, within three years next 
after the paſſing hereof, or within u years ncxc alter the cauſe uf ſuch ation WAN 


or ſuits ſhall accrue, and not after 3 and the ſaid actions of treſpaſs, tor aſſault, 
menace, battery, wounding, impriſonment, or any of them, and the ſaid ac. 


tions 0a the caſe for words, within one year after the cavie of ſuch ſuit or 1 
action ſhall accrue, and not after: and all actions of debt wpon ſpecialiies, 
if executed before the paſſing of this act, within fix years after che paſſing " 
hereof, and if ex-cuted atter the paſſing this act, within ſeventeen years aner 
the cauſe of action ſhall accrue, and not after: and all ations upon promiſſory B 
notes, within fix years after the paſſing hereof, if executed betore the paſſing 
of this act, or if executed after the paſſing hereof, within fourteen years aticr PU 
the cauſe of action ſhall accrue, and not after, | ng! 
Nevertheleſs, That if in any of the ſaid adions or ſuits, judgment be gives do 
for the plainiiff, and the ſame be reverſed for error, or a verdict pals for the {* | 
plaintiff, and upon matter alledged in arreſt ot judgment, the judgment be . 
given againſt the plaintiff, that he take nothing by hig-wrir, is tuch cales he 
plaintiff, his heirs, execucors, or adminiſtrators, may Commence a new add i0n 
or ſuit, from time to time, within a year after ſuck judgment reverſed, of luck 
judgment given againſt the plaintiff, and aot after. F 
Provided, That if any perſon that is or ſhall be entitled to any tuck aRtion, the! 


as betore mentioned, ſhall, be at the time of ſuch action acccuing, within the hal 
age of twenty-one years, feme covert, non compos mentis, impriloned; or be- b 
youd the ſcas, ſuch perſon ſhall be at liberty to bring the ſame actions wich — 


fuck 


rs sr AAA 8” 


LM 


STATUTES ov VERMONT, 


ſo expoſed or offered to ſale; the one halt to him who ſhall proſecute the ſame EY 
is 
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och times as are before limited, after their being of full age, diſ- covert, of 
ae memory, at large, and returned from beyond lea, 


* Sees | 


An act for the ſuppteſſing of Lotteries. —_— 1 
DE it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That every 
D perſon who ſhall preſume, without ſpecial licence from the Legrſlature, 
o let up any lettery for the ſale of goods, lands, or tenements, or to ſell, put 
dE, or vend, any lands, goods, monies, of other thing whatever, by way of ee, is 
ottery ; or ſhall ſet up notifications to entice people to bring in and depoſit 
heir money or credit, for carrying on any ſuch deſign, and ſhall be thereof 
onvicted, ſhall forteit and pay the value of the goods, monies, or other things 


o effect, the othet᷑ to the treaſury of the county where the offence is commit- 


ed, 
® 
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An act for regulating of Marriages, and for preventing and puniſhing Inceft 
1787. 


and inceſt uous Marriages. 


ORASMUCH as the ordinance of marriage is honorable in all; and it Pramble. 
being proper that the ſolemnization of it ſhouid be in ſuch a decent and orderly 
manner, as will beſt contribute to the bappineſs of families, and peace of ſociety : 
| T heretore, 
B E it enafled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no perſon . 
ſhall be joined in marriage betore the intention of the parties has been 3 
publiſhed by che Miniſter, or Towg Clerk, in ſome public meeting or meet- a} to be pub- | 
ngs for religious purpoſes, in the town, ſociety, or pariſh, where the parties l. + Þ 
do ordinarily refidez or ſuch purpoſe or intention be poſted, in fair writing; 
a ſome public place in each of the towns, there to ſtand ſo that it may be 
read, at leaſt eight days before ſuch marriage. | | | 

That no perion whatſoever in this State, other than the Lieutenant-Gover- | 
nor, Juſtices of the Peace within their reſpeRive juriſdiction, or ordained Mi- j 3 
niſters of the Goſpel within the town and ſociety, (or in any other town * 
within the ſame county, wherein there ſhall be no ordained Miniſter) wherein 
they reſpectively dwell, and while they continue in the exerciſe of the miniſtry, 
hall folemnize any marriage, 

Nor ſhall any of the perſons before mentioned preſume to marry any man Penalty for mio: 
ind woman, before he is cert:ficd that ſuch intention ot the paiiies has been wer 
publiſhes ay afo:claid, ot betote ſuch Mag ſtrate or Miniſter eis certified of the —_— 

5 os A a conleat 
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conſent of the parents or guardians, (if any there be) if either party be under 
age, on pain of forteiting, for every offence,. the ſum of twenty pounds; one 
*2$ moiety to him or them who ſhall complain of and proſecute the ſame to effe&, 
| % and the other moiety to the trealury of the county where the offence ſhall be 
committed. 
Rs And if any perſon or perſons, other than theperſons-intending marriage, or 
111 1 fer pul-- their legal guardians, ſhall preſume to detace or pull down any ſuch publiſh. 
= - — re ment ſet up in writing as aſoreſaid, before the expiration of eight days after 
the time of ics bring tec up; every ſueh perſon or perlons ſhall be fined the 
ſum of forty ſhillings, or be ſet in the Rocks one whole hour. 

al And every perfon herein before empowered to join perſons in matrimony, ee 

© Regider d be ſhall keep a fait regiſter of each marriage by them  reipeRively ſolemnized, 
| Kept. which may be given in evidence in any Court of record in this State. G 
Il. Be it further enatled by the authority aforeſaid; That so main ſhall marry 2 b 
ir” ef kin- woman within the degrees of kindred herein after named, that is to ſay, 8 
— man ſhall marry his grandfathei's wife, wife's grandmother, father's ſiſter, ce 
| mother's-liſter,. father's brother's wife, mother's brother's wifk, wife's fache's WY or 
ſie itc's mother's ſiſter, father's wife, wifc's mother, daughter, wite's Wl cc 
daughter, ſon's wife, fitter, brother's wife, ſon's daughter, daughter's daughter, 21 
ſon's ſon's wife, daughter's ſon's wife, wife's ſon's daughter, wife's daughter, G 
daughter, brother's daughter, ſiſtei' daughter, brother's ſon's wife, ſiſter's fo fi 
wite. to 
And it any man ſhall hereafter marry any woman, who is within the degrees 7a 
before - mentioned in this act, every ſuch marriage ſhall be, and is hereby ec 
declared to be, null and void. And all children which ſhall hereafter be bon 
of ſuch inceftuous marriage, ſhall be torever diſable to inherit by deſcent. Gr 
And that every man and woman who ſhall marry, or carnally know ech id. 
other, being within any of the degrees betoie-mentioned in this act, or bring Wl en 
ſo married, ſhall continue to dwell in the {ame houſe at any time atcer the ſpac Bi a1 
of forty days after the publication hereot, and be convicted thercof before the will - 

Supreme Court; ſuch perſons ſhall luffer the like puniſhment as is diceRed 
to be inflited in caſe. of adultery, excert that inſtead of the letter 4 to de h. 
worn by an adulterer, the capital letter I ſhall be worn by ſuch inceſtuo I aff 
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An act regulating the Militia: of the State of Vermont. C0! 

For regulating the militia of this State, = 

E it enaffed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That all male Cr: 

What be | N- bis 
What pe for perſons from ſixteen years of age to torty-five, ſhall conſtitute the mi 


Zar“ Far lorge el this State, except members of the Council, members of the har 
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of Repreſentatives, and Delegates to the Congreſs of the U ited States for "I 
the time being, the State Treaſurer and Secretary of State, Secretary of Cogn. Nameless 
eil, Juſtices of the Peace, Judges of the Supreme and County Courts, Judges 
ot the ſeveral probate diſt ricts, Auditors of the State, Field, Commiſſioned, and 
Staff officers, honorably diſcharged, Miniſters of the Goſpel, the Pieſident, 
Tutors and Students of colleges, allowed Phyſicians and Surgeons, Poſt offi- 
cers, conſtant Schoolmalters, one Miller to each griſt-mill, Sheriffs, Conſta- . 
bles and Goalers, conſtant Ferrymen, perſons dilabled by lameneſs or other 
bodily infirmity, during the continuance of ſuch diſability, producing a certi- 
ficate thereof from two able Phyſicians, to the acceptance of his or their 
commiſſioned officers. | 
That the Governor of this State for the time being, ſhall de Captain- — 1 
General and Commander in Chief, and the Lieutenant- Governor for the ine 
being, ſhall be Licutenant-General of and over all the military force of this 
State; and there ſhall be appointed agreeably to conſtitution,. as may be ne- 
ceſſary, one Major-General to the command of each diviſion, to conſiſt of two 
or more brigades, one Brigadier-General to the command of each brigade, to 
eonſiſt of two regiments or more, and one Colonel, one Lene WET 
and one Mor, to each regiment of intantry, to be commiſſioned by the omen 
Governor, And in every infantry company where there are forty rank and tin«dto the 
file, there ſhall be one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Enſign, four ſergeants, | 
tour corporals, one drummer and one fiſer ; and where there are thirty-two 
rank and file, there ſhalt be one Lieutenant, one Enſign, two ſergeants, four 
corporals, one drummer and one fifer; and where there ate but twenty-four: 
rank. and file, there ſhall be one Lieutenant, two jergeants, two corporals, one 
drummer and one fiter. And that to each regiment there may be two light. Me tee 
ach atantry companies, compoſed of ſuch active young men ss will voluntarily infantry een ge- 
ang engage in ſuch infantry company, and ſhall form on the flanks of the regiment, — — TE: 
" and — cloathed in ſuch uniform. as the field officers of the regiment ſhall 
the CIrcct.. 
Qed Thar the companies thus conftituted, ſhall have the privilege of chooſing 
de their officers ; and cach company ſo formed, ſhall have one or more parade Thr number 
009 aſſigned them by the Colonel or commanding officer of the regiment ; and each 
company ſhall conſiſt of one Captain, ane Lieutenant, one Enſign, four ſerge- 
ants, four corporals, one drummer, one fer, and ſixty-four rank and file, 
And that the noncommiſſioned officers and privates of each light infantry 
company thus compoſed, ſhall be exempted from ary poll tax, 
That there may be one company of cavalry railed in each regiment, to eon- 
ſiſt of one Captain, one Lieutenant, one Cornet, one quariermaſter, two ſerge- Ou compuny e 
ant», four corporals, two trumpeters, and thirty-ſix privates: that every light — _ 
nale I dragoon ſhall always be provided with a good ſerviceable horſe not leſs than 
nil fourtcen hands high, to the acceptance of the chief commiſſioned officer of the Howtobeequlpy 
nh do which be belongs, covered with a good ſaddle, with houſing and *** 
ai n other 
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other proper furniture, a bridle, and holſters with bear-{kin caps, a caſe of 
good piſtols, a [word or cutlaſs not leſs than three and one halt feet in length, 
and allo a cap made of jirk leather, or other cover for the head, a flaſk or 
cartouch box, one pound of good powder, three pounds of ſizeable bullets, 
eight flints, and a good pair of boots and ſpurs ; on penalty of twenty ſhillings 
for want of ſuch horſe, and one ſhilling for want of either of ſuch other articles 
Penalty. in which he ſhall be deficient, And each commiſſioned officer, non-commil. 
ſioned officer and private, who ſhall be provided and equipped as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be exempted from any poll tax, and from paying any tax for one hotſe, 
being his own property. 
1 And there ſhall be one company of artillery to each brigade, to be compoſed 
* of ſuch active young men as ſhall engage for that purpole ; which company 
Their number & ſhall conſiſt of one Captain- Lieutenant, one Lieutenant, one Enſign, two fer. 
dae pments. geants, two cor por als, two bombardiers, one drummer, one fiter, and eighteen 
matroſſes: each commiſſioned officer to be armed with a ſword or hanger, 
fuzee, bayoner, belt and cartouch box, to contain twelve cartridges; and 
each artillery man ſhall furniſh himlelf at his own expence, with all the tquip- 
ments of 2 private in the infantry, until proper ordnance and field artillery 
can be provided by the State, and ſhall be exempt from poll tax, the ſame u 
companies of light infantry are, | 
And that each company of artillery ſhall be annexed to ſuch regiment in the 
brigade to which they reſpectively belong, as ſhall be found molt convenient 
by the Brigadier-General, or officer commanding the brigade, and fhall 
Thelr e.. take poſt on the right of the regiment to which they are annexed, and the 
troop of horſe, belonging to the regiment whereto the company of artillery is 
annexed, in that cale ſhall take poſt on the left, 
. , 50d the companies of artillery and cavalry fo arranged, ſhall be ſubject to 
valry ſobjetto the Colonel or commanding officer of ſuch regiment in all teſpects, except 
the ortereof the that the company of cavalry ſhall not be liable to be called out but twice in 
3 one year, except in caſes of alarm : and that the company of artillery ſhall be 
ſubject to the lame order of diſcipline as the companies of light infantry are in 
| their reſpective regiments, 
Militts to bu And that every able-bodied male perſon, being a citizen of this State, or of 
. any of the United States and reſiding in this State, except ſuch perſons as ate 
heretofore exempted, and who are of the age of ſixteen, and under the age of 
- forty-five years, ſhall by the Captain or commanding officer of the beat in 
which luch citizen ſhall reſide, within four months after the paſſing of this ad, 
be entolled in the company of ſuch beat: that every Captain, or command. 
ing officer of a company, ſhall alſo enrol every citizen as aforeſaid who ſhall 
from time to time arrive at the age of ſixteen years, or come to reſide within 
| his beat, and without delay notify ſuch enrolment to ſuch citizen ſo entolled, 
Captain to detit- by ſuch noncommiſſioned officer ot the company, who ſhall be a competent 


r  itacls to prove ſuck notice, That all diſputes which may happen with reſpeck 
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to the age, abilities, deficiencies, or neglect of duty, of any perſon to bear 


arms, ſhall he determined by the Captain or commanding officer of the compa- 
ny, with a right to appeal by the perſon who may conceive himſelf aggrieved, 
0! any other. perſun belonging to the company, to the Colonel or .commanding 
officer of thz regiment, | 

And every citizen, ſo enrolled and notified, ſhall within nine months there- 


after, provide himſelf, at his own exvence, with a good muſket or firelock, 


with a priming wire and bruſh, a ſufficient bayonet and belt, with a cartouch 


box, with three pounds of lead bullets ſuitable te the bore of his muſket or 
firelock, a good horn containing one pound of good powder, and tour ſpare ' 


flnts; and ſhall appear ſo armed, accoutred aad. provided, when called out 
to exereiſe or duty, if thereto required, 

Provided neveribeleſs, That when it ſhall appear to the commiſſioned officer 
of any company ot iatantry, by and with the advice of the Scle&tmen of the 
town where ſuch company belongs, that any ſoldier fo enrolled, and to be 
equipped as aforeſaid, hall be unable to provide himſelf with arms and accou- 
trements agteeably to the tenor of this act, that he ſhall be provided at the ex- 
pence of the town where ſuch ſoldier belongs: aad that fuch ſoldier, fo pro- 
vided with arms and accoutrements, hall be eccountable to the Select men for 
the lame. And that the commiſſioned officers ſhall be reſpeRively armed with 
a ſword or hanger, 

And be it further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That all fines arifing from 
offences or acficiencies of any noncommiſſiuned officer or private, belonging 
to any company or ſquad of infantry, artillery, or cavalry, refuſing or neglect- 
ing when called out, ſhall be adjudged of, and impoſed by, the comm Mi »ned 
officers ot the company, or the major part. of them, and be levied, with coſts 
not exceeding three ſhillings, by warrant from the Captain or commanding 
offi er of the company, directed to the urdetly ſergeant of the company to whom 
fuch delinquent belongs, by diftrels and fale of the goods and chattels of ſuch 
offenders teipectively: and in cale any fuch defaulicr ſhall be under age, and 
live with his tather ur mother, or ſhall be an apprentice or tervant, the mafler 
or m ſtrels, father or mother, as the caſe may be, ſhall be liable to pay the 
aid file, with coſt ; and in default of payment, the ſaid ſergeant ſhall levy the 
lane upon the goods or chaitels ot ſuch father, mother, maſter, or miſtrel> ; 
ſuch fires, when received, to be paid by the orderly ſei grant ro the officer 
g antiig luch warrant, whoſe duty it ſhall be to account for the ſame in pro- 
viding colours, dru ns, fites, or other utes of the company, at the ditection 
of the cum. niſſiaed officers of the company, and always to be under the in- 
ſpect ion of the Colonel or commanding officer of thi regiment, 

Phat if any comm ſſi ned officer ſhall give up his co nmifl n without leave 
from the Brigadier, or comma ding ufficer of the nad; or if any noncom- 
miſivncd officer ſhall give up his warrant without leave from the Colonel, or 
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commanding officer of the regiment. to which he belongs; every ſuch co. 
miſſi>ned or noncommiſſioned officer ſhall be reduced to the ranks, 7 
That there ſhall be, from time to time, (as may be neceſſary) appointed j © 
| One A/Jatavt» warrant from the Captain-General, one Adjutant-General over the whole ni 0 
General tobe 1: of this State, who ſhall have tank 2s a Eieutenant-Colonel ;. whoſe dun 7: 
it ſhall be to diſtribute all orders from the Commander in Chief to the ſereu v 
corps, to turniſh blank forms of different returns that may be required, d 
. explain the principle on which they ſhuuld be made. And there may be 9 
'Aid de-Compe. pointed by each Majpr-General iwwo Aid-de- Camps, wh» ſhall have rank voifl © 
b M. jors in the line: and one Brigade - Major, in each brigade, 10 like manne, ti 
by ihe 1eſpeRive Brigadier-Generals,. to tank as a Capiain in the line: al 

&ejvtants. one Adjo'ant in each regiment, in like manner, by the commanding ice 
214% +» Teſpedively,. to tank as Licutenant z. whole duty ic ſhall be carefully aad ci. ©! 
gently to collect, and truly make up, all returns in their ſeveral limits, at the ti 
times, and according to the form or torms that may be ordered, and to execu il © 


ſuch legal orders as may be enjoined un them by their ſuperior officers, Anl 
the commanding officers of regiments (hall- alſo, in like manner, appoint on 
er, and one quarter maſter, io their reipective regimeats ; and alſo o 
Sa *. ſurgeon, and one mate; and ttom the liſt of ſergeants. drummers, . and files 
( © ſhall appoint one ſergeant- Major, one quartermaſter- ſergean , one drum-m.jx, 
and one fife-major :* and the commanding officers of companies ſhall be # 

G@cduy tattan o liberty to appoint, from the liſt of ſergeants, one orderly-lergeant;, hd 


ſeveral officers ſhall be hable to be diſplaced for miſdemeanor, or negledt- d 


duty, by the officers granting ſech warrants, or their ſucceſſurs in office. fi 

„ That every orderly-lergeant of the reſpective companies of infantry, ea] P 

2 or ariille: y, ſhalk take the following oath, vz. Nu ſwear truly to ptr form ill << 
office of orderly ſergeant, io the utmoſt" of your ill and abilities. in all things app. of 

taining to the office of orderly ſergeant, according to law. So belp you God, Wiki . 

duty it ſhall br, to call over the roll of the company on vVays of viewin © 


Mis utge arms and training days, and note the defects of individuals, by their ablency 
f or otherwiſe, and to txecute all legal warrants to him directed by his ſuperidt 
officers, tor the levying any fie or fines on delinquent's, . with” the nectſſuf 

charges 2 ſing thereon 3 which he is, by virtue of laid warrant, as fully et 

powered to do, as Conftables in civil cates are. That every order I- ſergeat 

of the infantry, cavalry, or artillery, ſhall rake an exact liſt of « ficers, 00 

of 4 comauſfioned « fficers, or ſoldiers, belonging to the company to which (vc 
ordetly- ſergeant belongs, once in every year, vz., on the fi: Tueſday of Mi) 

and oftener if thereunto required be the con. manding « fficer of the emp- 

to which he belongs, agrerably to ſuch orget as he ſhall receive, aad the ſan 

_— tranſmit to the commanding officer of ſaid company, whoſe duty it ſhall be 
| ke deten. inſpect, cectity, and traaimit the ſame to the aqjutant of the regiment to hid 
| he belongs; by the-twencerh day of May annually ; which adj d ant, when ha 
ing received che returns: oi each compaby in the regiment. (hall 2 
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Gmnilar return of the ſtate of the whole regiment, as the caſe may be, and atteſt 
the lame; and it being accepreo, approved, and certified, by the commanding 
orficer ot the regiment, ſhall be tranſmitred to the Brigade-Major, by the firſt 
day of June annually z and the Brigade-Major, from the returns of the ſeveral 
regiments, ſhall make up a ſimilar return of the ſtrength of the whole brigade ;. 
which being by him atteſted, examined, approved and certified by the Briga- 
dier-General, ſhall be tranfmitted to the Adjotant-General, by the firſt day of 
Auguſt annually, and by him formed into a general return of the military force 
of chis State; which being by him atteſted, ſhall be tranſmitted to the Cap- 
tain-General, to be hy him laid before the General Aſſembly, at tuch time 26 
he, by the advice of the Council, ſhall think proper. 

That the Commander in Chief tor the time being, ſhatt arrange the whole Tus gemes- 
of the militia into diviſions, brigades and regiments, and may, trom time to -— * | 
time, make ſuch altcrations as he ſhall chink fic ; and that each Colonel or 
commanding officer of a+ regiment, ſhall have power by regimental orders, to 
arrange his regiment into companies, and alter ſuch arrangements; from time 
to time, as he ſhalÞthink proper. | | 

That each B-1gade-major ſhall'be an intpector to ſaid brigade; to attend the g, mejers- 
regimencal-parade,-and ſhall then and there inipeR their arms; ammunition and inf «Qeneftacys 
accoutrements, ſuperintend-their-exerciſe and manceuvres,and introduce a pro- _ 
per ſyſtem off mitnary difcipline; throughout his* brigade, agrerable to ſuch 
orders as he may from time to time receive from the Adjurant-General:. | 

That the militia of this: State ſhall fende z vous twice in every year, on the nde ue u. 
firſt Tueſday of May, and on the fi ſt Tucſiay of October, annually, for the: 4e twice 8 
purpole ot training, diſciplining, viewing arms, and other martial excerciſe, by JT" 
companies, in their reſpective beats, and by tegiments once in four years, or. * 
oftener, as the Brigadier ſhall order or ditect. 1 kasse 

That the hght :intantry companies ſhall apprat fix times im every year, three —— 
times by companies in · their reſpeRive beats, and three times in 1quads, as the _ r. 
Colonel or commanding officer of the regiment ſhall direct. * 

That commanding cfficers of brigades may, as often as they think proper, or rg 

: : may ras 
require the attendance of any or all the ficld officers under their command, at quire the attend= 
fuch ume and place as they ſhall appoint, to confer with them on the ſubject 2 «f ales 
ot better ordering of milicacy affairs, and promoting aulitary ſkill and diſciphne 
ia the ſa d brigades : and the commanding officers ot regiments ſhall be veſted 
with'l.ke power, and for like purpoles, tu call' together: in like manner, any or: 
all the commiſſivned officers ot their teipective regiments, and the ficta officers: 
of cegiments ate hereby empowered and direted to dignify the leveral compa- who ts dignify 
nies in t eit reſpeRtive regiments, and alſo to divide ſaid companies; as they - 
may with the advice of the com ſſioned officers ot the companies propoſed to 


be divided, from time to time judge cxpcdieat, agrecable to the ptoviſion ot: 
this act. 


— 
* 


That 
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i.. That @ GeneratCourt- Martial which may be appointed by any officers com. 


manding brigades, ſhall confit of thirteen commiflioned officers, who ſhall 
appoint their Judge Advocate; which Judge Advocate ſo appointed, (hall 
tender to each member, and each member is hereby required to take the fol. 
heit eth. Towing oath ; You do ſwear, that yon will well and truly try, and determi 
according to evidence, the matter. depending between the freemen of the State of Vere 
mont, and abe priſoner or priſoners to be tried and you do further ſwear, that yag 
will not divulge the ſentence .of the Court until the jame ſhall be approved of purjuant 
40 an ads, entitled, An aft regulaticg the nuluia of the State ot Vermont; 
neither will you, upon any account, at any time whatſoever. diſcloſe or diſcover the 
vote or opinion of any particular member of the Court Martial, unleſs required 1 
give eviaence thereof by @ Court / Juſtice, in a dus courſe of law. S belp yu 

God. — ä 
And che Preſident is hereby authorized to tender to the Judge Abvocate, 
who is hereby enjoined to take the following oath ; 2 —— 40 ſwear iber 
. ch of judge You will not, upon any account, at any time whatſoever, diſcloſe or diſcover the vo 


dust or opinion of an particular member of the Court- Martial, unleſs required 10 yive 


evidence thereof as a witneſs, by a Court of Fuſtice, in a due courſe of law. and tha) 
ou will not divulge the. ſentence of this Court until the ſame ſhall be approved, 
Purſuant to ah adi, entitled, An act regulating the auliua ot che State vi Ver- 
mont. So belp you God. 3 | 
| yt And that every commiſſioned officer ho fhall be convicted by Generd 
e rejlet of Court-Martial, of having tefuſed or negledted to perform any of the duties dt 
auty his office, ſhall be puniſhed according to the degree and nature of his offence: 
80 provided no fine ſhall exceed ten pounds tor the firſt offence, nor excecd-fitiy 
eds and ap- pounds for every ſubſcquent offence: which fine ſhall be levied and collated 
r by warrant under the hand and leal of the commanding, «fficer of the brigade, 
directed to the adjutant of the regiment where ſuch officer ſhall belong, ia like 
manner as the fines herein after u entiontd to be received of noncommiſſioned 
officers and privates tor neglect or retuial of duty ; which &aes io collec, 
ſhall be paid into the hands of thr officer granting the ſame, whoſe duty it ſhall 
be to appropriate the lame tor the wie of the regiment whete ſuch delinquent 
ſhall belong, in the providing colours, drums, &c. tor the wie ot luck 
h imeat. ä 
— And wharſoever officer all be convicted before a Court-Martial of behav- 
w"_ ing io a ſcandalcus infamous manner, ſuch as is unbecoming the character uf 
| an officer and a gentleman, ſhall be caſhieted. | 
pe n That the commanding officers of brigades may order Court-Martials for the 
trial of officers in his brigade, the members of which ſhall be warned by the 
— te — Brigade -· M jor, » ho is to keep a roſter for that purpole : that the Procredings 
approved wa w. anf ſentence of every Court- Martial ſhall be in writing. ſigned by the Preki- 
eue dent thrta; and that all proceedings and ſentences when à y officer ſhall be 
calhiered, ſhall by che Preſident be delivered to the commanding officer 5 the 
| brigades 
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brigade, to be by him tranſmitted to the Commander in Chiet, who ſhall ap- 
prove or diſapprove of the ſame in orders: and that all other proceedings and 
ſentences of brigade Courts-Martial, ſhall be delivered to the commanding 
officer of the brigade, who ſhall approve or diſapprove of the ſame in orders. 
That a Court-Martial for the trial of general officers, ſhall be ordered by Courts nods A 
the Commander in Chief, and compoſed of general and field officers, who ſhall — —— 
be warned to that duiy by the Acjutant-General from a rofter to be by him 
kept for that purpoſe, that the proceedings and ſentences of ſuch Courts- 
Martial ſhall be tranſmitted by the Preſident to the Commander in Chief, 
who ſhall confirm or diſapprove of the ſame in general orders : provided that Only to nmery 
no ſentence of a Court-Martial en a general cfficer go further than a removal % ee. 
from office: That all ſentences of Courts-Marſhal by which any officer ſhall 
be removed, and which ſhall be approved by the Commander in Chief, hall 
by him, from time to time, be laid before the Council, te the end that the 
perſon adminiſtering the government of this State for the time being, by and 
with the advice of Council, may appoint others inſtead of the officers ſo 
removed from office. and 
That every noncommiſſioned cfficer or private, who ſhall refuſe or neglect ee 
to appear when warned, in purſuance of this act, without ſufficient excuſe, nee 
ſhall for every day he neglects to appear at the regimental parade, forfeit the | 
ſum of fix ſhillings ; and ſhall tor every day he neglects to appear on the com- 
pany parade, forteit the ſum of four ſhillings ; and for every day's neglect to 
appear on the parade aſſigned for the different ſquads for the convenience f 
exerciſe, ſhall pay the ſum of three ſhillings ; and if he ſhall not be armed and 
tquipped according to the direftions of this act, when ſo appearing (without 
lufficient excuſe) he ſhall for every deficiency, forfeic the ſum of ſix pence, 
and appearing wichout a muſket or ficelock, the ſum of three ſhillings. Gubmenand 
That all perſons being of the people called Quakers, who would otherwiſe «« 
be ſubject to military duties vy virtue of this act, and who ſhall refule to per- 
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form military ſervice, ſhall be exempted therefrom in time of peace. | 
That all commanding officers of companies ſhall have power to appoint two —_— 


days annually for the purpole of military exercile, excluſive of the two days deny, for mule 
for the purpoſe of muſtering z provided they ſhall not have power to call them“ 
out in either of the three ſummer manths; and the companies ſhall have three The warnlagy - 
days warning for all muſters and trainings; which warning ſhall be given by f 
an order trom the commanding officer of the company, to any noncommiſſioned 
officer of the company, or in any other way agreed on by the company; and every 
ſoldier warned as atoreſaid, ſhall give his attendance at any time and place ap- Penalty fer aa 
pointed, complete in arms for military exerciſe, and drefſcd in a ſoldier like Pr 
manner, and for nonappearance, diſobedience, or delinquency in arms, ſhall 

be liable to the lame fines and penalties as ate directed by this act for non- * 
appearance, diſobedience, or deficiency on days for company muſtets; to be 
collected and diſpoſed of as heretofore directed by this act. 

| f Co | That 
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That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Brigadier-General, or com. 
When an lorab- manding officer of a regiment, when and as often as any invaſion may ha 

deter dle. to order out the militia under his reſpective command, for the defenee of thi 
male to order out State; giving notice of ſuch invaſion, and every circumſtance attending the 
dies neticetou- ſame, as early as poſfible,. to their immediate commanding officer, by-whom 
alas at. ſuch information ſhall be tranſmitted, with the utmoſt expedition, to the Com. 
| mander in Chief. And that in caſe of inſurtections, the commanding officer of the 
regiment within the limits of which any ſuch inſurrection may happen, ſhall 
immediately aſſemble his regiment, ar ſuch part thereof as to him may appear 
neceſſary, under arms, and having traaſmitted information thereof to the com- 
manding officer of the br:gade, and to the Commander in Chief, ſhall proceed 
4 to take ſych meaſures to ſuppteſs ſuch inſurrection, as to any three Judges or 
Juſtices of the Peace in and for the county where ſuch inſurtect ion ſhall hap. 
pen, may appear moſt proper and effeftual. And if any perſon be wounded, 
or diſabled, while in actual ſervice, in oppoling any invaſton or inſurreRtion, 
or in ſuppreſſing the ſame, he ſhall be taken care of and provided for at the 
public expence, without having any regard to the rank ſueh perſon may hold. 
And that it may and ſhall be lawtul for the perſon-adminiſtering the govern- 
Dmg of ment of this State for the time being, by and with the advice and conſent of 
inte- the Council, to appoint a Commiſſary of military ſtores, who ſhall be allowed 
"h an adequate reward tor his ſervice: and ſuch Commiſſary ſhall have the charge 
and keeping of the ordnance and military ſtores of this State, ſubject to ſuch 
order and inſtruction in the execution of his duty, as he ſhall receive from the 

Commander in Chief. | 
And that every noncommiſſioned officer and private, who ſhall negleR ot 
—— refuſe to obey the order of his ſuperior officer while under arms, ſhall forfeit 
for every luch coff-nce, a ſum not exceeding. ten ſhillings :- and if any ſuch non- 
commiſſioned officer or private, enrolled to-ſerve in either ot the companies of 
artillery, cavalry, or infantry, ſhall refuſe or _ to perform ſuch military 
duty or exerciſe as he ſhall be required to pet form, or ſhall -deſerc from hit 
colours, or guard, without the permiſſion. of his ſuperior officer as-aforeiaid, 
"A he ſhall ſuffer ſuch fine as ſhall be inflicted by a Court. Martial, as the nature 

| of the caſe mav require, not exceeding twelve ſhillings.. | 
EN And be it furi ber enacted by the authority aforeſaid, T hat no perſon or perſons, 
_— when ſpectators at any review, muſter, or training, ſhall be allowed to ſtand 


on or occupy the ground, within twenty yards of any regiment, troop of horſe, 
company, or ſquad, when manceuvring; and the officer commanding ſuch 
regiment, troop, company, or ſquad, ſhall have a right, by a regular guard, 
to remove any ſuch perſon or perlons off the ground or parade that he wiſhes 
to occupy for martial exercile.. 
That all perſons who have heretofore been commiſſioned or noncommiſſion. 
1 ed cfficers, in the line of the army of the United States, or in the militia 
dr ewpicd this or either of the Unued States, and have been lawtully diſcharged, = 
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be, and hereby are, exempted from ſerving in the militia of this State, except-- 

ing only that when any of the above ſaid commiſſioned or noncommiſſioned 

officers be duly required to ſerve in the militia of this State, in the rank for- 

merly ſuſtained by laid officer, or a higher rank, and ſhall neglect or refuſe to 

ſerve as aforeſaid, he ſhall be liable to do duty as a private, in the militia of 

this State: any thing in this act to the contrary notwithſtanding, | 
Be it further enalted by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral acts, or parts uv: _ 

of acts, heretofote paſſed, regulating the militia of this State, be, and hereby — A 0 

are, repealed, 
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An act regulating Mills and Millers. Paſſed March $4. 


1787. 
E it enafled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That each 
miller, or owner of any griſtmill, in this State, ſhall be allowed two 
quarts out of each buſhel of Indian corn he grinds, and for Engliſh grain two 
quarts out of each buſhel and one pint for boulting; except malt, out of each 
buſhel of which he ſhall have one quart,. and no more. | 

And if any miller ſhall take or receive any greater toll for grinding than is Penalty for u 
herein before allowed, he ſhall forfeit and pay twenty ſhillings, on each con- * 
viction of the breach of this act; one moity whereof ſhall be to the complainer 
who ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, and the other moiety to the trealury of 
the town where luch offence ſhall be committed. 

And there ſhall be provided for every griſtmill within this State, by the 3, a mates 
owners of ſuch mills, ſealed meaſures, viz. one of a pint, one of a quart, one to be grovideds, 
of two quarts, and one of three quarts, for their toll meaſures, with an inftru- 
ment to ſtrike the ſaid mealure, which ſhall be ſtricken, when toll is taken of 
any grain brought to ſuch mills to be ground, ſtricken meaſure. W 
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An act regulating the trial of perſons, who, on being arraigned for crimes mee. Wd 
againſt the State, ſhall ſtand mute. 


PP HEREAS, the judgment directed by the common law, in caſe of a pri- | 

ſoner s refuſing to plead, is marked by circumſtances manifeſtly repugnant to prantia. 
that ſpirit of humanity, which ſhould ever diſtinguiſh a free, civilized, and 
Chriſtian people.. Wherefore, 


E it enafled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That in all — tea 

| Criminal caſes, where the party indifted or complained of ſhall, on being — 2 
arraigned, obſtinately refuſe to plead and be tried in due courſe of law, ſuch wi. g 
Ganding mute mall be adjudged to amount to, and be, a proper 1 or 
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| 
i denial of the facts charged in the indictment or complaint: and the trial ſhall 
ö thereupon proceed in like manner, and the ſame judgment ſhall be given 
againſt the ſaid party, if found guilty, as if he, ſhe, or they had, on being 
19 arraigned, duly plead, and in proper ferm reſpeRively put themſelves on 
f their trial. | 
'Y SO O D 009g. g = ov | 
i ; X f 8 
e ach s, An act directing what Money ſhall be a legal currency in this State, and u 
what rate the ſame ſhall pals. | . 
E it enadled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That all ge. 
nuine coined gold, ſilver, and copper, ſhall be legal money in this State, 
Weight of coins, and ſhall paſs as follows, viz. all gold coin, ot the fineneſs of a half. johannes, 
at the rate of five ſhillings and four pence a penny weight: ſilver coin, efti. 
mating the filver Spaniſh milled dollar, weighing not leſs than ſeventeen penny 
weight and (ix grains, at fix ſhillings each; and all other filver coins in pto. 
portion thereto, according to- its weight and fineneſs: and all genuine coined 
coppers, three of which weigh not leis than one ounce, ſhall paſs for two pence, 


S o nw Lou I GC gg oo pscTcoT 
Raffed OR. 30, An act to prevent the ſale and tranſportation of Negroes and Molattoes out 
2786, | of this State, 

ER 74 HERE AV, by the conſtitution of this State, all the ſubjefts of this Com 
monwealth, of whatever caiour, are equally entitled to the ineſtimable bleſ- 
Priamble, ings of freedom, unleſs they have forfeited the ſame by the commiſſion of ſont 

crime: and the idea of flavery is expreſsly and totally exploded from our free gt- 
vernment. And whereas, inſtances have bappened of former owners of Negra 

in this Commonwealth, making ſale of ſuch perſons as ſlaves, notwithſtanding 
their being liberated by the conſtitution ; and attempts bave been made 10 trat. 
port ſuch perſons to foreign parts, in open violation of the laws of the land. 


4 . E it therefore enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, Tha 
2.4 - if if any perſon ſhall hereafter make ſale of any ſubject ot this State, or (hull 
ah fat convey, ot attempt to convey, any ſubject out of this State, with intent to hold 


or ſell ſuch perſon as a ſlave; every petſon ſo offendiag. and con victed there- 


of, ſhall forfeit and pay to the perſon injured for ſuch cffence, the ſum of one 5 
* hundred pounds, and colt of ſui: ; to be recovered by action of debt, complaidt 5 
or infot mation. n ; —- 
eee ot 
bm March gy | | An act to prevent falling Trees into Creeks and Rivers. 


„ 09 87. { n 
| Wy 7 EREAS mills and bridges fanding on the creeks and rivers in this, Halt, tig 
anl.. are much endangered by irees and timber floating down the ſtream; _ 1 BY 
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current is in many places obtruPed or Jhifted by the lodging of timber, ſo as is 
impede the paſſage of boats, and do other damage. 


E it therefore enacted by the General Aſembiy of the State of Vermont, That Peoalty for falts 
B if any perſon ſhall fall, put in, or araw-near, aay creek or river in this — = 
Slate, and ſuffer to float down the ſtream, any trees or timber, not being well 

trimmed, and which is of a greater length than twenty feet, he ſhall forfeit and 

pay the'ſym of fifteen [hillngs for each tree or ſtick ſo fell, put in, or drew 

near, ſuch creek or river, and ſuffered to float down as aforeſaid, to the uſe of 

any perſon who ſhall fue for and proſecute the ſame to effect, betore any Court 
proper to try and determine the ſame; and ſhall alſo pay all damages which 
the public or individuals ſhall ſuſtain thereby. 6 


YOBrOrOeOrO OO aOorOOeOaheoeaeaoe 
An aft preſcribing and eſtabliſhing forms of Oaths in this State. og” 2 


DE it a, by the Gentral Aſſemblyof the State of Vermont, That the ſeveral yum of aud 
B forms of oaths following, be, and they are hereby, eſtabliſhed to be taken «fabled. 


'by, and-adminiſtered unto, the ſeveral reſpective officers and perſqns for whom 


they are 4 wee 7 followeth. _ 
For the' Grand Furors attending ibe Supreme and County Courts, vix. 

Tou ſwear by the ever-hiving God, that you will u adh Inquire after, . 1 
and true preſentment make, of all breaches of law that ſhall come to your 
'knowledge, according to your-charge, (unleſs ſome religious tie of conſcience, 
ſurely founded upon the word of God, biad you to ſecrecy.) The counſel of 
the State, your own-counfel, and that of your fellows, you will keep ſectet. 
You will preſent no man for envy, hatred, or malice; neither will you leave 
any man unpteſented for love, fear, favour, or affection, or in any hope of 9 
reward: but you will preſent things truly, as they come to your knowledge, 
according to the beft of your underſtanding, and according to the laws of this 
State, So belp you God. ” 

For the Petit Furors in criminal caſes, viz. | Pei JjP 
You ſwear by the ever-living God, that without reſpect of perſons, or f. wviminal 
vour of any man, you ſhall well and truly try, and true deliverance matt, 
between the State of Vermont, and the priſoner at the bar whom you (hall 
—_ charge, according to your evidence and the laws of this State. So help 
you Cod. 


For Furors in civil caſes, vix. Jorers in dt 
You ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will truly try the i ue or iſſues, . 4 
now to be given you in charge, between the plaintiff and defendant, or plain= 
tiffs and defendants, according to the evidence given you in Court, and the 
laws of this State, and accordingly a true verdict give, Your own counſel, 


and 
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meaſutes by you taken, and the ſame give up to ſaid Surveyor at his deſire, 


tees to 
cot highws7” 


judice to any parucular perſon or perivns;, and that yau will. make 


ed to you, do ſwear by the ever-living God, that all partiality, prejudice, ant 


true preſentment make, how, and in What manner, A. B. (here lying dead) 


true verdict thereof, according to ſuch evidence as ſhall be given you, and 
according to your knowledge, So bein you- God. 


"conſcience, So help you God. ) 


Tou ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will, according, to your bel 


_ — 


and that of your fellows, you ſhall duly. obſerve and keep. You ſhall ſpeat 
nothing to any one, of the buſineſs and matters you have in hand, but amor 
yourſelves; nor ſhall you ſuffer any to ſpeak unto you about the ſame, but 
in, Court. And when you are agreed of any verdict, you ſhall keep it ſecret 
until you deliver it up in Court, So help you dl. | 

1 For Witneſſes,. vis. 

You ſwear by the ever-living God, that the evidence you ſhall give to this 
Court, concerning the caſe now in queſtion, ſhall be the truth, the who 
truth, and nothing but the truth. So help.you God. 

For Appraiſers of eſtate on execution, viz, 
You being appointed to appraiſe ſuch eſtate as is to be now preſent. 


other ſiniſter reſpects laid aſide, you will appraiſe the ſaid eſtate, according to 
the preſent true. and juſt value thereof. in money, to the creditor or creditors 
who are to receive the ſame; and that you will do therein according to your 
beſt judgment and conſcience, So help you God. 
For the Jury of Inqueſt, viz: | 
You ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will diligently inquire, ud 


came to his death :. and you ſhall deliver to ſome near Juſtice of the Peacea 


For Appraiſers of ' deceaſed perſons eſtates, vix. . 

You ſwear by the ever- living God, that all partiality, prejudice, and fiai- 
ſter reſpects laid aſide, you will appraiſe all ſuch eſtate, both real and perſonal, 
ot C. D. late of » Cecealed,. as ſhall be offered unto you, according t0 
the preſent true and juſt value thereof in money, by your beſt judgment and 


Far Diſtributors. of eflates, viz. 


judgment and diſcretion, faithfully and equally divide the eſtate of A. B. «© 
cording to the order of Court now given you. So help you God, 
For Chainmen aſſiſting the County Surveyor, viz. 
You A, B. and C. D. being aelired to aſſiſt F. G. Surveyor, in carrying tit 
chain, do ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will faithfully aſſiſt the (a 
Surveyor in his ſervice, and that you. will keep a true account of all lines of 


according to your beſt {kill and ability, So help you God. 
For the Committee 1o lay out or alter highways, viz. : 
You ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will lay out the way, mention. 
ed in the precept by which you are now ſummoned, according to the beſt d 
your ſkill and judgment, with moſt convenience to the public, and leaſt pie- 


mat: ion 


a juſt eſli⸗ 
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mation of the damage done to the property of any particular perſon or perſons, 
by laying ſaid way, according to your beſt judgment, and according to law, 
So help you God. +2 
For the Jury to inquire into forcible entry. and detainer, viz. Jary, in faretbl#« 
You ſwear by the ever-living God, that you will well and truly inquire of 7. **- 
the forcible entry or forcible detainer, (as the caſe may be) now coniplained 
of, and return a true verdict thereof, according to your own. view, and the 
evidence given you in Court. So beip you God. , 


* 
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An act for the Partition of Lands. 09" *. 


E it enaBted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That all perſons 1 
having or holding, or that ſhall. or may at any time hereatter, have or hold, — * 

any lands, tenements or hereditaments, as co- parceners, joint tenants, or ten- vide 
acts in common, may be compelled, by writ of partition, to didide the ſame 
when the partners cannot agree to make partition among themſelves. 8 

Provided, That this act. be not conſtrued to extend to town commons, or 
ſequeſtered lands. 1 | 

That when any one or more partners as aforeſaid, ſhall procuce a writ of parti- 
tion to be iſſued againſt the other partners, the ſame ſhall be ſerved in the like 1 ef ming w 
manner as other writs in civil cauſes are-direQed: by law to be ſerved, at leaſt e 
thirty days before the return thereof, if the defendants are inhabitants of this 
State; but whien it ſhall appear to the ſatisfaction of any. Court before whom 
ſuch writ of partition is or ſhall. be depending, that any or all the defendants 
mentioned in ſuch writ, are not inhabitants of this State,, or are abſent from the 
fame at the time of ſerving the writ, and do not return before the entry of the - 
action upon the Clerk's docket, in ſuch caſe the ſaid Court ſhall continue the 
action to the next Court (unleſs the plaintiff or plaintiffs ſhall make it appear 
to the ſatisfaftion of the Court, that the defendant or defendants had notice of 
the ſervice of ſuch writ, a ſufficient time before the return thereof,.to have ap- 
peared at ſaid Court at the firſt day of the ſuting thereof), at which time the Proceedingys _ 
faid Court ſhall proceed to appoint three able and indifferent freeholders Com. 
miſſioners to divide ſaid lands, tenements or hereditaments, unleſs Commiſſi- 
oners for that purpoſe ſhall be mutually agreed on by all the parties intereſt- 
ed ; which ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall (after being duly ſworn by any Juſtice of 
the Peace, to execute the truſt repoſed in them without fear, favor, affection, 
or ſiaiſtet reſpects) publiſh for four weeks ſucceſſively, in one of the newſpa- 
pers of this State, notice of their appo.ntment, and that a certain day and place 
to be therein mentioned, they will proceed on the ſaid partition. And the laid Gy 
Commiſtioners ſhall cauſe a ſurvey of ſuch. land, to be by them divided, to he — — 
rade; and hay ing fry apart ſuch portion chercof as they conceive to be ſuffci- 

| | cut 
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ent to defray all expences of the partition, the reſidue ſhall bedivided into 1 
leaſt as many lots or parcels as there are partners, and in ſuch manner that the 
ſhare or ſhares of each, as near as may be, as well in quality as quantity, may, 
. upon balloting, be drawn to the name of each partner: and where there is or 
ſhall be any diſputed lands to be divided, a proportionate part thereof ſhall be 

allorced to each partner. 
„eee, That when the Commiſſioners ſhall have completed ſurveyiag and allottigg 
daun ma u fel. the tract to de by them divided, they ſhall cauſe an accurate map and field 
. beok to b, book, ſpecifying the bounds of every lot, to be made and ſigned by themſelve 
* and their ſurveyor.; after which they ſhall give notice four weeks ſucceſſively, 
.in one of the newſpapers printed in this State, .and reguire all perſons intereſted 
to attend, at a particular time and place to be therein mentioned, to ſee the 
allotments balloted for: at which time and place, the ſaid: Commiſſioner 
F :having made as many tickets, as there ate allotments, with the number of each 
| - allotment en-every ticket,; and as many tickets as there are partnets, wich the 
name of etch partner on every ticket;; the tickers of names Thall be put intos 
box, arid the numbered tickets into another box,; and one of the Comamiſſion- 
ers, or ſome perſon to be by them .appointeo, ſhall immediately proceed to 
draw a ticket of the names, and then a ticket of the numbets, and ſet the naa: 
of the partner.upon the lot in the map drawn to him or her.; and fo, proceed 
aoril all the tickets are drawn: and the allotment wn the map bearing the 
number of the ticket drawn next after drawing che ticket with the name, ſhall 
be the ſeparate and divided ſhare of that partner, in the lands ſo to be divided, 
and of all perſons holding under him. Ot which balloting, and all the pro- 
\Ceedings in ſuch pattition, the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall make a full and tai 
entry aud minute, in a bock; which book, together with the map and held 
+ ook, and certificates of their being duly ſworn, ſhall be returned to the next 
Court where the cauſe ſhall be depending, and filed with the Clerk of ſaid 
Court: and unleſs ſufficient reaſon be ſhown to the contrary, the ſaid diviſion 
e to ratify ſhall be ratified by the faid Court, and remain firm and valid forever: which 
. Ge partitien. books and proceedings, or office copies thereof, ſhall be goed evidence of ſuch 

partition, in any Court of record in this State. | ; 

: L Aud be it fur tber .enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid Commiſſion 
oo Land to be ers, or any two of them, within one year next after the ratification of ſuck 
an giviſion by the ſaid County Court, ſhall proceed to ſeil that part of the trad 
| which was ſer apatt to defray the expence of the partition, at public vendue, do 


% 


* 


4 the higheſt bidder, after giving four weeks public notice in one of the ſad 
6 | :newſpapers; and their geed to the purchaſer ſhall paſs as good a title to ſuck 
j didder, for the feparate enjoy ment of the fame, as if all the partners or pro- 
4 Prietors of the ſaid land had made and executed the ſame in due form of law. 


— Always provided, That no Commiſſioner, or any other perſon in cruſt fot 
him, ſhall become purchaſers of the land ſo to be ſold, or any part thereof. 


And 
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t And of the whole charge attending ſuch partition, the laid Commiſſioners 4 — 
. ſhall keep, and ſtate, a particular account, and lay the ſame before the Court z wine 
. who ſhall either in Court, or by ſome meet perſon by them to be appointed, 
c audit the ſame, after the perſons intereſted have had opportunity of being | 
* heard in objection to the ſeme; and out of the money ariſen by ſuch ſale, the Ws 


Commiſſioners may detain ſo much as the perſon auditing their account ſhall 
allow, for their ſervices and diſburſements in completing the partition: and 
the ſurplus (if any there is) ſhall be divided amongſt the partners whoſe lands 
are ſold, in proportion to the expence due from each of them, 

Provided always, That whenever any one or more partners ſhall pay his or provic 
their proportion of the expences of the diviſion, no part of the land of ſuch 
partner ſhall be ſold, but ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall allow to him or them, his or 
their full ſhare or part ot land, and ſale ſhall be made only of his or their par 
who negle& paying their proportion of the expence. 3 

And it is further provided and enaled by the authority aforeſaid, That when een 
either of the partners made defendants in ſuch writ of partition, have no uſual et paet/ 
place of abode within this State, a copy of fuch writ, atteſted by the perſon ** _ 
ſerving the ſame, being poſted upon ſome public place bn the land to be di- = 
vided, thirty days before the fitting of the Court at which the writ is returna- As. 
ble, (hall be held and deemed as good a ſervice on ſuch detendant living out of 
the State, as if the writ had been read in his or her hearing, 


And whereas it may frequently happen that ſome of the owners of lands ſo in- Prcmbley 
ended to be divided, have made, or will bereafter make, convtyances of their 
rights or ſhares in ſuch trafls, without the knowledge of the other owners, and 
may by that means, from time to time, fruſtrate the beneficial purpoſes of this af, 


Be it further enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That no partition to be made iv: 
by virtue of this act, ſhall be deemed void on account of any owner or part» Where tee 
der not being made a party in the ſuir, whoſe deed ſhall not be recorded ac- — 
cording to law, at the time of iſſuing the writ of pettition; and that if any lot 
or parcel of land, in making ſuch partition as atoreſaid, ſhall be drawn fot |; 
any perſon other than the legal owner thereof, the ſame ſhall be and enure to » 
the ule and benefit of the legal owner or owners, their heirs and aſſigns, in 
like manner as if the ſame had been balloted to-the ſaid owner or owners. 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the guardians of all © v. 
miners ſhall be, and are hereby fully empowereo, (with the affiſtance of ſuch n“ 
perſons as the Court of Probate ſhall for that end appoint) to make diviſion =, 
of any ſuch Jand, with the ſurviving partners or tenants, as fully and amply as 
tne original partners and tenants might or could have done; and ſuch minors, 
their heirs and aſſigns, ſhall be firmly bound and concluded by any ſuch divi- 
hon made by their guardians. Ang the ſeveral Courts of Probate are hereby 
duncted (when they ſhall conceive the ſame to be neceſſary), upon application 
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of ſuch partner, tenant or guardian, to appoint any ſumable perſon to affil 

ſuch guardians, in making diviſion ay aforelaid, | 
een Aud be it furtber enatted by the authority aforeſaid; That if any of the Com. 
to ven ia Miſſioners, lo to be appointed to make a partition by virtue of this act, ſhall 


Tee die before the ſame is completed, thei ſhall veſt-i 
— ie be foi e a ompleted, their powers in, and be exerciſes 


by, the ſurvivors or ſurvivor of them. 
—-__—_w_______ 
An act for the prevention and'puniſhment of Frauds-and Perjuries, 


HERE AS frauds and perjuriet may be frequently committed, by wii 


za . minded perſons, for their private advantage, for the avoiding of ſome drbti 
or duty owing from themſelves, or others, or for tbe grai:fication of private re/em- 
4 ment: W huch-evils.to 1 
* 7. E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Wermanr;, That it any- 
W 11 perſon, either by the ſubornation, unlawful procurement, reward, ſiniſ. 
© © 


ter perſuaſion, or means of any other, or by his own act, conſeat or agreement, 
ſhall wiliully and corrapily, commit any kind of wilful perjury,.in any cauſe” 
or matter, depending before any Court of law or equity, au4itors,. referees, of 
arbitratots, ſuch perſon, being thereof duly convicted, ſhall- pay a fine of 
thirty pounds to the public treaſury of this State, and (hall be impriſoned tor 
the ſpace of fix months without bail or mainprize, and ſhall henceforth de 
diſcredited, and diſabled forever to be ſworn in any Court, until the judgment 
given on ſuck conviction be reverſed ; and the perſoa fo offending, ſhall forfeit: 
and pay to the party grieved by. ſuch offence, treble damages, to be recovered: 
action on this ſtature, 

5 And if ſuch offender ſhall be unable to pay the aforeſaid fine, he or ſhe ſhall- 
0 be ſet in the pillory for the ſpace of two hovrs, in the county town of the 
county where the offence wab committed, and ſhall have both his eats nailed, 
and cut off. | 
Pater And if the judgment rendered on ſuch conviction (hall be reverſed by dus 
7 — Lame courſe of law, the pet ion or perſons aggrieved by ſuch judgment, ſhall have a 
| right to recover his or thrir damages againſt all and fingular the perſons who 

procured ſuch judgment, fo te vet ed, to be given, by action on this ſtatute. 
And all and eveiy perſon, ho ſhall unlawtully and cort uptly procure an] 
witneſs or witneſſes, by letters, .rewards, promites, or by any other ſiniſter and 1 
unlawful labor or means whativever, to commit any wiltul or corrupt perJurfs: 
In any matter or caule what ſoever, depending betore any Court of law or equi- 
| ty, auditors, referees, or ar bitrarors, every ſuch (ffendet being there et duly con- 
i vices, ſhall for his or their offence, be proceeded. againſt, and ſuffer the „ke 
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pairs, penalties, forfeitutes and diſabilities, in all teſpects, as for corrupt 
and wiltul perjury. ; | ; * 

Be it further enacled by the authority aforeſaid, That if any per ſon or perſ.ns, . wu 
hall willingly and falſely, torge and make, or cauſe to be forged or made, or guy. 
hail aid, abet, help: or afliſt, in the falſely torging and making, any falſe deed 
or conveyance, will, teſtament, bond, billz receipt, releaſe, acquirtance, letter of 
attorney, or any other writing to prevent equity and juſtice, or to promote in 
juſtice z ſuch perſon or per ſons, - being thereof -duly convicted, ſhall ſtand in 
the pilloty three ſeveral days of public meeting, not exceeding two hours cach 
day, and render and pay to the party or parties in jured thereby, double dama- 
ors ; to be recovered by action founded on this a&t ; and ſhall alſo be rendered . 
ncapable, and be diſenabled, to give any evideace or verdiR, in any caſe 
whatever, | 


Be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That all fraudulent and de- m. 


all ſuch bonds, ſuns, judgments, executions or contracts, made to avoid any be . 
bebt or duty ot others, ſhall (as againſt the party or parties only whoſe debt or 
duty is ſo endeavoted to bs avoided, their heirs, executors or aſſigns) be uttetly 

wid ; any pretence or feigned confideration notwithſtanding, 


ment, execution or eHntraft, who being privy thereunto, that ſhall willingly jaat dude 
juſtify the lame to be done bone fide; and upon conſideration, or ſhall aljen and 
aſſign any lands, leaſes, goods or chattels, ſo to them conveyed as aforeſaid, . 
ſhall torfeit one year's value of the lands, leaſe, rents, common, or other profits, 
out of the ſame, and the whole value of the goods and chattels, and alſo ſo much 
money as ſhall be contained in fuch covenous bond or contract, and being 
thereof convicted, ſhall alfo ſuffer half a year's impriſonment, without bail: 
which above forfeiture ſhall be equally divided between the-party grieved, and 
the county- Treaſurer, except the purchaſer make it appear by two witneſſes, . 
that the contract or bargain was made bona fide, and on good conſideration, 
before any ſcizure made by the-creditor, or officer, of the eſtate ſo conveved, 
and that it was without any de ſign of fraud to defeat the creditor of his juſt: . 
Cues. 


Seer 
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Perſons; 1987. 
OR the better ordering, providing for, and ſupporting, ſuch perſons as become,. 
er are likely to be, unable properly to ſupport themſelves and families, „ 


B it enatied by ibe General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That when, and 1. 

1 otten as, it ſhall happen, that any per ſon or perſons ſhall be naturally A — 

weating of underſtanding, 10 as to be unable to provide fot themlelves; or by — 
me 


ceittul conveyances of lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods or chattels, and Fraudulent eon- 


And every of the parties to ſuch fraudulent conveyance, bond, ſuit, judg- Penalty for Jet. 
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the providence of God, by age, ſickneſs, or otherwiſe, become poor and im- 
potent, or unable to provide for themſelves, and have no eſtate wherewith 
they may be ſupported ; they, and every of them, (hall be provided for and 
' ſupported by ſuch of their relations as ſtand in the degree of father or mother, 
grand-father or grand-mother, children or grand- children, if they are of ſuf. 
ficient ability to do the ſame; which ſufficient relations ſhall provide ſuch 
ſupport and maintenance, .in ſuch manner, and proportion, as the County 
Court of the county, where ſuch perſon wanting relief lives, ſhall judge jul 
and reaſonable, whether ſuch ſufficient relations live in the ſame or another 
county : and the ſaid Courts are hereby fully authorized, upon application 
made to them, either by the Seletmen of the town, or any one or more of 
ſuch relations, to order the ſame accordingly. 

Provided, That nothing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to oblige grand- 
children to ſupport their grand-parents, unleſs ſo far as they have received 
eſtate, either mediately or directly, from the grand-parents, aor to take ſo 
much property from a grand-parent, for the ſupport of a grand-child, as to 

—_— ſuch parent of a comfortable ſubliſtence, at the diſcretion ot the (aid 
Ourt. * 

And if any ſuch relations, who ſhall be by ſuch Court aſſeſſed, or-ordered 
to pay any certain ſum or ſums for the purpoſe atoreſaid, ſhall neglect to do 
the ſame, or to give ſufficient ſecurity to abide by and fulfil the judgment of 
the Court, the ſaid Court may award execution quarterly againſt ſuch perſons 
reſpectidely, for levying ſo much as they are aſſeſNled, to be delivered into the 
_ of the complainant or complainants reſpeRively, for the purpoſe afore- 
ald. v 

But i ſueh idiot, diſtrated, or impotent perſon, have any eſtate, the 
County Court of that county where they dwell may order and diſpoſe thereof, 
in ſuch manner as they ſhall judge beſt, for and towards the ſupport of ſuch 
perſons; as allo of the perſons themſelves, to any proper work or ſervice be, 
ſhe, or they, may be capable of performing, at the diſcretion of the SeleAtmen; 
or the Selectmen may appoint and empower ſome meet perſon a Conſervator, 
to take care of and over ſce ſuch idiots, diſtracted, and impotent perſons, and 


"* their eſtates, for their ſupport, who ſhall be accountable to ſaid Selectmen fot 
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their management of ſaid truſt, x hen ordered by ſaid Selectmen. 

And if the eſtate of ſuch idiot, diſtracted, or impotent perſon, conſiſts of 
houles or lands, the General Aſſemdly (upon application made to them) may 
licence and authorize the Selectmen of the ſame town, or ſome other meet per- 
fon, to make ſale of ſuch houſes or lands, or ſo much of them as the Aſſembly 
ſhall ſee fit co order, to and for the ule, relief, and benefit, of ſuch impotent 
perſon ; the produce thereof, on ſale, to be lecured.and employed for the pur- 
poſe aforeſaid, ſo long as ſuch perſon ſhall live, or until he or ſhe ſhall be 
capable of providing for and taking care of him or herſelf, and the overpluty 
(if any there be) in caſe of reſtoration, . to be to and tor the uſe of the * 
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for their ſupport, and no relations appear to provide for chem, or (tand 1a ſo "76m wy 


coſt of this State. 
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Selectmen may, and they are hereby directed to, make application to the next convene idle per- 
Juſtice of the Peace, and inform him thereof; which Juſtice is hereby dire. , devs nav 
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and in caſe of death to and for the uſe of the next and right heir of ſuch 
rfoh. | 
PeThat if ſuth idiot, diſtracted, poor and impotent perſon, have not eſtate 
(the income of which being improved or diſpoſed of as aforeſaid), lufficient nat \ ov 
near a degree that they may be compelled thereto, in every ſuch caſe the lations. 
Felectmen or oveiſeers of the poor in the town where ſuch perloa is by law an 
inbabitanr, be, and they are hereby, empowered to tak: effectual care, and 
make neceſTary provifion for the relief, ſupport and ſatety of ſuch perſon, at 
the chatge of the town or place where he or ſhe of right belongs, and if they 
belong to no town or place in this, or the other American States, then at the 


T2: 


Be it farther enated by the authority aforeſaid, That the Selectmen, for the * 4 20 
time being, in the ſeveral towns in this State, ſhall, from time to time, dili- eat overſees 
gently ĩaſpect into the affaits and management of all perſons within their cown, — — ney 
whether ho.zſcholders or others; and it they figd any perſon or perſons that are T 
likely to be reduced to want, by idleneſs, miſmanagement, or bad huſbandry, 
that then ſuch Selectmen may appoint an overſeer to adviſe and direct ſuch 
perſons in the management of their buſinels, tor ſuch time or times as they 
ſhall think proper; a certificate of which appointment ſhall be ſer upon the 
fign poſt, and a copy thereof lodged in the Towa Clerk's office, by ſuch Se- 
lemen, forthwith; and thereupon no perſon, while under ſuch appaintment, 
ſhall be able to make any bargain or contract, without the conſent of ſuch 
overſeer, that ſhall be valid in law. | 

And if ſuch meaſures do not prove ſufficient to reforn ſuch perſon, then the g 40 
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ed and empowered, at the requeſt of the Selectmen, to iſſue his warrant to the —_ 


Sheriff, his Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of that town, commanding 
kim to take the body of ſuch perſon, and bring him before ſuch authority, in 
order that ſuch perſon may be examined concerning his idleneſs or miſmanage- 
ment, and be dealt with according to this act. 1 0 
And in caſe ſuch perſon, who Thall be intormed againſt, ſhall abſcond, 1 
that he cannot be taken, then the officer Mall ſerve ſuch warrant by leaving a families, 
true and atteſted copy thereof at the uſual or laſt place of his abode; and after 
the proceedings above directed, the Selectmen (if no ſufficient reaſon be offer- 
ed to the contrary) ſhall, by and with the advice of ſuch Juſtice, and, having 
ſuch advice, are hereby authorized to take ſuch perſon, and his tamily, if any 
he hath, into aad under their care, and ſuch perſon and family aſſign, bind, 
or diſpoſe of, in ſervice, as they ſhall judge beſt. af 
And when the Selectmen ſhall have taken into their care any ſuch perſon, My ge of 
and diſpoſed of him as aforeſaid; af in caſe of his abſconding as aforeſaid, be- aac 
ing proceeded againſt as aforeſaid, = Scle&men are hereby authorized 06 
tully 
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fully empowered, by and with the advice ot ſuch Juſtice, io take into ther 
ouſtody all the lands, goods, chattels, and credits, of ſuch perſon, and the 
ſame diſpoſe of, improve, and manage, tor the beſt good. and advantage of 
ſuch perſon, or his heirs, 
Always provided, That no Sele&men hall fell the land of ſuch idle, miſmy. 
naging, or poor perſon, without the order of the General Aſſembly, 
And the Selectmen ſhall publiſh their doings. with and on ſuch eſtate takes 
ae . by them at aforeſaid, by terthwith ſetting” up a- certificate thereof, under the 
— hands of ſuck authority and Selectmen, at ſome public place in the town, and 
lodge a copy thereot in the Town Clerk's office in ſaid town ;. and ſhall alſo, 
within ten days after the takirg of ſuch eſtate, make a true and pertect inves- 
tory, of all and fingular the. goods, chattels, and credits, of ſuch perſon, 
=_ . hich ſhall come into their hands, with a juſt eſtimate of the true value of 
4 * every article thereof, by tire appraiſement ot two indifferent freeholders, unde 
oath, being thereto appointed and ſworn by ſaid authority; which inventory, 
ſo taken, ſhall be lodged in the Town Clerk's office of that town. 
er recover the And if any perſon or perſons ſhall detain or withheld from ſuch- Sele&men, 
. by Ales, any eſtate, lands, or credits, belonging te ſuch idlg, miſmanaging, or pode 
| perſon, the ScleAmen are hereby empowered to demand and recover the ſame, 
by ation, or other lawful means;. which being recovered and received by ſuch 
Seletmen, ſhall be inventoried and improved as aforeſaid. 
And the ſaid Selectmen ſhall take care to pay out of ſuch eſtate, the jol 
' debts due from ſuch perſons, ſo far as the ſame ſhall extend, 
| | And if any perſon or 3 ſhall” be aggrieved with the. doings of ſuck 
emen for . Selectmen, in any ſuch caſe, they may apply and complain to the County Coun 
e recen. jn that county for relief, who are hereby empowered to afford ſuch relief, u 
on hearing the caſe they ſhall think convenient and juſt, and give orders there 
for, and put the ſame into execution. 
EPR Of And all ſuch perions who fhall be taken, and whoſe eftates ſhall be taken, 
Ing bestens dt. and diſpoſed of according te this act, ſhall be diſabled ro make any contrzä, 
Mengen- act or Geed that ſhall be binding upon their perſons or eſtates, as minom 
| under guardians by law are, until by their induſtry, good management, 10 
application to bukineſs, they ſhall obtain a certificate under the hands of (uch 
Sel:Amen, and authority, that they are releaſed, and their eftate put into thelt 
own hands and improvement, | 
I.. Be it further enull ed by the authority aforeſaid,' That it any tranſient perſon ot 
ne per ſuns — be taken ſick or lame, in any town in this — none (hall 
| Kable — «m keep ſuch perſon or perſons, (it ſuch tranſient, fick, or lame perſon, be not ol 
* ſufficient ability) ſhall detray all ſuch expence, until complaint thereof be mad? 
to the SeleAmen-ot tuck town; after which ſuch Seletmen ſhall provide for 
ſuch trau ſient, ſick or lame-perion, according to law, 
_— And be it further enadted by the authority aforeſaid, That each town in this 
Wen -- State ſhall take Care ot, lupport and maintain, their own poor. Ard: 
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ir And the Sele&men for the time being, or overſeers of the poor, (where any 
ſuch are choſen) ſhall have full power to expend or diſburſe out ef the town ante. 


N ſock or treaſury, what they ſhall judge neceſſary, from time to time, for the — on 
relief and ſupport of any of the poor belonging to their towns, ſo far as the. . 
. amount of tour pounds. | 
And if more be needful, the ſaid Sele&men or overſeers, or the major part of 
a WW them, ſhall, with the advice of the autherity ef that town, (if any there be) 
WH ex>cnd and diſburſe what ſhall be by them judged needful, for the relief of 
we poor as aforeſaid. | 
95 And in caſe there be no Juſtice ef the eace in any town, the Selectmen or 
* overſeers aforeſaid of ſuch town, may act as fully as if they had ſuch advice 
o ia the caſe aforeſaid, for the relief of their poor, and for the ſupplying them, 
or any of them, with food, cloathing, fite wood, or any other thing neceſſary 
er for their ſupport or ſubſiſtence, ; 
. And if any Selectman or overſeer of the poor do neglect or refuſe to give a pau (a> 


juſt account upon oath, of what he has expended as aforeſaid, and what of the counting for . 
town ſtock or money is in his cuſtody, upon ten days warning, before a Juſtice 
of the Peace, when called to by the town, and to return what is not expended, 
to and for the uſe aforeſaid, to the town, he or they ſhall be committed by. a 
Juſtice of the Peace to the eommon goal, there to remain at h.s or their ewn 
coſt and charge, until he or they ſhall give ſuch account, and make ſuch return 
8 aforeſaid, 

That if any poor perſon” or perſons, who have had, or ſhall have, relief or 
ſupplies from any town, ſhall ſuffer their children to live idly, or miſpend their — 22 
time in loitering, and neglect to bring them up, or employ them, in ſome «poſed to wan- 
honeſt calling which may be profitable to themſelves and the public; or if 
there ſhall be at any time any family that cannot or do not provide competent-- 
ly tor their children, whereby they are expoſed to want or extremity, or if 
there be any poor children in any town that live idly, or are expoſed to want 
and diſtreſs, and there be none to take care of them; it hall and may be: 
lawtul for the Sele&men, or overſeers of the r, in each town, and they are 
hrrehy empowered and directed, with the alot of the next Juſtice of the 
15 
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„to bind out any and every ſuch poor child or children belonging to 
town, to he apprentices or ſervants, where they ſhall ſee convenient; a: 
male chi1d till he comes to twenty-one years of age, and a female till ſhe comes 
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or do the age ot eighteen ytars: which binding ſhall he as effectual to all intents 

al and pus poles, as if any ſuch child were ot tull age, and by indeature ot eove- 

of WI nant had bound him or herſelt. | Y a 

de Aud be it further enacbed by the 'authority aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall gain OOTY it 

for FJ © fetilem-nc in any town 1+ {this Starr, and be liable to be ſupported thereby, tlemant. | 
unleſs luch perſon was born therein, or has owned, or ſhall Hun, eſtate in ſuch f 

his WJ town, of the value of two hundred pounds; clear of all demands againſt him 
@ her, or ot the yeaily value ot ten pounds, 10 

. And: 
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And whenever any petſon not having a ſettlement in the town where ht 
Ajuffice myor- ſhall reſide, ſhall become chargeable, or be likely to he chargeable theret, j 
of a poor perfon {hall be lawful for any Juſtice of the Peace of the ſame county, to order the 
* Aeneas removal of ſuch poor perſon to the place of his or het ſegalſettlement, and to ĩſſue hi 
warrant therefor to the Conſtable of the town wheretuch poor perſon refides, who 
hall, by virtue thereof, tranſport ſuch poor perſon, and his or her effeds (if 
any he or ſhe ſhall have) to the place of ſettlement of ſuch petſon if withn 
this Stare, and if the place of ſuch perſons ſettlement all be without the 
State, then to tranſport him or her out ot the State, on the direct route to his u 
her place of ſettlement: and the faid Conſtable ſhall deliver ſuch. poor perſa 
(if his or her place of ſettlement be within this State) to one of the Selectam 
of the town to which by his warrant he is directed to remove him or her, and 
a copy ef the order of removal, atteſted by the Juſtice making the ſame; 
bnd fer not and if ſuch Selectman ſhall refule to receive any poor perſon ſo removed ad 
eien delivered to him, he ſhall forfeit and pay for each offence, four pounds to th 
* treaſury of the town from which ſuch perſon was removed. And if the $cle&. 
men of the town to which ſuch petſon ſhall be removed, ſhall think ſuch tom 
aggrieved by the order of removal, they may appeal to the next County Coun 
of the county in which the Juſtice who made the order reſides, giving reaſonable 
notice in writing of ſuch appeal; and if it ſhall appear to the County Cott 
that reaſonable notice was not given, they ſhail continue the appeal: and ſuch 
Court is hereby empowered to make final order therein, and to award executs 
on for. coſts, and allo for ſuch damages as the appellants. ſhall have ſuſtained 
ik judgment be rendered in their favor. 
* And if any perſon legally removed as aforeſaid, ſhall return to the a 
Nr ien from which he or ſhe was removed, without leave ot the Selectmen of the 
town, the perſon returning ſhall, for every ſuch offence, be whipped on the 
naked back, not exceeding ten ſtripes, by order of any Juſtice of the Peace i 
the ſame county. | 
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9 An act for eſtabliſhing .Poſt-Offices within this State. 
Priamble. J3/ HERE AS the buſineſs of promulgaling the laws, conveying timely notice þ 
h the inhabitants of the State of all proprietary proceedings, and other malie 
of importance to the public, ean in nd other way be effetted ſo extenſfoely, and will 
o (mall expence, as by the appointment of regular poſts, for conveying the ſam i 

the different parts of this State. 


| © E it enaed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That there be 
an- B five poſt 41 eſtabliſned within this State, one in Bennington, one in 
Rutland, one in Brattleborough, one in Windlor, and one in Newbuty, 4 
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fuch regulations as are eſtabliſhed for the government of the poſt-offices in the 
United States. 

That the poſt rider from Bennington to Brattleborough be allowed three 
pence per mile travel, and tholr on cach of the other rovuts ( including a poſt AF 
rider from Bennington to Albany) two pence per mile, every time they te- 
ſpectively perform their rou's, in hard money orders, or hard money. 

And be it further enatled by the authority efore/aid, That the Poſtmaſter- n. 
General be, and he hereby is, empowered to employ a poſt to ride from Rut- 4 bes through 
land in the county of Rutland, through the county of Addiſon, upon ſuch 9 
rout or routs as he ſhall judge will beſt accommodate the iahabitants of ſaid 
county of Addiſon, in promulgating the laws of the State, &c. and ſuch poſt 
ſhall be allowed two pence per mile, each fortnight, for one half the Circuit, 
going one road, and returning another; to be paid as aforeſaid. And the 
laid Poſtmafter-General is authorized hereby to eſtabliſh poſt-offices in ſuch 
towns in Addiſon county as he ſhall fi1d neceſſary. m 

And be it further enacied by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Pofl- Where gde 
maſters be directed to keep a regular account ot all profits and emoluments _—_— 
arifing from the office, and exhidit the lame to kis Excellency the Governor, IN 
and the Honorable Council of the State, when requeſted, 

That until the further order of the Legiflature, the poſt riders from the Pot :ian ta 
ſeveral offices ſhall be entitled to an excluſive right of carriage, and enjoy the g nde n: 
advantage of the fees ariſing from the carriage of letters and packets of every * * 
kind, and that the rate of poſtage be the ſame as in the United States. G 

and be it further enatted by the authority aforeſaid, That no peiſon preſume Penalty for ia 
to ride on any of the routs of ſuch eſtabliſhed poſts, for the purpole of carry- terferonts with 
ing letters, packets, or other matters particularly within the province of ſuch ** * 
eſtabliſhed poſts to carry, on penalty of pay ing the ſum of ten pounds, to and 
for the uſe of any Poſt maſler, who ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, for every 
luch off-nce, | 

And be it further enatled by the authority aforeſaid, That his Excellency the 
Governor, and ſuch other perſons as the Legiſlature ſhall in future authorize, 
ſhall have authority to frank any letters or packets; tor wh.ch letters or pack- 
eis no poſtage ſhall be demanded, 
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An act for maintaining Stocks, Signpoſts and Pounds in this State, and for Paſſed March Wy 


regulating the impuunding of creatures, and for puniſhing reſcues and 7” 
vound breaches, 


1. 
B E it enaded by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That each Tess to nt 
town in this State ſhall maintain, and, as utten as the lame ſhall be neceſſa. M dec, 
Ty, Make, at their own charge, a good pair of ſtucks, with a lock and key ſouffici- 
2 ent 
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ent to ſecure offenders who ſhall be ſentenerd to fit therein; which ſtocks ſhat 
be ere cted in the moſt public place in each teſpective town, 
And in the ſame place there ſhall be a ſignpoſt maintained in ſufficient te. 
VTignpeſte, pair, at the charge of ſaid town, on which all notifications, warrants tor met: 
Teunds. 
ol Coy" Of, 
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ing, &c. ſhall be ſer up. | | 
And there ſhall alſo be, from time to time made, and kept in ſufficien 
repair, in every town in this State, at the charge of ſuch town, a lufficien 
pound or pounds, not exceeding three, with a lock and key to each, for the 
keeping all ſuch creatures as by law ſhall be able to be impounded. 
And it is hereby declared the duty of the S:le&tmen in each town, to make 
and keep in ſufficient repair, from time to time, ſuch ſtocks, ſranpoſts, an 
8 PE, . the coſt and charge of ſuch town: and it any — Stay 
g ſhall be without ſuch ſtocks, ſignpoſts, or pounds, the ſaid Selectmen ſhall tor. 
feit the ſum of twenty ſlvIlings per month, for cath article in which they ar 
ſo deficient ; one half to the treaſury of the county in which ſuch delinquent 
wo town lies, and the other halt to him or them- Who will proſecute tor the lam 
' 5 to t ffect be fore any Court proper to try the ſame. 
. | Provided nevertheleſs, That it any town have granted, or ſhall grant, tou 
particular patiſh or diſtrit liberty, at their own coſt and charge, to ere 4 
pound or pounds for their conveniency, -( which: grant ſuch towas are hereby 
empowered to make): the ſaid pound or pounds ſhall be maintained by the ſad 
pat iſn or diſt rict, and the Selectmen ſhall not ſuffer or be puniſhable for 2 
defect therein, | 
. Be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That every perſon impound- 
8 ing any creatures, (hail give notice the cot (o the owners, as ſoon as may be, 
, 8 it the owner or owvers be known, on pain of forfeiting for each creature 
— neglected to be notified, three ſhillings for every twerity-four hours, one hall 
| to the ute of the puund-keeper, a d the other half to and for the uſe of tht 
perion or perſons proſecuting to effect before any Court proper to try de 
lame. 
That whenever any creatures ſhall be taken damage feaſant, and impounded, 
Proceedings the owner wheicot is unknown, the impounder ſhall forthwith inform one of ihe 
* Gre owner Conſtables of the tnwn thereof, who ſhall advertiſe ſuch creatures, wich tho 
h raiuial and artificial marks, in the town where they are impounded, and it 
two dthacent towns from whence ſuch ercatures moſt probably came; and it nd 
owner ſhall appear in thirty.Gays atter ſuch creatures are ſo advertiſed as afore: 
ſaid, then ſo many of the laid creatures ſhall, by the ſaid Conſtable, be ſold & 
public vendue, as may be ſufficient to ſatisfy the damages and impoundicg 
with the charges ariſing for k-eping, advertiſing, and ſelliag the ſame, togetbe 
With charge of fence viewing, where the ſame ſhali be neceſſary. 

And the ſaid Conſtable ſhall procure the natural and artificial marks of the 
creaiures lo ſold,, to be entered in the Town Cleik's office, together with 20 
Accuuat of the charges ariſen, the price of the creatures, and the ſum of the 
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overplus remaining (if any there is after the Town Clerk is ſatisfi᷑ed far the 
entry); and ſuch overplus ſhall be delivered to the town Treaſurer, to be kept 
for the uſe ot the owner: but if the owner ſhall not. appear within ore year, 
and make demand of the overplus, the ſame (hall belong to the ſaid town 
treaſury. | 

Provided nevertibeleſs, That the tence about the incloſure out of which cattle 
or horles are impounded, ſhall be found lawful by two fence viewers, before Pri. 
any ſale ſhall be made as aforeſaid, And if the owner or owners of ſuch cat- 
tle or horſes ſhall come within ſaid twenty days, he ſhall have ſuch horle kind 
or cattle, paying tor viewing ſaid fence, and other damage and coſt which ſhall | 
be due by this act. | 

And be it furiber enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or , I. 
perſons, whole creature or Creatures ſhall be impounded, and he or they noti- — des; 
fied thereof as atorclaid, ſhall not within twenty-four hours after ſuch notice . 
to him or them given, either replevy or redeem his or their creature or ; 
creatures Out ot the pound, every ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall forfeit 
one ſhilling per head for each beaſt ſo by him or them ſuffered to remain in 
pound, and lo the lame lum a day tor every day after the firſt day he or they 
ſhall ſufter ſaid creatures to continue in pound, beſides paying all neceſſary 
charge the pound keeper ſhall be at in providing and giving meat and water 
to ſuch creatures ſo continued in pound. All of which forteitures becoming = 
duc by virtue of this act, ſhall belong one half to the pound keeper, and the 8 1 
other halt to the town treaſury , ( juſt damages and poundage being firſt paid q 
briore the creatures are releaſed out of pound) to be proſecuted before any 
Court proper to try the lame, ; 
+ And all horte Kind which, being ſuffered to go at large on the commons, Poundage for 
do break into any common field or particular-incloſure, and are there found —_— 
damage tra'ant, and theice impounded, the owner thereof, if known, ſhall lte | 
pay pountlage fuur peiice per head, and damages, notwithitanding the .inſuf- 
ficiency of the tence z and in cale the owner of ſuch horſe or horſe kind cannot 
be known within the pace of twenty-four hou's of the impounding of the 
1 they ſhail be accounted ſtrays, and be liable to be proceeded with as 
uch, | 

That on the replevin of any ſuch horſe or horſe kind, or other diſpute in 
law auſing on any ſuch matter, where the impounder has under oath declared 
the place from whence he took ſaid horſe or horſe Kind, unleſs the owner 
thereof can ſhow, to the ſatisfaction of the Court or Juſtice betore whom the 
trial is, that the ſaid horle or horſe kind were not ſuffered to go at large on 
the commons, and did enter into ſaid field ur incloſure through the inſufficiency 
of ſome other part ot the fence, not adjoining to the commons, judgment ſhall 
be rendered againlt ſuch. owner, to pay juſt damages and colt, And the fee Impeundieg 
that ſhall be paid by the owner or owners of all ſuch horles, cattle, ſheep, d. 
and lwine, as ſhall be taken damage fealant and impounded, (whereof three | 

quarters 
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quarters ſhall be to the driver, and one quarter to the keeper of the key) ſhall 25 
be as follows, viz. for all horſe kind not ſuffered to run at large on the com. 1 

mon, eigh:pence per head; for neat catile, eightpence per head; tor ſheep, 
one penny per head; and for ſwine, {lixpence per head, | la 
Ceatures et- And if any creatures, lawtully impounded, ſhall eſcape, or get out of MI «of 

ping breaking pound, the Owner or owners thereof being known, ſhall notwithſtanding pay 
_ all juſt damages and poundage, to be recovered by action. ſo 
0 P:oviſo, Provided, The perſon or perſons, impounding ſuch creatures, ſhall give oath, A 


that he or they took ſuch creatures damage ſeaſant. 

iv. And be it further enaũ ed by the authority aforeſaid, That it any perſon or per. 
* be ſons ſhall reſcue any horſes, cattle, ſheep, or ſwine, taken up as aforeſaid, out 
brech. of the hands or cuſtody of any perſon or perſons going to pound with them 

or ſhall refiſt them therein, or ſhall by any means convey ſuch creatures on: 
of the pound, or cuſtody ot the law, or ſhall be aiding or aſſiſt ing or procuring 
therein, whereby the party wronged may be liable to loſe his poundage and 
damages, and the law to be eluded; the party ſo offending, ſhall forfeit and 
pay the ſum of twenty ſhillings z and for ſuch pound breach, the ſum of fo. 
ty ſhillings; one half to the uſe of the town treaſury of the town where the 
offence ſhall be committed, the other halt to him or them who ſhall proſecute 
the lame to effect, and the offender ſhall pay all damages to the party wronge 
by luch reſcue, or pound breach. | Ra, 
Ta efe of isl. And if the offender or offenders as aforeſaid, ſhall not be of ſufficient ability 
25 to anſwer and pay the damage and forteiture atoreſaid, he fhall be aſſigned in 
vice. . 2 
ſervice to the party wronged, to make ſatisfact ion for the damage and col. 
And if ſaid reſcue or pound breach be committed by the ſervants or children 
of the owner or owners of ſuch creatures, the owner or owners ſhall pay all * 
mages and forfeitures ay though he or they had done the ſame in perſon. 
kreise, Provided, That all complaints for- the breach ot this act ſhall be proſecuted 
within nine months after the offence is committed, and not after, 
/ 


S O Oo S D C OD 


Rent Fob. an, An act for dividing the State into Probate Diſtricts. 
1787. ; 


I. E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That this State 
Number of diſ- be divided into ten diſtricts, and in tach diftrict there ſhall be held a Covnl 
tor the proba e. of wills, Scr. confiſting of one Jadge, who ſhall nave powe' 

to appoint his Clerk. Said diſtricts to be bounded in manner fellow ing, *. 

That the county vf Bennington be divided into two diſtricts, by a line be- 

Bennington asd Binning at the ſouchweſt corner of the town of Arlington, and running thence 
Matctefter, ECaſterly on the ſouth line of Arlington and Sunderland, and continuing that 
courſe to the county line. That the diſtri ſouth of ſaid line be known by 
the name of The dihric of Bennington; and that the diſtrict north af * 


SS » oo» *: NW i. iu 2”  - 


Wm. At $4 %. & 


STATUTES of VERMONY.' 


r 


* 
Regulating Froprietors Meetings. 121 
acc ä * 
and within the county of Bennington, be known by the name of The diſtrifs of 
Mancbeſter. * 
Aud be it further enabled bv the authority aforeſaid, That the county of Rut- A , I | 
land be one entire prubate diſtrict, and be knuwa by the name of The diſtrict A 
of Rutland. 


And be it furiber enacted by the authority eforeſeid, Thac the county of Addi- = - 
ſon be one-entire probate diltrift, and be known by the name of The diſtridb of n. 
Addiſon. 

1 it further enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That the county of Windham iv. 
be divided into two dittricts, by a Ine beginning at the northeaſt corner of — — 4 
Dummerſton, thence running weſterly en the north lines of Fulham, New- * 1.14 
Fane, Wardſborough, and Stratten, to the county line. And that the diſ- 
trict ſouth of ſaid line be known by the name of The diftrit of Marlborough; f 
and the diſtrict north of ſaid line, and within the county ot Windham, be f 
known by the name ot The diſtrid of Weſtminſter. . p 

And be it ſurtber enabled by ibe autbority aforeſaid, That the county of Wind- v. 


N 


for be divided into two probate diſtricts, by a line beginning at the northeaſt — 


corner of the town of Windſor, and from thence to run weſterly on the north 
lines of the towns of Windſor, Reading, and Saltaſh, to the county line. And 
that the diſtri ſouth of faid line, and within the county of Windſor, be known 
by the name oi The diſtrid of Windſor, and that the diſtri north of ſaid line, 
and within the county of Windſot, be knowa by the name of The diſtrid of. © 
Hartford. | | hs 

And be it farther enatled by the authority aſoreſaid, That the county of Orange vi. 
be divided into two probate diſtricts, by a line to begin at the northeaſt corner Thetford an 
* airlee, thenee to run weſterly on the north lines of Fairlee, Verſhite, and , 
nerſburgh, to the county line. The diſtrict ſouth of ſaid line, and with- 
in the county of Orange, to be known by the name of The diſtriũ of Thetford; 
and the diſtrict north of ſaid line, and within the county of Orange, to be 
K10wn by the name of The diſtrict of Newbury, 
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An act regulating Proprietors Meetings. 38 


E it enaled by the General Aſſembly ef the State of Vermont, That where yell Þ 2 
ands he 10 common in any towaſhip in this State, and a gumber of the meetiag!, on ag 


proprietors of luch lands, to the amount of at lealt one ſix centh part, ſhall Pe-daa, 4 
make application to any Juſtice ot thd Peace within the State, for calling a 

meeting of ſuch proprietors, ſuch Juſtice is hereby required to fue his warrant 

for calling ſuch meeting, ſetting torth the time, place, and the leveral matters 
and things to be tranlacted, and the realons tor calling (uch meeting ; which 

warraat ſhall be inſerted in all the ne wIpapets printed in this State, three weeks 


luccclively, 
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ſucceſſively, the laſt time of which ſhall be at leaſt twenty days before the 


convening ſuch meeting. 
— And ſuch proprietors, when met, may proceed by ballot to chooſe a Mode. 
ſo notified, ' rator, Clerk and Treafurer, and may further proceed to tranſact any buſineſs 


out and making diviſion of lands, laying. out roads; and any other bulinelz 
whatſoever which concerns the propriety, notified as aforeſaid ::and every 


To vote aceord- proptietor ſhall be allowed to vote in proportion to his-intereſt in ſuch pro- 


ag 1 my ety. 


u. Aud be it further enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That from and after the 


ITED expiration of fix months from the publication of this act, no perſon whatever 
6 2 ia this State, ſhall be capable of exercifing the office of Proprietors Clerk u 
iy town. any incorporated town, diſtrift, or gore. ot land, unleis he be an inhabitant 
x ſach town, diſtrict, or gore, as atoreſaid. 

Moe ef UI · And the mode for diviſton of the lands ſhall be as follows, . vizs When the 
1 oprietors are met according to the warning, and have agreed on the number 
b of a&es'to be allotted or divided to each proprietor, they ſhall chooſe a Com- 
mittee to make a ſurvey thereof; which Committee ſhall conſiſt of one or 
more perſons, (who ſhall be under oath to the faithful diſcharge of his or ther 
duty) and ſhall Jay. out and number one lot (or as many as the proprietor 
vote) to each right; and hen ſuch ſurvey ſhall be made, they fhall recur 2 
pan thereof to the proprietors, when met, . deſcribing the corner of each lot; 
and the Clerk ſhall cut as many ſmall ſquare pieces of paper as there are pro- 
prietors, (including the public rights) and ſhall number them, and put then 
into a box, and ſhake them, and ſome diſiatereſted perſon ſhall draw then 
out as the Clerk ſhall call the proprietors. names, beginning at the firſt u 
in the charter, and ſo on until all be dran; aad the Clerk ſhall affix 
number to the proprietor's name who drew it. a 
N- Provided always, That nothing herein contained ſhallꝰ prevent the proprt- 
etors from voting to any ſettlet the lot he lies on, in lieu of his draft, if ib 

ſame be legally notified in the warning for calling ſuch meeting. 
Provided alſo, That nothing herein contained thati be conſtrued to prevent 
_—_ provretors, in any legal meeting, where the ſame ſhall be notified in the 
warniog, granting to any proprietor hberty to pitch, and Jay out for himlelf, 
on his own right, ſuch quantity of undivided lands as ſaid proprietors ſhall 
think proper, 2 joining to, and including, proper plates for erecting griltmilly 
and ſawmilis, on condition of building fuch mill or mils, within ſueh hmited 
time as may be agreed on; provided (hat ſuch pitches ſhall be allowed only for 
encouragement to bud the firſt griſt mill and ia mill in any town, and (hall 

dot exceed the quantity of two hundred acres for each of ſuch mills. 
F. ui And the veitcs.and proceedings of ſuch meetings, as above, . ſhall be good 

law. and valid in law. : 


And! 


— n 4. 
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which may concern the propriety, as the promoting of ſettlement, and laying: 
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And ſuch proprietors may adjourn from time to time, as to them may be — — 
thought expedient. And ſuch Clerk, being duly ſworn, ſhall make fair and Ciak s dety. 
true entries of all the votes and proceedings of ſuch meetings ; from which te- 
eords.ſuch Clerk ſhall give fair and atteſted copies of any Inter or thing 
therein contained, when requeſted thereto by any perſon, on ſuch proprietor's 
rendering the ſum of feurpence tor each hundred words contained therein, 

The charters of each town which may or can be procured ſhall be recorded 
in the firſt pages of the proprietors beok of records. 

And be it turther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any. proprietors. 1n. 
Clerk ſhall neglect or refule to do his duty herein, he ſhall, oa conviction n Ar 
thereof before any Juſtice of the Peace, pay a fine of five pounds for every 9. 
ſuch offence, and #ll damages which may ariſe by ſuch neglect or refuſal ;, 
and one half of ſuch fine ſhall be paid to the complainant who ſhall proſecute 
to effect, and the remainder to the proprietors Trealurer fot the uſe of the 
propriety ; and all legal coſts ſhall be paid by ſuch delinquent. 

That in any proprietors meeting legally warned and convened for the pur. Proprietors em«. 
poſe, it ſhall be lawful for ſuch-proprietors-to make a rate of all ſuch coſts as — 
ſhall have accrued in running town lines, making a diviſion of lands, or any. 
other matter for the benefit of the propriety,. after ſuch ſervices. ſhall have 
been performed, and an account therefor allowed by- the proprietors, and re-- 
corded in their book of records, and to appoint ſome inhabitant of this State a e 
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Collector to gather the lame from the owners ot lands in ſuch propriety, which Calicer's dutys. 
Collector is hereby directed to publiſh ſuch rate or tax, with the reaſon why 

the ſame was made, for three weeks ſucceſſively, in all the.newipapers printed. 

in this State. 


* 


nd in caſe any part of ſueh rate ſhall'be unpaid, thirty days after the laſt 

of ſuch publication, it ſhall be the duty ot ſuch Collector to publiſh in 

the papers, and for the time before - mentioned, the names of the grantees upon 

whoſe r:ghts default of payment has been made, and the ſums due thereon ;. 

and therein to give notice, that a neceſſary proportion of ſuch lands will be 

ſold at public vendue, at a certain place and time to be therein mentioned, not 
leſs than twenty nor exceeding fitty days from ſuch laſt publication, unleſs 
luch tax and the cots, ſhall be ſooner paid: and provided there (hall then i, 
remain any part of ſuch tax unpaid, ſuch Collector ſhall proceed to ſell at 
public vendue, ſo much of ſuch delinquent's land as to pay ſuch tax, together 

with coſt, including not only the coſt of ſuch. vendue, but that ot the laſt 
advertiſements :: and luch Collector ſhall within one year after ſuch ſale, unleſs 
ſuch land be redeemed, make and execute a deed or deeds, to the purchalor 
or purchaſors, with a-covenant ot warranty; which deed or deeds ſhall be 
good and val.d in law, | 

Provided always, That no ſale made by virtue hereof, except it be made 

between ſuntiſe and ſunſet, ſhall be valid. * 
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; And provided, That if the provrieturs of fuch land ſhall appear and tender 

Provide to ſuch Collector the full ſum ot money for which fuch land was fold, with the 
coſt arifing thereon, and twelve per cent. intereſt, within ene year after ſuch 
ſale, then ſuch Collector ſhall receive the money, and not execute ſuch deed 
to the purchaſer, but deliver to him his money and intereſt as aforeſaid. 

And the proprietors paſſing any vote, under which land ſhall be ſold, (4 
record of whoſe names the Clerk is hereby directed to make) are hereby made 
accountavle to their Collector for any damages he may ſuſtain, by making 
ſuch ſales, when the ſame ſhall happen by means of the illegality ef the pro- 
eeedings of ſaid proprietors : and that ſaid proprietors, by virtue hereof, ſhall 
have no right to intermeddle with, or fell, any lands divided into ſeveralty, in 
any caſe whatever, excepting the divifion for which the tax ſhall-be made. 

And ſuch Collector fhall make return of his doings to the proprietors Clerk, 
within twelve months after any fuch vendue, and remit the money which he 
may have collected, from time to time, to the Treaſurer, as often as he may be 
directed by ſuch propriety: and on neglect of any part of his duty, ſhall be 
liable to the ſame penalties as is in this act betore directed for any deficiency in 

| the Clerk's duty. 
PRE +4 Be it further enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That ſuch perſons as ſhall be 
200 in captivity, beyond fea, or in captivity, when their lands ſhall be vendued as atoreſaid, 
. ſhall have right of redemption to ſuch lands, during one full year after the 
impediments are removed, by payment, or tender of the ſame lum of money 
for which ſuch lands were ſold, with the intereſt of ſuch money at fix per cent, E 
per annum, to the purchaſor of ſuch land, his heirs-or afſigns-: and in cale any 
improvement ſhall have been made on ſuch lands in the mean time, then thoſe 
lons before deſcribed may make payment or render of ſuch ſum of mo 
as ſhall be judged by indifferent perſons, to be equal to the value of ſuch! 
provements; and ſuch perſon-or perſons-ſhall be reinſtated in the fee of theit 
land: any thing in this act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

And be it further enated by the «authority afereſaid, That — the 

* | publication hereof, all proprietors meetings reſpecting any dands in this State, 

— ne ſhall be held in the — all ſales — rs — this act, ſhall be 
the county. made at ſome public place in the county where ſuch land lies; and if any pto- 
pt ietors meeting, or vendue, reſpect ing any lands in this State, ſhall be held out 
of the ſame, or in any other manner than what is warranted-by this act, the ſame 
mall be null and void. | 
Provided, That nothing in this act ſhall be conſtrued to affect or alter the 
vote or votes of any proprietors before the paſſing this act, or to prevent the 
pitching of their diviſion as -heretofore-beguo, unleſs it was contrary to (bs 
laws then in torce, ; | 
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An act relative to the people commonly called Quakers, W 175 


HEREAS the people commonly called Quakers, refuſe taking eaths admi> Pe 
niftered in the uſual form, alledging therefor ſcruples of conſcience. 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That in every —— 
caſe where any Quaker ſhall be by law required to take an oath, the ſarge is feud of ei 
ſhall and may be adminiſtered to him, in the uſual form in ſuch caſe by law ' 

preſcribed, excepting that inſtead of the words, you ſolemnly ſwear, theſe words, 

viz. You ſolemnly, fincerely and truly, affirm and declare, in the preſence of Almighty 

God, ſhall be uſed; omitting the uſual words in the cloſe, /o belp you God, and 

inſtead thereof, adding, under the pains and penalties of perjury : and every ſuch 

affirmation or declaration, when made as atoreſaid by any Quaker, ſhall be 

adjudged to have the ſame force and effect in law, to all intents and purpoſes , Fenalty for a@ 
as an oath ; and in caſe he ſhall wilfully, falſely and corruptly, affirm and * 
declare any matter or thing, ſubject him to the ſame penalties and forfeitures 

as if he had taken the oath in the uſual form, ? 


SOD 


An act for collecting and paying of Rates, n 
. 5 
E it enafled by the General Afſembly of the State of Vermont, That every 1 
inhabitant of this State, except ſuch as are or ſhall be by law exempted, All inhabitzaty 
hail contribute to public charges, and ſhall be compelled thereto (if need be) 99 
ider to be levied and collected in ſuch manner as is or ſhall by law be 

vided, 

And all rates and taxes which ſhall be granted by the General Aſſembly, in e d 
and all other rates or taxes of counties, towns, ſocieties, or other communities, made upon the 
which are, or by law ſhall be, enabled to grant taxes, ſhall be made by the 1 c Pele 4. 
lame rule that is to ſay, in proportion to the general liſt of polls and rateable 
ellate, from time to time given in and made according to law, except where 
another rule of granting and levying rates, taxes or. aſſeſſments, is or ſhall be 
by law provided, in any particular caſe or caſes. | 

That whenever the General Aſſembly ſhall grant any rate or tax to be levied 0 0 
vpon the inhabitants of this State, the Treaſurer of the State, for the time «Cue bis ad 

being, is hereby required (without any further notice or order to him given) to 55 
ſend forth his warraot, by the authority of this S:ate, directed to the fiiſt Con- notice «f the u 
ſtable choſen in the reſpeQive towns in this State, commanding them to leyy 
and collect ſuch public rates or taxes, ſo granted, and pay them to the Trea- 
ſutet by che time allocted for that purpoſe by the Aſſembly granting the ſame 
and immediately after receiving from the Selectmen of their teſpective tuwns, an 
aſc ent of the tax by the ſaid Conſtables to be collected upon che polls and 
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ot ſuch perſon, and him or her convey to the county prifon, there to remaiq 


*abſence, and for want of goods and chattels, the officer ſhall levy on, and 


Or fell lune. 
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rateable eſtates of the ſeveral perſons liable to pay ſaid tax, (which ſaid Scled. 
men are hereby author. zed and required to make, and deliver to the Conſtabl- 
without delay) ſuch Conſtables ſhall immediately give notice to each inhabitant 
of his reſpective town, of the amount of his or her rates and taxes, and of the 
time and place the ſaid Conſtable will attend to receive them: which warning 
every perſon is to obſerve, and attend, for the payment of ſuch rates ; and 
upon negle& thereof, the ſaid Conſtables are hereby empowered and required, 
to diſtrain the goods and chattels of ſuch perſons neglecting, for their rate; 
not paid, with one penny on the fhilling for their trouble, and their lawful 
fees for travel, and all other reaſonable and neceſſary charg-s : and if no goods 
or chattels can be found, or ſhall be rendered, the officer ſhall attach the body 


until ſuch rates or taxes, and lavtul coſts, be paid: and in caſe of the perſon 


(after three weeks notice given in cone or more of the newſpapers printed in 
this State, and in the town where the land lies, and in two adjacent towns) 
may ſell ſo much of ſuch perſon's land, at public vendue, as will be ſufficient 
to pay ſaid rates, and all coſts and charges; and the ſaid warrant being recorded 
in the Towa Clerk's office where ſuch land fo fold ſhall lie, ſhall be good eyi- 
dence of a title to the purchaſor, his. heirs and aſſigns. | 

Provided always, That the owner or owners ot land fo fold for payment df 
taxes, ſhall have right to redeem the ſame at any time within one year after any 
ſuch ſale ſhall be made, by tendering to the purchaſor, his heirs, executors or 
adminiſtrators, the full ſum. paid by ſuch purchaſor for the ſame, with the 
intereſt thereof at the rate of twelve per cent. per annum.. And the receipt of 
ſuch purchaſor, his heirs, executors. or adminiſtrators, ur the proat of the 
tendering ſuch ſum as above, and intereft as aforeſaid, made by two witneſſes, 
before any Juſtice of the Peace, (the party claiming the land under ſuch (ale 
having been notified to attend) being entered on the record of the town uber 
ſuch land lies, ſhall be full evidence of the title to ſaid land being reveſted in 
the perſon whe owned ſuch land, previous to ſuch ſale: any thing betet 
before contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. | 

And be it further enaũed by the agthority aforeſaid, That when it ſhall ſo hap- 
pen that any unorgan:zed town ſhall be doomed by the General Aſſembly t 
pay any tax, the warrant for the collection thereof, ſhall, by the Treaſurer, de 
directed to the Sheriff of the ſame county, his Deputy, or ſome meet perſon 
by the ſaid Treaſurer to be for that purpoſe authorized, whoſe duty it ſhall de 
to call on the Sclectmen of one of the neareſt organized tons to make an 4 
ſeſſment ot ſaid tax upon the inhabitants of ſuch unorganized town; and tit 
perſon authorized by the Treaſurer to collect ſuch tax, ſhall be, and hered? 
is required and empowered, to proceed in like manner for the collection therevi 
as fi Conſtables in their teſpective towns are by this act directed to proceed 
and it the Selectmen, when ſo called on and required by the perſon — 
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by the Treaſurer, ſhall neglect by the ſpace of four weeks to make ſuch 
aſſ-Ninenr, the ſaid Seletmen, and each of them, their, and each of their heirs, 
executors and adminiſtrators, ſhall be liable to pay ſaid tax to the perſon au- 
thorized to collect the ſame, and may be diſtrained upon therefor, as is herein 
after provided in caſe of the Conſtable of their own town proving inſolvent : 
and the perſon authorized to collect ſuch tax, ſhall pay ſaid Sclectmen, out of 
the tax, each, the ſum of fix ſhillings, for their trouble and expence; and the 
remainder thereof (after deducting his legal fees) to the Treaſurer of this 
State, 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That when any Conſtable nm, 
in this State, ſhall take goods or chattels by diſtreſs, for payment of rates, dem or ng 
he ſhall keep ſuch goods the ſpace ot four days, at the coſt and charge of the 4e. _ 
owner; and if the laid owner do not pay the ſum of money fo aſſcſſæd upon 
him, and cofts, within the ſaid four days, then the ſaid diſtreſs ſhall be open- 
ly ſold, at an outcry, by the faid Conſtable, for payment of the ſaid money, 
and colts (notice of ſuch ſale being poſted up in ſome public place in the ſame 
town fix days before hand 3) and the overplus coming by the laid ſale, if any 
be, after deducting the charges of taking, keeping, and ſelling the ſaid diſtreſs, 
ſhall be immediately reſtored to the owner, 

And be it further enafled by the authority eforeſaid, That if any ſuch Conſta- I. 
ble ſhail neglect (o collect, and pay in ſuch tax to the Treaſurer, by the time eee, 
limited in his warrant, then the Treaſurer aforeſaid ſhall, in Ike manner, iſſue n dhe quent 
his warrant to the Sheriff of the county, where ſuch delinquent Conſtable (hall NG 
live, requiring him to levy ſuch rate or tax, or the ſum remaining due there- 
of, of the goods, chattels, and eſtate, of the Conſtable ſo neglecting. And 
every Sheriff, to whom ſuch warrant ſhall be directed, is hereby required forth- 
with to ſerve the ſame, in any county in this State, upon the goods or eſtate 
of ſuch Conſtable, in like manner as the Conſtables are herein directed to ſerve 
their warrants, (giving fourteen days notice of the ſale of ſuch Conſtable's 
eſtate) and to pay ſuch tax, ſo diſtrained from ſuch Conſtable, to the Treaſu- 
rer, returning the overplus, if any be, to the Conſtable, after deducting the 
like coſts as in cale of executions, 

And whenever any Sheriff ſhall neglect his duty herein, it ſhall be Jawful for , e way 
the Treaſurer, in like manner, to ifſue his warrant, directed to the Conſtable agxint el. 
of the town where ſuch Sheriff ſhall live, or of the next ad joining town, for 
levying the ſum due, and colts: and the Conſtable, to whom ſuch warrant 
againlt delinquent Sheriffs ſhall be direed, ſhall have the like power as is 
herein before given to Sheriffs in ſerving warrants upon Conſtables, and ſhall 
E under the like regulations. And it any Conſtable, to whom ſuch warrant 
againlt a Sher ff ſhall be directed, ſhall omit to diſcharge his duty, it ſhall be 
lawful tor the Treaſurer to iſſue his warrant againſt ſuch Conſtable, for collect- 
ing we arrea's of ſuch tax, to any perion in his diſetetion; who ſhall allo have 
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the like powers, and be under the ſame regulations, with the Sheriffs, in ex. 
ecuting the duty erjoined by this act. : 
1 And be it ſurther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all Conſtables, duly 
ex:ended, de. Authorized to collect the public tax, and every of them, ſhall have the ſame 
power and authority, in any of the towns and diſtricts in this State, as ſaid 
officers have in their own precinQs, to gather and collect the reſpeQive rates, 
from any perſon or perſons whoſe polls or eſtates are in their liſts ; and ſhall 
be allowed four pence per mile for their travel: and alſo ſhall and may collect 
and gather ſuch rates and taxes, or what ſhall be due thereof, at any time after 

the expiration of their reſpective years, as well az before, 
Executor', &e'f And if it ſhall fo happen, that any ſuch Conſtable, after the expiration of 
di.. b confa- his year, and before he hath collected the whole of the rate he is appointed to 
ahi: power, &. collect, ſhall die, then the executors or adminiſtrators of ſuch deceaſed Con- 
| ſtable, ſhall have the ſame power and authority to collect any and every part 
of the rave, not paid to the ſaid Conſtable in his lifetime, as the ſaid Conſtable 
had when alive; and ſhall be Collector in the room of the deceaſed, for ga- 
thering the remainder of ſuch rate: and all executors and adminiſtrators of 
Conſtables or Collectors ſhall be reſponſible for che rates, as the Conſtables 

and Collectors by law are. } ; 

But if any ſuch Conſtable or Collector ſhall die, or remove out of the town 
whereot he is Conſtable or Collector, before the expiration of his year, and the 
fate benot fully collected, that then every town wherein ſuch caſe ſhall hap- 
pen, is hereby directed to proceed forthwith to the choice of a new Conſtable 
LF; or Collector, for the gathering the remaining part of ſuch rate. 

Sad de pre. Aud when, and ſo often as, it ſhall happen, that any Conſtable, choſen by 
viag inſolyeat» any town to collect the State taxes, ſhall prove infolvent, and not able to pay 
the State tax, or any part or parcel thereof, in his hands, the Treaſurer ot the 


Conttab'e dir, 
town to chooſe. 


State is required ard empowered to iſſue his warrant, directed to the Sheriff 


of the ſame county, requiring him to levy and collect of the SeleAmeo, ot 
any one ot them, of that town in which ſuch inſolvent Conſtable is choſen as 
aforeſaid, ſuch rate, or part thereof, as ſhall then de inthe hands of ſuch inſol- 
vent Conſlable; which Sheriff ſhall pay what he ſhall ſo levy of ſuch SeleQ- 
man or Sclect men, to the Trealurer as aforeſaid, | 

And the Sclect men of ſuch town are hereby empowered to aſſeſs a tax or rate 
upon the inhabitants of the ſaid town, according tothe liſt of the polls and rates- 


reren to be ble efta'c therein, thai ſhall be ſufficient for the payment of ſuch ſum or ſums of 


— Tot. money, as ſhall be levied by the Sheriff of ſuch Sclectmen as aforeſaid, with 


vency. the charges ailing thereupon ; and any Juſtice of the Peace is hereby autho- 
rizcd and required to grant a warrant to ſome meet perſon, to collect the ſar . 
who ſhall tor that purpoſe be inveſted with all ſuch power as is herein given 
to the Conſtables for collecting State taxts: and the laid SeleAmen ſhall ac- 
count with the SeleAunen next to be choſen in any ſuch town, or with any 


other 
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other perſon or perſons that may be appointed by the (aid town for that end, 
reſpeRing the ſaid tax, by them aſſeſſed as aforeſaid, . 


Be it further enaftd by the authority aforeſaid, That whenſoever any town, „ 1. 


ſociety, or other community, which by law is, or ſhall be, enabled and authò- ag at 
red to grant and levy any rate or tax, for the anſwering or detraying their Guwa 


nectflary charges and expence, ſhall in any of their lawful meetings agree up- 
on and grant a rate or tax, to be levied on, and collected of, themſelves, for 
any of the purpoſes for which by law they are or ſhall be emponered to grant 
ſuch rate or tax, they ſhall chooſe ſome meet perſon or perſons to be Collector 
or Collectors ot ſuch rate or tax, and take proper care that ſuck rate be accord- 
ingly made for the juſt aſſeſſment of the ſeveral perſons taxed, and deliver the 
ſame to ſuch ColleRor or ColleRors, 


And, upon applicatien made to ſomg Juſtiee of the Peace, ſuch. Juſtice is \;]Geo 6 thy 
therefor. 


hereby authorized and directed to grant a warrant for the collecting ſuch rate 
or tax; Which warrant ſhall be direed to the Collegor or Collectors ap- 
pointed to gather the ſame, requiring and empowering him or them to collect 
ſuch rate or tax, according to the grant made thereof as aforeſaid, 

And all Collectors, authorized and empowered to gather and collect any 
rates or taxes whatſoever, duly laid and aſſeſſed on any of the inhabitants of 
this State, er others, mall have equal power and authority in gathering the 
rates reſpectively committed to them, as is or fhall by law be given to the ſe- 


Tout. gat 


ColleQorepowigh 


veral Conftables in the collection of State taxes, according to ſuch lawful war- 


rants as ſhall be given them, and ſhall have the ſame power ang authority to 
command the aſſiſtance ot any perſon er perſons, in the execution of their 
office, (when need ſhall require) as is by law given to Sheriffs and Conſtables 
in the execution of their offices; and all perſons are hereby required to yield 
due obedience to them, and immediately to afford their aſſiſtance, on the ſame 
penalties as are provided by law, for enforcing obedience ig the commands of 
Sheriffs and "Conſtables, 

Provided, Such Collectors ſhow and read their warrant or authority to the 
perſons whoſe aſſiſtance ſhall be commanded. 


Provides 


And all Collectors of rates ſhall gather and pay the rates, to them commit- Remedy «gain 
ted to be collected, by ſuch time, and to ſuch perſons, as they (hall be directed a 


in their reſpective warrants : and in caſe any ColleQor or Collectors ſhall not 
perform the truſt committed unto him or them, according to law, he er they 
hall be accountable for ſuch rate, or ſuch arrears thereof, ſo by him or them 
neglected to be gathered and paid as aforeſaid, to the Select men of the town, 
or a Committee of the ſociety or other community granting ſaid tax, who are 
hereby empowered to demand ſuch arrearages from ſuch Collectors, and, on 
failure ot payment, to take out a warrant from any Juſtice of the Peace, directed 
to any of the Conſtables, to diſtrain the ſums or rates neglected to be collected 


* 


and paid by ſuch Collectors, out of the eſtate of the ſaid Collector ſo neglect - 
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1 An act to repeal the ſeveral Statutes. therein mentioned or deſcribed. 4 


E it enaed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the ſeve- 
ral ſtatutes herein after mentioned, paſſed by the Legiſlature of this State, 
be, and hereby are, after the riſing of the next ſeſſion of the Legiſlature [n 
October next, declared to be repealed, and made null, (except an act authen. 
ticating deeds, which is repealed at the riſing of this-ſeflion of the Aſſembly) 
viz, All the acts paſſed in February, June, and October ſeſſions, 1779: all 
the acts paſſed in March 1780 : all the acts paſſed in October and November 
ſeſſion 1780, except an act, entitled, An att to make the Truſtees of Clio Halls 
body politic and corporate in lau: all the acts paſſed in February, April, June, 
and October ſeſſions, 1981 :-all the acts paſſed in Februaryſeſſion 17823 ex- 
cept an act, entitled, An a direfing ibe beirſhip of the eflate of Colonel William- 
Symes, late of Hertford, deceaſed, intefide-; and an act, emitled, An af pointing 
out the office and duty of the Secretary of State: all the acts paſſed in June and 
October leſſions, 1782 : all the acts paſſed in February ſeſſion, 1783; except 
an a&, entitled, An aũ to confirm the ſubſtance of ' tht la will and teſtament of 
Rafus Rude, late of Royalton, deceaſed, as the laſt will of the ſaid deceaſed : all 
the acts paſſed in October 1783: all the acts paſſed in October 1784, 
and in June 17853 except an act, entitled, An a for eftablifhing 4 county 
Grammar School, at Norwich, in Windſor county: all the acts paſſed in Octobet | 
la 
te 


1785 ; except An all eftabliſhing à certain agreement made between the proprietors i 

of the towns of Addiſon and Panion, in the county of Addiſon; An a for aſcertain- 

ing the expence of making ſurveys in certain caſes therein mentioned; An a? to render 

more effe ual ſeveral alis paſſed by the General Aſſembly of this State, to enable the” Ml © 
towns or per ſont, in ſaid als reſpeively named, to levy and colle& certain ſpecified > 
taxes on. each acre of land, mentioned and deſcribed in ſaid afls; An aft to vacate IL 
the record of a deed on. the book of records in the Town Clerk's office in the town of Ml © 
Windſor ; An at againſt taking or deftroying whitepine or any other valuable in- 
ber ; and An ad for ſeitling diſputes reſpecting landed property: and all the acts = 
paſſed in October 1786. except An ad 10 prevent. the ſale and tranſportation of 
Negroes and Molaitoes out of this. State; An at 40 ſuſpend the colleRion of a tax- 
in Hartland, and direfting the mode of paying the ſame ; An at to enable the land” 
owners of the town of Fairlee, in Orange county, to meet and tranſat# the tu/ineſs 
therein mentioned; An at to enable the Fudge of Probate for the diſtri of N- 
minſter to take the probate of the laſt will of Samuel Wells, Eſq. deceaſed, or io 
grant letters of adminiſtration with-the will annexed; An at empou exing the pro- 
prietors of the townſhip of the wo- Heroes, to pitch the undivided lands in [aid tem: 
and An af? for the purpoſe of making a diſtribution of the eftate of Witham Fitch, - 
late of Pawlet, deceaſed. 

Provided always, That nothing herein contained: ſhall extend to any ad 
direct ig the recording of any deed or deeds ; nor to any acts directing per- 
ſont, to, fell: land, ot execute deeds. thereof ;. nor to any private acts for. the- Il * 
conhrmation- 
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firmation of landed property; nor to any acts empowering the ſale of de- 
42 z AAS any acts for the collect ion of taxes, which 
have not had their full operation, er for exempting publie lands from taxa- 
tion z nor to any acts incorporating eccleſiaſtical, or other ſocieties, towns or 
pariſhes z nor to any acts for altering the names of towns ; nor to any acts ot 
pardom ; nor to any act for the regulation and eſtabliſhment of town lines, or 
for the cutting roads in the northern part of this State; ner to any act relating 
to the duty of the Auditors of accounts; nor to acts made for granting land; 
nor to any acts for giving further time of redemption to lands which have 
been ſold ; nor te any act of naturalization z nor to any acts reſpecting the 
coining of coppers in this State; nor to affect any actions which have beer 
commenced, and depend on any ſtatute repealed by this act; ner to any aQs > 
granting a new trial; nor to any private act of what name or nature ſoever, . 
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An act to place the ſubjeRs of the United States upon the ſame footing in ſuits | 
at law, in which the ſubjects of this Commonwealth ate put by their — 
reſpective laws. 


E it enadted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont; That alhartieles, 

of what nature or kind ſoever, which now are, or hereafter ſhall, by the 
laws of any or either of the United States of North America, be made a lawful aan by oth 
tender upon an execution, ſhall, during the exiſtence of ſuch laws, be a lawful n t tn 
tender to the inhabitants of ſuch reſpective State, within this Commonwealth, feeds on 68. 
vpon any execution iſſued for diſcharging a contract made ſiace the brit day of 
Joly, 1782; and ſhall be appraiſed to the creditor in the manner directed by 
an act paſſed by the Legiſlature in this preſent ſeſſion, entitled, An a to make. 


—_ articles of perſonal property 4 tender on execution,” intaſes therein menti. 
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Be it further enaſted by the autberity aforeſaid; That whenever any or either We * þ 
of the ſaid United — or either — ſhall by reaſon of their civil — Vs 
commotions, tumults, riots,” diſorders, or fer any other cauſe, be in ſuch a | 
ltuation that the inhabitants of this Commonwealth cannot by law recover 

debts in ſuch State or county; the inhabitants of ſuch State or county ſhall 

de precluded from commencing any civil action in this Commonwealth, againſt 

any ſubject thereof, or from recovering any judgment againſt either of the 

ſodjects of this State, uatil the free exerciſe of law for the recovery of debts be 

reſtored to the ſubjeRts of this State, within ſuch of the United States, or 


county therein, 


And be it further enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That ſo long as any of the my,” 


civil authority, or judicial Courts, ot either of the ſaid United States, ſhall —— — 


recuſe to admit in evidence any official copies made in due form ol law, as fug in enitemy 
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= Judicial Ve. accuſtomed in this Commonwealth, by any Clerk of Court, Magiftrate, of 
mon”, the courts/ Other officer thereof having lawful right to make and atteſt ſuch copies, every 
or nt gr Court and Juſtice within this State ſhall be, and hereby are prohibited receiv. 
©ozies avevidence ing and admitting in evidence any official proceedings, offered as ſuch, Coming 

from any Court or civil or other authority of ſuch State or States, and no 


Jonger. 


\Pafſed Marth 8, An act for the prevention and puniſhment of Riots, Diſorders and Contempt 
. 8707. . 1 of Authority, 


"EIFS : FOR the better ſuppreſſing of riots, diſorders and contempts of authority, 
8 E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any 
— ua dfleg. perſon or perſons ſhall impede or hinder any officer, judicial or executive 


civil or military, under the authority of this State, in the execution of hit 
office, he or they ihall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine, not execeding fifty 
poynds each: and if any perſon who ſhall be thereof convicted, ſhall not be 
of ſufficient ability to pay ſuch. fine, and coſts of proſecution, it ſhall be in the 
power of the-Court, before whom ſuch convition' fnall be had, to aſſign ſuch 
perſon in-ſervice, to any citizen of this State, for ſo long time as ſhall be ſuffi- 
N cient for payment of the fine and coſts aforelaid. | 

> ef. And if any perſon ſhall be a ſecond time convicted of the like offence, he 


% 


mall pay a fine not exceeding -fitty pounds, and ſhall be impriſoned in any goal 
in this State for one whole year; and if he be not of ſufficient ability to pay 
ſuch fine and coſts, he ſhall be liable, at the expitation of his ſaid imptiſon- 
ment, to be aſfſigred in ſervice as aforeſaid. FE 

_ And be<t further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if eny perſon or per- 
Penalty for ſons ſhall, directly or indirectly, break open, or aid and aſſiſt in breaking 
king ten. open, any goal or place of confinement, wherein any priſoner ſhall be confined 
by the authority of this State, he or they ſhall, on conviſtion thereof, pay 2 
fine of fitty pounds, to the treaſury of the county where {uch offence ſhall be 
committed, and: ſhall be impriſened*ſix months; and for a ſecond offence of a 

| like nature, ſhall pay a fine of fifty gounds, and be impriſoned one year. 
And te it farther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That when three perſons, of 
. x more, ſhall come or aſſemble themſelves together, to the intent todo any ualawful 
den. act, with force and violence, againſt the petſon of another, or againſthis poſſeſſion 
or gos, wrongfully, or to do any-unlawful a againſt the peace, or tothe manl- 


feſt terror ofthe people, and being required or commanded, by any of che civil au- 


thoricy, by preclamation te be made in the form herein after directed, ſhall not 
diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably depart to their habitations or lawful buſineſs: 


or being ſo aſſembled as aforeſaid, (hall do any unlawful a& againſt the perſon, 
poſſeſſions 


Q www © 3 ao a =«©@Q aA ws e ww 


r 2 83 @ ww a = 


v$YATUTES or YERMONS , 


— (— — 7 


Puniſhment of Riots, Diſorders, &c. 
* paſſ-fligns or goods of any man, or againft the peace, and be thereot convicted 
1 betore any Court proper to try the lame, they ſhall be puniſhed by fine not 
x exceeding thirty pounds, or impriſonment not exceeding fix months, and pay 
''- Wl coſt of proſecution, | 
"g That the order and form of the proclamation above-mentioned ſhall be as Form of ru 
no 


follows, that is to ſay, the peiſon authorized by this act, ſhall, among or as 
near as he or they can ſafely come to ſaid rioters, with a loud voice command 
or order ſilence to be made, whilſt proclamation is making; and after that 
ſhail openly, and with a loud voice, make proclamation in theſe words, or like 
in effR, viz. In the name of the State of Vermont, I command all perſons being 
pe aſſembled, immediately to diſperſe tbemſelves, and depart to their oabitations, or 
to their lawful bufineſs, upon the pains contained in the law of this State, entitled, 
An act for the prevention and puniſhment of riots, diſorders and contempt of 
authority. | 
And —4 Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, 
7 within their teſpective juriſditions, are hereby authorized, empowered, and 
© WH required, on notice or knowledge of any ſuch unlawful and riotous aſſembly, 
f to reſort to the place where ſuch aſſembly ſhall be, and thete make proclama- 
de 


tion as aforeſaid, 

Be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That if ſuch perſons ſo un- 
lawfully aſſembled, or any three or more ot them, after proclamation made as, ones 
aforelaid, ſhall continue together, and not diſperſe themſelves, that it ſhall and eddie 
he may be lawful, to and for every Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, — 
or Conſtable, where ſuch riotous aſſembly ſhall be, and to and for every other 
perſon or perſons, who ſhall be commanded to be aſſiſting to ſuch Juſtice of 
the Peace, Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, (who are hereby authorized 
7 and empowered to command all or any of the inhabitants of this State, to be 
aſſiſting them therein) to ſeize and apprehend, and they are hereby required 
to ſeizz and apprehend, ſuch perſons ſo unlawfully and riotouſly continuing 
together after proclamation made as aforeſaid, and forthwith to carry the perſons 
ſo apprehended, before ſome Juſtice of the Peace, in order to their being proceed- 
ed againſt according to law, 

And if any of the perſons ſo unlawfully and riotouſly aſſembled and conti- tacemaity of i 
nuing together as aforeſaid, to the number of twelve, for the ſpace ef one hour , . 
after proclamation made as aforeſaid, ſhall happen te be killed, maimed or 
hurt, in diſperſing or apprehending, or in endeavoring to diſperſe or apprehend 
| them, by reaſon of their reſiſting the perſon ſo diſperſing, or endeavoring to 

diſperſe or apprehend them, then every ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, Sheriff, 


» Deputy-Sherift, or Cooſtable, and all and ſingular the perſons being aiding 
a or aſiſtiog to them or any of them, ſhall be freed, diſcharged and indemnified, 
h from aay bill, complaint, inditment, or action, that may be commenetd 
I agalaſt him or them on that account, 


LI Be 
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* » 
Te Be it further enafied by the authority afore/aid, That if any perſon or perſons 
de. do or ſhall, foreibly, wiltully, and knowiogly, oppoſe, obſtru@, SO 
G0, manner wiltully aad £nowjogly oppoſe, let, binder, or hurt, any perfon or 
perſons that ſhall begin, or attempt to make the proclamation hereby directed 
to be made, whereby ſuch proclamation ſhall not be made, and be thereof 
convicted by due courſe of law, he or they Gall forfeit or luffer in manger 
and form as laſt aforeſaid. | 
Aad that all and every ſuch perſon or perions, fo being unlawfully and 
ciotouſly afſembled to the number of three or more, to whom proclamation 
ſhould or ought to have been made, if the ſame had not been hindered u 
aforeſaid, (hall likewiſe, in caſe they, or any of them, to the number af three or | 
more, (hall contiaue together, and not immediately diſperſe themſelves after 
ſuch let or hiadrance ſo made, having knowledge thereof, and be thereof con- 
victed in due courſe of law, ſhall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding thirty 
1 pounds, or be impriſoned fix months, and pay coſts as aforeſaid; 
—_—— Provided always, That no perian or perſons ſhall be puniſhed by virtue of 
* this act, unleſs proſecution be commenced within fax months after the offence 
'4 is committed. 
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s An a for the due obſervation of the Sabbath. 
. TE # enafed by the Geral Afemby of the State of Vermont, That no trade. 
bestieg, e. on man, artificer, labourer, or other perſon whatever, ſhall upon land or 
a water, do any labour, buſineſs or work, of their ordinary calling, of any kind 


whatever, (works of neceſſity and mercy only excepted) nor uſe any game, 
ſport, play, or recteation, on the firft day of the week, or Lord's day, or any 
day of public faſting or thankſgiving, on pain that every perſon, fo offending, 
ſhall forfeit and pay a fine, not exceeding ten ſhillings, as the nature of ihe 
| offence may require : that whatever perſon ſhall on the Lord's day, in or neat 
„ meeting houſe, or place of public worſhip, by rude, profane or tumuliv- 
2B ous behaviour, eicher in words or ations, or in any manner whatever, diſturd 
. thoſe who ſhall be therein aſſembled for religious worſhip, ſhall incur a penalty, 
. not exceeding forty ſhillings;; and if the perſon convicted of any of the 
| 1 oftences be unable to pay, he ſhall be ſet in the ſtocks not exceeding 
two hours. | 
* And be it further enadied by the authority afereſaid, That every perſon who 
k 4—— hon ” ſhall travel, journey, or _ a 9 of any kind, on ſaid day, 
* (unleſs iu time of war, or ſome buſineſs that concerns the war, or that they ale 
1 belated, and forced to lodge in the woods, wilderneſs or highway the night 
beſore, and in ſuch caſe to travel no further on that day than the next igny © e 
place of ſhelter) ſhall pay a fine, not exceeding twenty ſhillings, as dhe naue 1 
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That fon who mall go from his or her place of abode on ſaid day, P- ter going 
uale ſs 7 » the public worfhip of God, or on ſome work or bufineſs of _ "_ 
neceſſity or mercy, ſhall pay a fine not exceeding ſixteen ſhillings. | 

That whatever perſon or perſons ſhall keep or ftay at the outſide of the por taying outs 
meeting houſe, during the time of public worſhip, (there being ſufficient room — * 
in the houſe) or unnectſſarily withdraw themſelves ftom the public worſhip to N 
go without doors, or prolane the time by play ing or profanely talking, ſhall pay 


- fine, not exceeding fix ſhillings. 


Provided, That ail pteſem ments or informations agaiaſt any -perfon or perſons, d. 
for any of the abovementioned offences, be madr within one month after the 
commiſſion thereof, 

And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Grand Jurymen, _ I * 
Tythingmen, and Conſtgbles, of each town, ſhall carefully infpe the beha- — 
viour of all perſons on the Sabbath or Lord's day, and due preſentment make . 
of any profanation of the worſhip of Gad, on the Lord's day, or on any day of 
public faſt or thank (giving, and of any breach of Sabbath which they, or any 
of them, ſhall ſee or diſcover any perſon to be guilty of, to the next Juſtice of 
the Peace, who is hereby empowered to proceed therein according as the nature 
of the offence requires, : 

That each Grand Juryman, Tythingman, or Cenftable, ſhall be allowed . | 
three ſhillings per day for each day that he ſhall ſpend in proſeeuting ſuch ＋ proſecuting. 
offenders, to be paid by the perion offending, or the parent, guardian or maſter ——__ 
of ſuch perſon, when he is under age; and all fines impoſed for the breach of hun, 
this a& on minors, ſholl be paid by the parents, guardians, or maſters, (if any _- 
be) otherwiſe ſuch minors to be diſpoſed of in ſervice to anſwer the ſame ; and 
upon refuſal or negle& of payment of ſuch fines, and charges of proſecu- 
tion, the offender may be committed, unleſs he be a minor, in which caſe 
execution for the fines and charges ſhall go againft his parent, guardian, or 
maſter, after the expiration of one month next aftef the conviction of ſuch 
minor, and not ſooner, | 0 . 

Provided, That no perſons proſecuted on this act, ſhall be charged with rte, 
more than for one perſon proſecuting him for ſuch offence. wv 

But if any children or ſervants, not of the age of Ciſeretion, ſhall be con- — oo i 
victed of ſuch profanation or diſturbance, they ſhall be puniſhed therefor by den te be cvs i 
their parents, guardians, or maſters, giving them due correction, in the pre- 
ſence ot ſome officer, it the authority ſo appoint, and in no other way ; and if 
ſuch parent, guardian, or maſter, ſhall refuſe or negle& to give ſuch due cor- 
—_ every ſuch parent, guardian, or maſter, ſhall incur the penalty of 

ve initlings. | 

And every Juftice of the Peace, Conſtable, Grand Juryman, and Tything- 
man, are hereby required to take effectual care, and endeavour that this act, 
in all che particulars thereof, be duly obſerved, 


* 
ſerved, 2 
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| When its, ve. And be it further enaded by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon, between 
den not be ſerved the hours of twelve in the night next preceding, and twelve in the night next 
ſuccecding, the Lord's day, ſhall ſerve or execute any writ, proceis, warrank, 
order, judgment, or decree, (except in caſes of treaſon, felony, or breach of the 
peace) but the ſervice thereof ſhall be void, and the perſon ſerving the ſame 
ſhall be as liable to anſwer damages to the party grieved, as if he had done the 
{ame without any writ, proceſs, warrant, order, judgment, or decree, 
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. | An act for appointing and ſupporting Schools. 
Preamble. FOR the due encouragement of learning, and the better regulating and order 
ing of Schools, ; 
1 | E it enacted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That each toon 
| vide into ei-, &. in this State which cannot conveniently be accommodated by one 


ar ichoo], ſhall have power, and they are hereby empewered, in any legal town 

meeting, by ſuch way and means as they ſhall deviſe, to divide into ſo many 

diſtris as they ſhall find convenient, and the ſame to alter from time to time: 

and each town ſhall appoint one or more meet perſon within each diſtriR, to 

1 continue until others ſhall be choſen, who, together with the Selectmen of the 

ele duty ans town, ſhall be Truſtees of ſchools in ſuch town : and ſuch Truſtees, or the 

major part of them, and their ſucceſſors, .ſhall have power, and they are hereby 

authorized and empowered, to appoint and remove Schoolmaſters, to leaſe ſuch 

lands and real eſtates, and loan ſuch monies, as do or ſhall appertain to ſuch 

| ſchools, or are or ſhall be given for the uſe aforeſaid; and to commence 20 

|! ſuit or ſuits that may be neceſſary for the recovery and obtaining of ſuch lands, 

=o monies, and other eſtates, and to take leales, bonds, and other ſecurities, to 

= themſelves and their ſucceſſors, for the ule of ſuch ſchools, and to ſue and te- 

- cover thereon: and the Truſtees ſhall annually pay over the money ariſing C 

from the lcaſe of ſuch lands, and other real eſtate, and loan of ſuch monies, oft 

to a Committee of each diſtri reſpectively, in proportion to the number of th 

ſcholars in each ſchool; and all ſuch bonds, leaſes, and other ſecurities, (ball dif 

by ſaid Truſtces be lodged with the Town Clerk of the town, who is direQed 

and required to keep ai account thereof, and hold the ſame under the direc- WW 0 

tion of ſaid Truſtees, for the purpoſe aforeſaid: and ſuch Truftees ſhail ten- |. 

der an account of their doings, in reſpeet to ſuch their truſt, to the town bf 18 

whom they were appointed, when thereunto required, dif 

of And upon application of three or more inhabitants of ſuch diſtri, to the be 

Sd. a to Selectmen of ſuch town, to warn a meeting of the diſtrict, the laid SeleQmen ap 

nt eggs are required forthwith to notify to the inhabitants ot ſuch diſtri, by a de 
| an advertiſement, in ſome public place in ſaid diltrict, that they meet ro ch 
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+ Moderator, Diſtrict Clerk, à Collector of rates, and a Committee of one or M7 <oeſe aifis 
more perſons to take care of the prudential affairs of the diſtrict for which they 
are choſen, at leaſt twelve days before ſuch meeting. And the Committees How magey wr 
fhall have power, and they are hereby empowered, in their ſeveral diſtrits, to be ebb. 
raiſe one half the money that ſhall be neceffary for building and repairing a 
ſchoolhouſe, and ſupporting a ſchool, in their reſpective dittrifts, by a rate on 
the liſt of the polls and rateable eſtate of the inhabitants of ſuch diſtricts; and 
the ſeveral diſtricts are further empowered, at any meeting warned for that 
purpoſe, to raiſe the other half of the money for the purpoſes aforeſaid, either 
by a tax on the liſt of the polls and rateable eſtates of the inhabitants of theie 5 
reſpeRive diſtricts, or by ſubſeription, in proportion to the number ot chil- == 
dren any perſon ſhall ſend, or ſubſcribe to ſend, to ſuch diftri& ſehool: and — — 
in every ot the above caſes, the Committees ſhall make the whole into a rate = 
bill, by ajuſt eſtimation in money, according to the true intent and meaning 
of ſuch vote or ſubſcription, as aforeſaid: and if the ſame ſhall not be paid Yet . 
by che time appointed, they ſhall deliver ſuch bill to their reſyeRive ColleRors,, 
with a warrant to collect the ſame, ſigned by fume Juſtice of the Peace, And e 
ſuch Collector ſhall have the ſame power in collecting diſtri& taxes, as the — 
Collectors of town rates, and ſhall be accountable to their teſpective Commit- 8 
tees for the ſum due oa ſuch bill: and the Piſtrict Committees ſhall ſeverally n cem 
have the ſame powers with reſpect te lands, or any other intereſt or eſtate, 
given, granted, vr in any wiſe ſet apart, for the dſe of ſchools in their reſpee et? 
tive diſtricts, as are in this act given to Truſtees of town ſchools, and ſhall be 
in like manner accountable to their-ſeveral diſtricts. | 7 * 
And the Judges ot the County Courts, in their reſpective counties, ſhall Tze coun 
have power to appoint Truftees of county ſchosls, who hall have the ſame — 
powers, in all matters relating to their truſt, as Truſtees of town ſchools, ind , ll 
Hall be in like manner accountable to the Judges by whom they were reſpec- | _—_ 
tively appointed, y | | | wig | N 1 
And be it further enalled by the authority aforeſaid, That all Truſtees and Tv - £ { 
Committees of ſchools, ſhall have full power to purehaſe any lands or other 1 
eſtate, and to ſell and alienate ſuch lands and eftate, ſo by them .purchaſed, for 4 4 
the uſe of their ſeveral ſchools, under the direction of the Judges, ne „ <5 8? 
diſtrit, by whom they were appointed: and if any Truftee, or Commict| Penalty for ede 
man, ſhall embezzle, miſapply, or conceal, any money or eftate, belon Zing, . 
to any town, County, or diſtrict, for the uſe af ſchools as aforeſaid, he ſhall. bg 
liable co be removed, and to be ſued in an action of account, by an agent of” 
agents for that purpoſe appointed by the town, Judges of County Courts, 9 
diſteict, by whom ſuch Truſtee or Committeeman was appointed; and it it ſhall 
be found on trial, that ſuch Truftee or Committeeman has embezzled, miſ- 
applied, or concealed, any money or other eſtate, as afocelaid, judgment ſhall 
be rendered againſt him or them, for double the ſum ſo embezzled, milapplt- 
ea, or concealed: and ſuch action, 2 by order of the Judges of 
m the 
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the County Court, ſhall be proſecuted and determined before the Suprene 
Court, in ſaid county, 
Provided always, That this act ſhall not extend to any eſtate formerly grant 
nus ed, or to be granted, by any perſon er town, for the benefit of any particular 
ſchool or ſchools, wherein the grantor hath committed the truſt thereof to am 
perſon or perſons, with direction for a continual ſucceſſion in ſuch truſt ; 40% 
thing contained in this act to the contrary. notwithſtanding, . 


Paſſed Feb. 15, An act pointing out the office and duty of ihe Secretary of State. 


"Be it further enakted by the authority aſoreſaid, That the Secretary of State 

r give his conſtant attendance, by himſelf or Deputy, at every ſeſſion of the 
5 Genetal Aﬀerobly . and on default thereof, to forfeit the ſum of one-huadred: 
AT on. lawful money, to the treaſury of this State; to be recovered by the 


reaſurer, by order of the General Aſſembly, by bill, plaint, or information, 
? betore any Court proper to try the ſame. 0 


* « P * — 
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N 1 W's 5 An ict regulating. the office- and duty of Sheriffs, 


1787. þ 

I, E is enafted by the General Aſſembly of the Stateof Vermont, That there ſhall 
hens 2 . FoY'be a Sheriff appointed according io the Conſtitution, and duly qualified 
ves tg execute the Sheriff's office, in each of the counties in this State z who (ball 
become bound to the Treaſurers of their reſpective counties, before the fielt 
Judge of the County Court, with two ſuffcient ſureties, freebolders within 

this State, by a recognizance, in the ſum of three thouſand pounds, for ihe 
faithful diſcharge of laid office, and for the anſwering all ſuch damages as any 
perſon or perſons ſhall ſuſtain, by any unfaithfulneſs or neglect in the ſame: 
and before he executes ſaid office, ſhall- before the firſt Judge of the County 
Court as aforeſaid, take the oath required by law to be taken by ſuch as ene. 


Cute the ſaid office, and ſhall. receive a commiſſion from the — in- 
: 15 
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his abſcnce the Lieutenant · Governor, certifing him to be elefted or appointed 
as aforeſaid, and authorizing him to exec ute ſaid office. And any perſon, 
being ſo commiſſioned, ſhall be accounted the lawtul Sheriff of the county for 
which he is appointed, and ſhall have full power and authority to execute all Hi power. 
lawful writs within their teſpective counties, to them directed, coming from 
lawful authority. | | 
And ſhall have full power, within their reſpeRive counties, to conſerve the 
peace, and to ſuppreſs with force and ſtrong hand, when the neceſſity of the 
cale all ſo require, all tumults, riots, routs, and other unlawful afſemblies 
and to apprehend without warrant, all ſuch as they ſhall find ſo as aforeſaid, | 
appearing in the diſturbance of the peace, and cauſe them to appear before the 
next Juſtice of the Peace, who may, as the caſe atterenquiring-thereinto may 
require, bind over ſuch offenders to the next County Court in that county 
wherein the offence is committed; which Court, upon conviſtion, ſhall puniſh: 
them, and every of them, according to law. 
That the Sheriffs aforeſaid ſhall have full power to command ſuch a number 
of ſuitable perſons; within their reſpeRive counties, as they thall judge needfu), . 
to aſſiſt themin the execution of their office, in every braneh thereof: and whotoe- Piactty for nehr 
ver being of age and ability, and being ſs canmanded, ſhall neglect or refuſe t a. 
to yield his affiltance to any Sheriff in the execution of his offiee, and be there-- 
of convicted before any Court proper to try the ſame, ſhall pay a fine not: 


4 


tion and puniſhment: 
of riots, diſorders. and contempt of autboritiy. And all military officers and ſoldi- , 
ers are hereby commanded to yield obedience to the Sheriffs commands it: © 
ſuch eales,.on the pains and penalties herein after mentioned. * 

That it any commiſioned officer or ſoldier, belonging. to this State, mall - 
negle& or refuſe to ebey the orders of the Sheriff, under the regulations-afpre-- Penalty for d 
laid, and be thereof convicted before any Court proper to try the ſame, ſuch de eee 
officer hall pay a fine not exceeding fifteen pounds; and every ſvch ſoldier 
ſhall pay a fine not exceeding five pounds, and the charges which ſhall ariſe, 
And the charges which ſhall be ſuſtained by the public in the ſuppreſſion of 
tuch riots, ſhall ve paid by any. or all of the perſons who ſhall be convicted, ia 
manner 
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— manner and proportion as ſhall be directed by the Court taking: cognizanee d 
2018 to be defayed the offence.: and in cafe no eſtate, or not ſufficient to anſwer the ſaid char 
and damages, can be found, it ſhall be paid out of the county treaſury where 
ſuch caſe ſhall happen, and for want of money in the treaſury of ſaid county 
it ſhall be paid out of the treaſury of this State. , . 
And the wages of ſuch officers, ſoldiers, and other perſons eommanded to 
Wages of She- the aſſiſtance of the Sheriff, ſhall be five ſhillings per day for a-Captain, thres 
e dhillings per day for a ſubaltern, and two ſhillings per day for each centinel, or 
other perſon employed in ſuch. ſet vice, beſide ſuch ſubſiſtance as ſhall be allow. 
ed by the Court. | ; | 
Power to darch And the Sheriffs ſnall have full power to ſearch the houſes in their reſpectixe 
counties, tor any perions they ſhall have warrants from proper authority te 
apprehend, in matters of delinqueacy, or of. a criminal nature: and any perſon 
who ſhall refuſe the Sheriff entrance into his houſe, or threaten him if he dom 
Penalty for refit- enter, Or abuſe him or his aſſiſtants when he or they ſhall have entered the 
. houſe of any perſon, although it · is by foree, on ſuch an occaſion, and be there. 
of convicted, ſhall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, and 
6 all damages that ſhall ariſe from ſuch diſorder. | 
| And the Conſtables ſhall have the like power and authority in their reſpet- 
"The like power tive towns, and all perſons oppoſing them ſhall be ſubject to the-ſame 
given 1 penalties. 
bi And the Sheriffs ſhall net return that they cannot do execution. 
And the more effetlually to oblige Sheriffs and Conſtables to do their duty, 


= __ 1. Be it further enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That Sheriffs and Conſtables 


Thor. & cont. ſhall receive all manner of writs, in any places, and at any times, withis the 
n write; limits of their juriſdiction, when and whereſoever they ſhall be tendered to 
1 them; and ſhall execute the lame, and make return thereof according to ihe 
1 direct ions therein given. 


And any perſon may demand of the Sheriff or Conftable to whom he deli 
* the vers any writ, to give receipt therefor under his hand, wherein the names ef 
3 the parties, the ſum or thing in demand, the date ot the writ, and of its deli- 
very, ſhall be contained; and on his refuſal others prefent may ſet theit hands 
a8 witneſſes to ſuch. delivery. | 
T's be fined ans And if ſuch Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall not execute the writ, or ſhall negle8 
u damage to make return thereof, or make a falſe or undue return, on complaint made 
to, or action brought before, the Court or Juſtice having cogaizance of the 
ſame, the Court or Juſtice may inquite thereof by the evidence produced, and 
if he be found in detault, the Court or Juſtice may ſet a ſuitable fine upon him, 
and award damages to the aggrieved party, having reſpe& to the quaatity and 
quality of the action, and the peril that might have happened to him by the 
delay which he ſuffered, 7 
Which proceſs agaialt ſuch Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall be ſerved at leaſt fout- 
teen days before the fitting of che Court wherein it is io be tried. And 
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And when any Sheriff or Conſtable ſhall be ſued for not executing, or duly n 
returning, a writ of execution delivered to him to ſerve, there ſhall de no ap- 6 


al or review in ſuch caſe. 
Provided, A receipt be demanded or taken of the officer for ſuch writ of F 


execution, at the time of the delivery thereof. 


Be it further enaRed by the authority aforeſaid, That whenever any Sheriff or nr. 
Conſtable, by virtue of any writ of execution, ſhall ſeize any goods or chat- — — 
tels, to anſwer and ſatisfy ſuch execution, and any perſon ſhall appear to te- N, aloweds 
ceive ſuch goods and chattels into his care, and (hall give to ſuch officer a wri- 
ting well executed by ſuch perſon, therein expreſſing the receipt of ſuch goods 


and chattels, and thereby promiſing to redeliver the ſame te ſuch officer, and 


| ſhall fail of performing accordingly, and any action ſhall be brought by ſuch 


Sheriff or Conſtable againſt ſuch perſon, on ſuch receipt, there ſhall be no 
appeal or review allowed or granted in ſueh caſe, 

And that no Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, ſhall be allowed to draw, 

or fill up, any writ, complaint, proceſs, or declaration, in any caſe whatſo- 
ever, nor appear in any Court as an Attorney, for or in behalf of any perſon 
whatſoever. 
And if it ſhall appear in any caſe that the writ, proceſs, declaration, or com- 
plaint, was drawn or filled up, dy any Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, 
(their own caſes excepted) the ſame ſhall be diſmiſſed, and the plaintiff ſhall 
be nonſuited : any law, uſage, or cuſtom, to the contrary, notwithſtanding. 

And all proceſſes ſerved by any Sheriff or Conſtable, ſhall be by them re- 
turned to the Courts or Juſtices before which the caſes are to be tried, before 
the time ſet in the proceſſes for trial. 

And be it further tnafled by the authority afortjaid, That the reſpeRive Sheriffs 
may appoint and empower two Deputies, and a goal-keeper, to act under 
them in each of their ſeveral counties, and no more, 

Provided nevertheleſs, That the Sheriffs in their reſpective counties ſhall have 
liberty, at the riſque of the plaintiff, en ſpecial eccaſions, to depute any meet 
perſon to ſerve any particular writ or proceſs; which deputation fhall appear 
entered on the back ot ſuch writ or proceſs : any thing in this act to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding, | m 

And be it further enaied by the authority aforeſaid, That no perſon ſhall be pv ts tabs 
allowed to act as Deputy-Sherift, until he take the oath of office. outh of effley, 

Provided nevertheleſs, That when any perſon ſhall be deputed to ſerve a writ dent. 
on ſome ſpecial occaſion, as aforeſaid, and ſhall make oath before ſome Juſtice 
of the Peace that he truly and faithfully ſerved the tame, according to his en- 
dorſement thereon, and that he did not fill up ſaid writ, and ſuch oath being 
endorſed thereon, or properly certified by the authority adminiſtering the ſame, 


ſuch ſervice ſhall be good and valid in law: any thing in this act to the con- 
tary notwithſtanding, 


Nan Provided | 
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Treviſo, Provided alſo, That nothing in this act ſhall extend to prevent the Sheriff, 
in their ſeveral counties, from deputing each other to ſetve as Deputies, in 
yi, {heir reſpeRive counties. 

., uit not And be it further enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That all writs and pro- 
u. % writ to ceſſes that ſhall be ſerved or executed by any Deputy-Sheriff, not qualified as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be void, and abate. | 
ofegr fora nem, And no Sheriff, Deputy-Sheriff, or Conſtable, ſhall be allowed any fees for a 

nun oft inventus return, on any writ delivered to them to ſerve and returo, 

vn. And be it further enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That any Sheriff, or De- 

— d. puty-Sheriff, who ſhall neglect for the ſpace of one month, after receiving any 

— 2a. Proclamations ef the Governor, ads, journals, or other proseedings of the 
Aſſembly, or warrants from the. Treaſurer of this State to Collectors of State 
taxes, to be by him diſpecſee, to carry them to the reſpective towns as directed, 
and to take a receipt of the Town Clerk of each town for the ſame, or in hu 
abſence of a Juſtice of the Peace, or one ot the Sclectmen ef ſuch town, ſhall, 
for every ſuch negleR, forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of the county where the 
offeace is committed, the ſum of five pounds, lawful money, for each month's 
omiſſion ; to be proſecuted to effect by the State's Attorney for that county, 
before any Court proper te try the ſame, and recovered to and for the ule of 
the county, and ſhall not be allowed any reward fer ſuch fervices, unleſs upon 
ſuch receipts taken as aforeſaid. > d 


\ 
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ad Feb. ay» 
1757. An act to prevent the ſpreading of the Smallpox. 
une W E RE AS many inconveniences bave beretofore ariſen, and. may 9 


future ariſe, by the ſpreading of tbe ſmalipox, without due regulation. 


To prevent which, 
L E it enaHed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That when 
any perſon in any town within this State, ſhall be found to be infected 
thoſe whe take With the ſmallpox, it ſhall be the duty of the Sele&men, by the advice of the 
tho ſmallper, authority of the ſame town, immediately to prepare a place for him or het, 
FN where it ſhall be thought by them moſt convenient io pteveat the ipreading of ihe P 
ſame, and convey ſuch infected perſon to ſuch place, as ſoon as may be, uolels 
a ſkiltul Phyſician or nurſe, who ſhall be applied to, fhall judge that he or (be I la 
ca'-not be moved without endangering his or her lite; in which cafe it ſhall it! 
be the duty of the ſa'd Selectmen to let ſuch perſon remain ; and in both WW ev: 
caſes to take all prudent ſteps to prevent ſpreading the diſeaſe : and no ſuch the 
perſon ſhall come out of ſuch infected or peſthouſe until ſufficiently cleanſed, hi 
and libeity be fi. ſt had and obtained from the Selectmen, or ſome perion & bo! 
perions by them appointed for that purpole, And 
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And it ſhall be the duty of the ſaid Select men, immediately to employ and 
procure a Phyſician or Phy ficians, and aurſes, as well as nect ſſaries for ſuch _ — 4, w.4 
perſons, as the nature of the caſe may require, at the coſt of the infected perſon, 
if ſuch infected perſon, or his or her triends do not procure the lame, and it 
he or ſhe have no eſtate, at the coſt and expence of the town where ſuch perſon 
does belang. | 

And be * further enaed by the auiberity aforeſaid, That if any perſon in n. 
any town within this Scate, ſhall voluntarily, either give or take, the infection Ade, 
of che ſmallpox, without firſt having obtained liberty from the Seledtmen — 
of the town, and under ſuch dicedt ions, regulations and teſtrictions, as 
the ſaid Selectmea ſhall fiad neceſſary, to prevent the ſpreading ſaid infection, 
or ſhall break ſuch regulations or reſtrift-ang, or any part thereof, and be 
thereaf oonviſted before any Court proper to try the ſame, he ſhall forfeit and 
pay a ſum not exceeding fitcy pounds lawful money, at che diſcretion of the 
Court before whom the conviction ſhall be had, to be recovered by action or 
information, the one half to the perſon or perſons who ſhall proſec ute to effect, 
and the other half to the treaſury of the town where ſuch offence ſhall be com- 
mitted, for the uſe of the ſaid town. 

Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon ſhall know =: 
of any perſons being infected in any manger with the ſmallpox in this State, . _— — 
contrary to the true intent of this act, and not immediately acquaint the autho- ther's having the 
rity or Select men of ſuch toon in which ſueh intected perſon reſides, or ſome — — — 
of them, of the ſame, and be thereof convicted, he or ſhe ſhall forfeit and pay 
a ſum not exceeding ten pounds lawful money, at the diſcretion of the Court 
before whom the conviction ſhall be had; to be recovered and applied as 
aforeſaid ;z and if the eonvicted perſon or perſons, in either ot the caſes before- 
mentioned, ſhall not have eſtate ſufficient to ſatisfy ſuch judgment, and ceſt, 
the Court before whom the trial is had, is hereby authorized and ditected, to 
diſpoſe of him or her is lervice, a ſufficient time to pay the ſame, 
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An aR for preventing Stone Horſes running at large in this State, 8 1 


B* it enacted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if auy 2 _—_ be 
pecion ſhall (uffer any ſtatlion, of one year old and upwards, to run at iet & ims 
a gon any of the commons or highways in this State, whether fettered or not, wo; 
It ſhall and may be lawful for any perſon to take up, caſtrate and impound, 
every ſuch horſe or colt ; which caſtration ſhall be at the riſque and charge of | 
the owner. And if the owner is known, the impounder ſhall forthwith inform — it 
him thereof; and if being ſo informed, he ſhall neglect or refuſe to redeem ſuch the owner does 
horſe or colt, within twenty-four hours atter ſuch notice given, by paying all“ 
volt and charge that hath ariſen by reaſon of ſaid ſtallion being taken up, caſ- 

tratedy 
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2 | T is bereby enaded by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That who- 
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trated, impounded, and trouble of giving information, it ſhall and may be 
lawtul for the Conſtable of the town where ſuch horſe or colt 1s impounded 
to ſell ſaid horſe or colt, at an outcry, after poſting him ten days before ſuch 
ſale. And the monies that ſhall be collected by ſuch ſale, after Paying the 
neceſſary charges, coſts and damages, if any there be, ſhall be paid to the owner 
of ſuch horſe or colt, And if the owner is not known, the Conſtable of ſuch 
town ſhall cry ſuch ſtallion in the ſame, and in the three next adjoining town, 
by poſting his natural and artificial marks twenty days ; and it no owner ap. 
pears within twenty days, te diſpoſe of ſuch horſe or colt as directed in cale 
where the owner is known, and neglected or refuſed to redeem them: and the 
monies ariſing trom ſuch ſale or ſales, if any there be, over and above all col, 
charges, and damages, ſhall be put into the treaſury of ſuch town, where ſuch 
horle or colt were impounded, there to be kept for the owner ; and if the 
owner of ſuch ſtallion doth nec appear within one year after ſuch impounding, 
the money ſhall belong to, and be appropriated to the ule of the town where 
ſuch ſtallion is imoovaded, 


Oele eee. 


* 8 An act concerning Strays and loſt Goods. 


them in towa 1 ever ſhall take up any ſtray beaſt, or find any loſt goods of the value ol 
e office. ve ſhillings, or upwards, the owner whereof is unknown, ſhall cauſe to be 
recorded in the Town Clerk's office of the town where they are found, a true 
deſcription thereof, with the natural or artificial marks of the fame, and the 
name of the keeper thereof, within twelve days after the finding of ſuch goods 
or beaſt ; and ſhall alſo advertiſe the lame, in at leaſt two of the moſſ public 
places of the town where the ſame were found, upon penalty that the perfon (0 
finding or keeping ſuch goods or beaſt, and failing in his duty herein, 
ſhall for ſuch default forfeit the value of ſuch leſt goods, or ſtray bealt; 
ene half to the complainer, and the other half to the Town Treaſurer. 
| And it the owner ſhall appear within fix months after regiſtering and adver- 
| > dpi tiſiag ſuch loſt goods, or ſtray beaſt, and make good his title, he ſhall have 
reftitucion of the ſame, firſt paying all neceſſary charges for the trouble and 
care taken about ſuch goods or beaſt, and coſts, which the next Juſtice of ihe 
Peace ſhall adjudge. | | 
Goods tobe - And if no owner ſhall appear within the ſaid ſix months, ſuch Juſtice may, 


n on application, appoint three judicious frecholdets, who ſhall, under oath, 2p. 
| praiſe ſuch goods or beaſt according to the true and juſt value hereof it 
Owner appearing Money. b ES 


goots to be «- And if the owner ſhall appear within ſaid fix months next after ſuch ap- 
19885 praiſal, and make goed his claim as aforeſaid, and pay all nece ſſaty d 
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the trouble and care taken about ſuch goods or beaſt, and coſts to that time, — 
(to be adjudged of as aſorefaid) he ſhall have reſtitution of the ſame, or the 
, value thereof, at the eleQion of the finder, occerding to the appraiſal atareſaid. 
h And if no owner Mall appear within twelve months and a day, after the- te- on "x 
0 giſtering and aavertiliag of ſuch loft goods or ſtray beaſt, the value thereof, Crunk? * 
1 accordmg to the appraiſal afercſaid, Mall (after all juſt dues to the — 
a Reeper, and regiſter, are defrayed) be to the ule of the treaſury of the town 
% where ſuch gouds or ſtray beaſt were found. 
pr And the « ect men of ſuch town are hereby fully empowered to recover and 
a receive the ſame, fer the uſe of ſaid town. | 
y Always provided, That it the keeper of ſuch loft goods or ſtray beaſt ſhall yrs 
„ve farchtul in taking care of them, ſuch goods or beaſt fhall be at the riſque 
I of the owner. And that no beaſt ſhall be taken up as a ſtray, except it be 
: found in a ſuffering condition, or manifeſtly ſtray ing from its owner, 
re 
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An act for aſcertaining the expence of making Surveys in certain caſes therein . 68. uh 
mentioned, 1. 


TY E- it enaFed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermant, That where any I. 
B ſurveys have been made ot lands ſold at public vendue for raifing the fate, — 
and tax granted by the General Aſſembly, at their ſeſſions at Weſtminſter, in — .. 
de October 1783, and returned into the proper office as the law directs, and the u © 8 
coſt of ſuch ſurvey has not been returned, or if the proprietor, landowner, er 
v rſon employed to redeem ſueh land, ſhall think the coſt returned on ſuch 
urvey unreaſonable, he may apply to two of the next Juſtices of the Peace, '& 
who mall, on ſuch application, examine the matter, and ſhall allow for the 
* coſt of any ſuch ſurvey, ſuch ſum as they ſhall judge reaſonable, and ſhall 
| certify the ſame to the Clerk in whoſe office ſuch ſurvey is lodged ; and the 
f. Clerk ſhall, in the redemption ef any ſuch land as aforeſaid, take no more for 
le coſt of ſurvey thaa the ſum that ſhall be ſo certified, and the legal intereſt; 
and the perſon entitled to the redemption money in ſuch caſe, ſhall demand of 
- the Clerk no more for his ſurvey than che ſum ſo allowed, and certified as 
aforeiaid, with legal intereſt, 
the And be it further enacled by the authority aforeſaid, That in caſe ſuch Juſtices n. 
call. un examination, determine the charges are too high, then the expence _= D 
1ay of ſuch procedure ſhall be deducted from tuck redemption money, as may be 
Wl *f&fled by ſuch Court: and in caſe ſaid Juſtices ſhall not abate ſuch bill of 


fin colt as aforelaid, then the pecſon applying ſhall pay all ſuch expence. 
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16 | Sureties and Scire Facias. 

* A An aft concerning Sureties and Scire Facias. 

Fn E it enaZted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whenever 
a any perſon or perſons, not being freeholders in this State, ſhall apply tg 


bond of proferu- any perion having authority to iſſue writs, for any proceſs whatſoever, to bring 
or ſummon any perſon or perſons to anſwer before any Court in this Staw, 
there ſhall be ſufficient ſecurity given to the defendant or defendants, by way 
of recognizance, to the latisfaQtion of the authority ſigning ſuch proceſs, before 
the ſigning thereof, that the plaintiff or plaintiffs ſhall proſecute his, her, a 
their writ to effect, and ſhall anſwer all damages if a judgment ſhall be render. 
ed againſt him, her, or them. A minute of which recognizance, with the 
name of the ſurety or ſureties, and ths ſum in which they are bound, ſhall be 
made upon the ſaid writ, at the time of the ſigning thereof, and figned by ſuch 
authority: and if any writ de otherwiſe iFued, the ſame ſhall abate. 

II. Be it further enadted by the authority aforeſaid, That no ipecial warrant, to 
2 apprehead the body of any perion, ſhall be granted by any Magiſtrate, before 
the perſon praying out ſuch warrant has given ſufficient ſurety or ſureti:s,, u 


A minute of 
hbad to be made. 


4 the acceptance of ſuch Magiſtrate, by way of recognizance, to the perſon com- 


plained of, that ſuch perſon requeſting the warrant will proſecute his complaint 
to effect, and anſwer all damages it he does not ſuppert it; a minute of which 
recognizance ſhall be made and ſigned as is herein betore directed in civil 
cauſes: and if any warrant ſhall otherwiſe iſſue, the priſoner ſhall be diſchar- 

from the ſame, and recover his coſts againſt the complainer.. 
Provided, That an informing officer ſhall not be obliged te give fuch ſurety, 

in the proſecution of criminals or delinquents. 
m. Be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That bail may be taken by 
andere any perion ſerving an attachment, cauling the ſurety or ſureties to endarke his 
or their names or marks on the precepis; by virtue whereof the furety or 
ſureties ſhall be holden to ſatisfy the judgment, in caſe the return of won of 
inventus be legally made on the execution, unleſs juſt cauſe ſhall be ſhown to 
the contrary, at the return of a writ of ſcire faciat, to be iſſued againſt ſuch 
ſurety or ſureties, by the creditor or creditors, within one year from the time 
of rendering the original judgment; or unleſs the ſurety or ſureties ſhall render 
the body of the principal into Court, before entering the judgment upon the 
ſcire fatias, (an officer being preſent) ſhall pay the coſts upon the ſcire facies, 
and move to be diſcharged ; in which caſe the Court ſhall direct an officer t9 
receive the principal into cuſtody, that his body may be taken in execution; 
and it ſhall be lawful fer ſuch officer to detain the principal ſo long as the 
Court ſhall direct, not exceeding twenty days from the riſing of the Court. 
And in caſe a writ of ſcire ſacias againt the bail, iſſued within one yet 
from the time of rendering the original judgment, ſhall be returned Fire ſec, 
and no juſt cauſe ſhywn te the contrary, or the principal rendered ag atorelaid, 
judgment ſhall be given for the original debt or damages, and _— with 75 
5 5 dition 
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additional coſts of ſuit, and execution ſhall iſſue accordingly : and that no ſuit — ry bo 
ſhall be proſecuted againſt any officer, or other perſon taking bail in manner ſafficieat. 
aforeſaid, where the bail ſhall be ſufficient. 

And every ſurety of whom ſuch recovery is had, or who ſhall otherwiſe ſuſ- — 4 
tain damages by being bail, ſhall have right to recover all ſuch damages as he 
ſhall ſo ſuſtain, againſt the principal. 

Provided, That nothing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to prevent the w. 
bail from delivering the principal into Court, before or during the term in 
which the original judgment ſhall be entered, ia diſcharge of him or them- 
ſelves. 

And be it further enaRed by the authority aforeſ1id, That when any officer, or * 
other perſon ſerving an attachment, or authority iſſuing a replevin, ſhall take dat bas, K. 
inſufficient bail, or ſuteties in the action, he ſhall be liable to anſwer all dama- Wie. 
ges to the creditor or creditors, his or their executors, adminiſtrators or aſſigns, 
who may recover the ſame againſt the perſon taking ſuch inſufficient bail or 
ſoretics, his heirs, executors or adminiſtrators, in a ſpecial action on the caſe, 
to be brought for that purpoſe, | 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That whenever the con- v. 
dition of any bond, legally taken by a Sheriff, Goaler, or other officer, for Bond for liberty 
giving liberty to a debtor, being in confinement, ſhall be broken, ſuch bond * 
ſhall be aſſignable to the creditor, who may maintain action thereon in his or 
her own name, and ſhall be entitled to all privileges and advantages thereon, 
which the Sheriff or other officer taking the ſame would be if the ſuit was 
brought by him. And no action ſhall be maintained againſt any officer taking and he oblige 
ſuck bond, for an eſcape, or other cauſe mentioned in the condition thereof, © ©3545 
waleſs the creditor ſhall have ſued the bond taken by ſuch officer, and aſſigned 
as aforeſaid, and is unable to recover the debt or damages; if the Sheriff, or 
other officer who took the bond, ſhall upon demand made, transfer ſuch bond 
to the creditor : and it the ſigner of the bond ſhall be unable to ſatisfy the jr fable, the ofs 
judgment recovered thereon, or it the ereditor ſhall be unable to recover judg- f* ts pay de- 
ment againſt them on account of the neglect, laches or default of the officer, 
the creditor may ſue the officer taking ſuch bond, upon the original cauſe of 
ation, and ſhall recover againſt him all damages which ſuch creditor ſhall 
have (uſtained, 

And be it further enaed by the autbority aforejaid, That when any Juſtice of vr. 
the Peace ſhall have rendered judgment in any cauſe, on confeſſion or other- 5% fl. ue Cie 
wiſe, and before execution ſhall be granted thereon ſhall die, or be otherwiſe — 
removed, the party recovering ſuch judgment ſhall have right to a ſcire facias, A e 
returnable at the County Court ot the county in which ſuch judgment was testen. "> 
had, or before a Juſtice of the Peace, if within his cognizance, againſt the 
defendant cr defendants ; and upon producing to the ſaid County Court or . 


Juſtice, the record of the ſaid judgment, or à copy atteſted by the Juſtice ſo 


removed, 
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removed, Mall recover a judgment for ſuch ſum as ſhall appear to be opa 
and tor all additional coſts,; and execution Hall iſſue accordigglj. 
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ne, An act for appointing County Surveyors in the counties, and for directing and 
757. regulating them in the execution of their office. 1 


County courts NE ff ne &y the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That there ſhall 
appoint county be appointed by the County Courts of the reſpeRive counties in thi 
vert. State, from time to time, as there ſhall be occaſion, one or more perſons in 


each county in this State, of n moſt kilful and honeſt inhabitants of their 
reſpective counties, to be Public or County Surveyors,or Surveyors for laying 
out lands, and for running of the bounds of lands alteady laid out, accordin 
to their original grants, as need ſhall require,; and for the running of lng 
between different proprietors and perſons, and other ſervices proper for 4 
Surveyor to do; who hall be ſufficiently ſkilled in the Surveyor's art, and be 
Wye mall te fürniſhed with inſtruments ſuitable and ſufficient for that ſervice, who being 
dora. firſt ſworn by any Juſtice of the Peace to the due execution of his office, ſhall 
| | have full power and authority to execute ſaid office, in the reſpeRive counties 
for which they are or ſhall be appointed. | 
l That when and lo often as any County Surveyor ſhall be employed in doing 
e to be any ſervice in bis office, and there 'ſhall, be occaſion for carrying the chain to 
; meaſure lines, that the men employed to carry the ehain-ſhall take the oath 4 
law appointed tor them; which oath ſuch Surveyor is hereby fully empowerec 
to adminiſter to ſuch chainmen, as he calls to his aſſiſtance as aforeſaid. 
Gorregaraiazem- That when a County Surveyor is called out to run any line between adjoin- 
—— ing proprietors, and in order to find the-courſe from boundary to bounda 
be is obliged to un a random line to find the certain and true courſe, and 
ſo doing tuns on the land of adjoining proprietors, ſuch Surveyors ſhall not 
ay __ guilty of treſpaſs in ſo running ſuch random line, bus may lawfully 
do the ſame, ' eek %%%%ͤͤN ; ͤ . 
Provided, He do the (aid fervice in either of the months of March, Ap 
— October or November. | ka | fn 8 
1. Be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or perſons 
0 — A oh ſhall, by any way or means, oppole, hinder or interrupt, any County Surveydl 
3 in the due execution of his office, or ſhall by any way or means oppoſe, binder 
or interrupt, any Committee appointed by the General Afembly to run, fi 
or aſcertain, the bounds or lines between particular townſhips or proprietory, 
or for other buſineſs, or any orher perſon by them employed to aſſiſt in the 
running and fixing any ſuch line, or doing any other buſineſs which ſuch 
Committee ſhall be appointed for; every ſuch offender ſhall incur the penalty 


ef ten pounds, and be bound to his good behavior, with one or more [uretich 
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am_ 


at the diſcretion of the Court that hath cogniZance of ſuch offence , the one 
moiety of which penalty to be paid to the Trealurer of the county wherein 
the offence is committed, and the other moiety to the perſon who ſhall proſe- 
cute the ſame to eſtect. = 
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An act for reſtraining Swine from going at large. Tus Ad. my 


FOR the keeping of Swine within proper limils, 


E it enagted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no ſwine gu uae a 
ſhall be allowed to run at large on the highways or commons in this State; large to be inns 
and if any perſon or perſons ſhall allow his or their ſwine to run at large on 
the highways or commons aforeſaid, 1: ſhall be the duty of the Hayward (and 
it ſhall be lawful for any other perſon) to impound ſuch ſwine, and the owner 
or owners of ſuch ſwine ſhall pay the poundage, by law allowed, before they 
are releaſed out of pound. 
Always provided, That every town in this State ſhall have liberty to agree Provide 
other wile, celpecting the ſwine running within the limits of ſuch town, 


S. ODD aca cod. Hg co He 


An act for licenſing and regulating Tavernkeepers, My 


FOR the better regulating taverns, 


B* it enalled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the 3 
Magiſtrates, Seletmen, Conltables and Grand Jurors, of their reſpective —_ — 
towns in this State, ſhall ſome time in the month of March, annually, after ** 
the annual meeting for the choice @f town officers, nominate the perſon or 
perſons whom they, or the major part of them aſſembled for that purpoſe, 
think fic and ſuitable to keep houſes of public entertainment in the ſaid town, 
the enſuing year : which nomination being preſenied to the next County — 
Court in that county, ſuch Court may grant licences to ſuch perſons accord- 
ingly, to keep an houſe or houſes of public entertainment for the year enſuing, 
and ſhall grant licences to no other perſons in towns where ſuch nominations 
have been made; which licences ſhall be in ferce for one year next enſuing 
the fitting of the Court after ſuch nomination, and no longer. 

Provided nevertheleſs, That if there ſhall be no ſuch nomination made in 
any town or place, in any county in this State, where it ſhall be judged that a rrniyy 
houſe or touſes of public entertainment ſhould be kept, the County Court 
in ſuch county may grant licences to ſo many perlons, living within ſuch town 
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250 | Regulating Tavernkeepers. 


or place as aforeſaid, as to them ſhall ſeem neceſſary for the accommodation 
of the public: any thing in this act to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
© nn gg But if the County Court s of opinion that the number nominated in any 
town is too great, they ſhall have liberty to leſſen the ſame, and may alſo re. 
fuſe to grant licence te ſuch perſons as ſhall appear to them not ſuitable for 
ſuch truſt, notwithſtanding their nomination as aforeſaid : and fuch Court 
| [To take farety, mall take ſurety to the Treaſurer of the county, in the ſum of thirty pounds, 
5 of every ſuch perſon to whom ſuch licence ſhall be granted, for the due obſer. 
. vance of all the laws of this State reſpecting tavernkeepers, or houſes of public 
entertainment; 
coo ng . And be it further enafed by the authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall be the duty of 
tarecakeepers, the {everal County Courts in their teſpective counties, in their diſcretion, 
* according to the profits of the tavernkeepers in ſuch counties, from time to 
time, to prefix the lums to be paid into the county treaſury for the licences of 
ſuch tavernkeepers, not exceeding the ſum of ten pounds. : 
An Det further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That when and ſo often as the 
trerabatat, Authority, Select men, and Grand Jurymen, in any town, or where there is 90 
| Juſtice of the Peace living in any town, the Selectmen and Grand Jurors, ſhall 
uaderſtand that any man in ſuch town is a tavernhaunter, er ſpends his time 
idly,at any ſuch houſe of entertainment, they, or the major part of them, ſhall, 
at their diſcretion, cauſe the name of ſuch tavernhaunter to be poſted at the 
door of every tavern in the ſame town, by letting up a certificate under their 
hands, forbiding every tavernkeeper in ſuch town, on the penalties contained 
in this act, to entertain, or ſuffer the perſon therein named, to have or drink 
any ſtrong liquors, of any kind whatſoever, in or about their houſes, until ſuch 
Authority, Sclectmen and Grand Jurors, ſhall annul ſuch prohibition. And 
if ſuch tavernkeeper ſhall, after ſuch poſting of any perſon's name, and notice 
given by any of the ſaid Sele&men or Grand Jurors, ſuffer or permit any 
perſon poſted as aforeſaid, to drink any rum, wine, or other ſtrong liquor, in 
or about his houſe, or in any of the dependencies thereof, he ſhall pay, a3 
ne, the (um of ten ſhillings ter every ſuch offence. | 
And all Conſtables and Grand Jurors, in their reſpeRive towns, ſhall wake 
"OP . preſentment of all tavernkeepers who do not obſerve the laws atoreſaid, nor ketp 
moprefeatbiexch- due Order in their reſpective houſes, to the next County Court in that county, 
ene. at (heir fiſt ſitting, and ſuch Court ſhalb eauſe the perſon ſo preſented, forth- 
, ' With to appear before them, to anſwer ſuch preſentment ; and if upon «rial 
ſuch taveri.kreper be found guilty, the Court ſhall enter up judgment for ihe 
forteiture of the bond given, or procured to be given, by ſuch tavernkeepet, 
and for coſts; and (uch perſona ſhall ferthwith, betore ſaid Court, enter 19t94 
bond of ſixty pounds, in the tenor of the former bond, which ſhall alſo be 
proſ:.cured in like manner, in caſe of a forfeiture, . 
Aud be it ſuriber euacled by the autberity aforeſaid, That nd perſon or per- 
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Penalty for gel- ſons whatever io this State (excerpt ſuch as have licence from * 
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| Court of the county in which they dwell, for keeping a tavern or public des nn i 
houſe of entertainment, as in this act is provided) ſhall be a common innhold- How. * 

f er, taverner or ſeller of wine, beer, ale, cyder, or any other ſtrong liquors, 

; publiely or privately, by a leſs quantity than a quart of wine, rum or other 

r ſuch ſtrong liquors, or a gallon of cyder, beer or ſuch like drink, and | 

t that delivered and carried away all at one time, on the penalty of forteiting * 

8 and pay ing the ſum of three pounds for the firſt offence, and the ſum of ſix 1 

a pounds for the ſecond offence ; and fo double for every breach of this act he Wl 

0 mal! be convidted of: which fines ſhall be diſpoſed of, half to him who com- "F 
plains and proſecutes to effect, and the other half to the eounty treaſury, 

f And when any perſon ſhall be duly convicted of keeping a tipling houſe, or Perfone wnable 

, ſelling ſtrong beer, ale, cyder, metheglin, wine, rum, or mixed drink, or any d pe es i 

0 ſtrong dring whatſoever, under the quantities before mentioned, without li- . .- 

14 cence firſt had and obtained from the County Court for the ſame, and ſhall 

be unable to pay the fine impoſed by law for ſuch tranſgreſſion, together with 

the coſts of proſecution, or ſhall not pay ſuch fine or charges, and likewiſe 

give bond for good behaviour, if ic be a ſecond conviction, within the ſpace 

of twenty-four hours after ſentence declared, it ſhall and may be lawful for two 

Juſtices of the Peace, or the Court before whom. the conviction ſhall be, to 

aſſign ſuch offender in ſervice, to any citizen of this State, for ſo long time as 

ſhall be necefary te ſatisfy ſaid fine, and eoſt, or to reſtrain the uffender in : 

priſon until ſuch fine and charges are paid, or ſecured. . 


FFP ; 
An act empowering the Authority and Sele&men of the ſeveral towns in this Pema Mirch 
State te abate a certain part of the ſeveral taxes. 8 
HERE As, it is impraflicable (in ſame inftances) to colle the ſeveral pu - 
taxes aſſeſſed on the inhabitants, by reaſon of the death, removal, or ex- 
treme poverty of particular perſons; and it being unreaſonable that the Collectors 
Gould be chargeable toerewith : Therefore, | 


B E it enaRed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the Autho- L 
rity and Sclectmen of each cowa in this State be, and they are hereby, PR an ++ 
authorized and empowered to abate any part, or all, of any rate which has bete me. 
been aſſeſſed, or ſhall from time to time be aſſeſſed, on any ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons, inhabitants of any ſuch town or towns where ſuch authority and Seſect- 

men reſide, as may have died inſolvent, or removed out of the State, or other- 

wile 2xcome unable to pay the ſame, after ſuch taxes are aſſeſſed ;' or where it * 
ſhall otherwiſe appear to ſuch authority and Selectmen, that it is impracticable 

er for any ſuch Collector or Collectors to recover any ſuch tax or taxes, and that 

i iuch rate was not loſt by the negligence or inattention of ſuck Collector or 

Cui! ors 8 
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Regulating Land Taxes. 
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Collectors: and the ſaid authority ſhall take an account of the rates ſo aha. 
ted, and the Collector ſhall, in preſence of ſuch authority, endorſe the rates ſo 
abated, either in whole or in part; and the perſons by whom ſuch ſums ſo 
abated were payable, ſhall thenceforth be diſcharged, according to the abate. 
ment ſo made. | 
Proviſe, Provided always, That the ſum or ſums ſo abated, in any ſuch town, de not 
Colle gebend. exceed one twenieta part of the whole of any ſuch towns tax or taxes, 
og a beruft, And any ſuch Collector or Collectors, obtaining a certificate under the handy 
to allowed ot the major part of ſuch authority and Selectmen of any ſuch town; and deli. 
vered to the Treaiurer, or perſon to whom the tax is payable, ſhall be received 
by him for ſuch part of any ſuch tax or taxes, as are particularly ipecifi:d in 
ſuch certificate: any act to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
oe N. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the following ſhall 
— — 42 be the turm ot bills of abatement on State taxes, and that on other taxes, the 
: bills ſhall be as near ſimilar thereto as circumftances will admit of, viz. Ata 


13 meeting of the authority and Sclectmen of „ on application of A. B. 
4 Collector of State taxes for ſaid town, to abate part of a tax granted by the 
. General Aſſembly, at their ſeſſion in ——, 17—, of on the pound, on 


q the lift of 19y— on due examination, we do hereby abate the ſum of (— 
| on ſaid tax. | | | 


* N 
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pales Merck £ An act regulating the diſpoſition of the Monies raiſed by tax on lands in the 
197. ſeveral towns, for the purpoſe of making roads, building bridges, &c. 
. a | | 


/ HEREAS, it is ſcund, that the menies raiſed by taxing the lands, Jor tht 
Friamble, pn peſe of clearing and mending roads in the ſeveral towns, bas not been ji 
peru htiy expended as might de: and whereas, it is enatied, that any landbolcer 
_ having his (and taxed, all have the privilege of paying his tax in labour on ſaid 
roads; hel the Collectors have beretofore given ſo ſhort notice, that no perſon, un. 
leſs thoſe in th? tewn where ſuch tax is raiſed, could be benefited thereby. 

| T heretore, 2h | Wh 
Eis eraded by the General Aſſembly of the State of Verment, That in future 
. the Collectors dt taxes laid on lands for making and mending roads, (by 
icke des, gang ot the Aſfrhbiy) Wall publiſn the ſame in the Vermont Gazette and 
e. % Journal; at.katt threr months before the ſale of ſaid land, and in the mean dme 
938 there ſnhall be a Committee appointed, whele duty ſhall be to ſuperintend and 
raden may JEE the wotk done: and if any perſon fhall appear to pay his tax by labor, at 
work ovt their any time before the day of ſale ſufficient to pay his tax, the faid Com mittee 
22 {hall ſet him to wol k en ſaid roads, who ſhall have the privilege of working on 
{uch roads or bridges, until he has paid his tax, and his land ſhall not be ſold 

al vendue. 2242 | Act 5 en 
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* And to prevent diſputes about the price of labor, | 
1 Be it enafled by the authority aforeſaid, That the price for labor ſhall be four ,. 4 
ſo fillings per day, the perſon boarding himſelt, in that ſeaſon of the year from. 
- the ficſt of May till the firſt of October, and in any other ſeaſon three ſhillings 


per Cay. | 


An act to make certain articles of perſonal property a tender on execution, in . M 


caſes therein mentioned. 1757. 
I HEREA 
to ſalisf5 


> 


brough the ſcarcily of a circulating medium, it is very difficult rπ¹ 
debts in ſpecie. Therefore, 


E it enafted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That neat cattle, 
beef, pork, ſheep, wheat, rye, and Indian corn, ſhall be a lawful tender, ade, 468 
it turned out by the debtor on any execution; and it is hereby declared to be . de en ung 
the duty of an officer having any execution, to levy the ſame en any or all the «50m 
atoreſaid eſtate, ſo turned out by the debtor : and ſuch eftate ſo turned out 
and taken in execution ſhall, unleſs the debtor ſhall within four days otherwiſe 
ſatisfy luch execution, be appraiſed to the creditor, at the place where by the IP 
contract the payment was limited to be made, it within this State, or where no — * 
place of payment was mentioned in the contract, at the ſignpoſt in the town 
where the plaintiff lives, if within the State: but if the plaintiff ſhall live 
witheut the State, and no place of payment within the ſame ſhall have been 
limited in the contract, then at the ſignpoſt in the town where the property 
ſhall*be taken, er other place where the parties may agree. - And the appraiſ- 
eis of ſuch eſtate ſhall be appointed in the ſame manner as the appraiſers of 
real eſtate are by law to be appointed: and all reaſonable charges of ſuch ap- cbt to 6 WM 
praiſement ſhall be ſatisfied by the officer, out of the debtor's eſtate, And the fu. ma 
appraiſers before they proceed to execute their truſt, ihall take the following 
oath, which ſuch officer is hereby empowered to adminiſter, viz, 
You being appointed to appraiſe ſuch eftate as ſhall be preſented to you, A, oath 
e do ſwear, that all parttality, prejudice, and other ſiniſter reſpefts laid afide, you will | 
y #ppraiſe the ſaid eſtate according to the juſt value thereof in money, to the creditor or 
d creditors who is to receive the ſame ;, and that you will do therein acccording to your 
beft judgment and conſcience. So help you God, 
Provided always, That this ad ſhall not extend to executions iſſued on any — 
Judgment obtained, where the cauſe ot action aroſe ſince the firſt day of July, 
1782 : and it ſhall be certifi:d on ſuch execution, at what time the cauſe of 
action on which judgment ſhall be rendered, did ariſe. 
And be it ſurther enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That when the article 
turned out by the debtor, and appraiſ-d to the creditor as aforeſaid, ſhall ſur- 
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Where the article mount the ſum, due on the execution and coſts, ſuch ſurplus ſhall be Payable 
. — by the creditor, at his or her dwelling-houſc, if within this State, to the debtor 
Bbc. how pl, -. On his demand, in either of the articles herein before made a tender on execy. 
tion: and if the creditor is not an inhabitant of this State, the ſame (hall be 


payable at the dwelling-houſe of the creditor's agent or attorney, in the articky 
atoreſaid, Iv 


Bren Ogre Br Sl oorods Hoc 


hm „ An act giving remedy againſt Tenants in Common, &c. who are delinquent 
in payment of Taxes, | 


** 
HERE 41S it is neceſſary to give relief to ſuch coparceners. joint tenants, an 
Preamble. tenants in common, who bave paid, or ſhall pay, their proportion of any tax 
er taxes, which bave been or ſhall be aſſeſſed on lands hing in common, when part 
of ſuch lands have been, or ſhall be ſold, for payment of ſuch taxes. Therefore, 


County Cent E it enatted by the Genera! Aſſembly of the State of Verment, That it ſhall 
B and may be lawful tor any County Court of the county in which ſuch 
land as aforeſaid has been or ſhall hereafter be fold, upon application of ary 
one or more owners of land held in coparcenary, jointenancy, or in common, 
to nominate and appoint two or more diſcreet frecholders, (who ſhall be ſworn 
by any Juſtice of the Peace of the ſame county, to the faithful diſcharge of 
their trult) to appraiſe the land fo ſold, or which may hereafter be fo ſold, for 
the payment of taxes; and to let off co the part owner or owners. who have 
not been delinquent, io much of the remainder of the land ſo held in coparce- 
nary, jointenancy, or in common, as the ſaid a»praijers ſhall judge te be a full 
recompence for the land ſo fold, and neceflary charges, which ſuch part 
owner or owners not delinquent, thall have been at in procuring ſuch recom- 
penee ; and the certificate of ſuch appraiſers, or the major part of them, that 
they have ſet off ſuch land to ſuch part owner or owners, recorded in the 
Town Clerk's office, or for want thereof, in the County Clerk's office, ſhall 
veſt the title of ſaid land, fo ſet off, in the perſon or perſons to whom the ſame 
ſhall be ſet off, in ſeveralty, ia as full and ample a manner as a deed from the 
delinquent owner or owners might or could have done, 
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xc +} An act for the puniſhment of Theft. | 
Pena'ty for f- DE it enaFed by the Genera! Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whatever 
TT. x perſon ſhall ſteal any money, gods or chaicels, and be thereof convicted, 
| - thall make reſtitution thereof, and forteit and pay treble the vaſue of the 
money, 
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money, goods or chattels, ſo ſtolen, unto the owner or owners thereof, and be 
further puniſhed by fine, at the diſcretion of the Court or Juſtice that hath 
cognizance of ſuch offence, not exceeding ten pounds, or by whipping on the 
naked back, not exceeding thirty-nine laſhes. | 
And if any ſuch offender be unable to make reſtitution, and pay ſuch three Thief unable, te 
fold damages, he or ſhe ſhall make ſatisfaction by lervice ; and the proſecutor — * 
ſhall be, and is hereby empowered, to diſpoſe of ſuch offender in ſervice, for 
ſuch time as he or ſhe ſhall be aſſigned to fuch proſecutor by the Court before 
whom the proſecution ſt:all be; which ſuch Court is hereby empowered to do, 
for the payment of ſuch damages, and recompence of ſuch goods ſtolen, 
And if any perſon or perſons ſhall conceal or harbour any thief, or receive Penalty for being 
any ſtolen goods, knowing them to be ſuch, unleis with intent to reſtore them 
to the owner, every ſuch perſon io concealing or receiving, (hall ſuffer and be 
puniſhed as he or they who commit the theft. 
And every Juſtice of the Peace in the county where ſuch offence ſhall be Jobices jurildiet 
committed, is hereby authorized to hear and determine all offences againſt dea. * 
this act, when the value of the goods ſtolen ſhall not exceed two pounds. 


SUB D rn og Ho 


Aa act againſt taking or deſtroying White-Pine, or aay other valuable Nr _ "7 
Timber. mo" 


WW EREAS many perſons ſuſtain damages by their timbers being diftroyed in rumble 
Connetiicut- River, Which to prevent in future, 


B. it enabled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That whoſoever n hs 


ſhall op, take away, deſtroy, or in any way damage, white-pine, or any lag eleyer 5 


other valuable timber, having any artificial mark thereon, or deface ſuch mark 


on any timber, within the banks of the River Connecticut, and be thereof 
legally convited before any Court within this State proper to try the ſame, 
ſhall pay to the owner or owners of ſuch timber, treble damages, and coſt of 
proſecution. 

Provided always. ard be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That when — 
ſueh logs or valuable timber, ſhall be left by any flood or freſhet in the inclo- where togs ae 
ſure or on the improved land of any perſon, to the prejudice of his, her, or aptly 
their land, or private buſineſs, or in any public highway, green or common, 
to the prejudice oi ihe public, and ſuch timber be removed, and a true record 
of the length, diimeter, and artificial marks thereof, made by the Town 
Clerk of the town where tuch timber lies, and the owner ſhall not within nine 
months next afrer ſuch record, take away ſuch timber or logs, and pay all 
neceflary colt and damage, ſuch logs or timber ſhall be to his, her, or their 
vie whoſe #and, it is left upon; but it on an highway, to him who booked it: 
any td. ag in tais AR notwithſtanding = "ij An 
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156 Town Clerks Office and Duty. 
9 "as 9, An act direfting Town Clerks in their Office and Duty. 

I. E it enaFed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That it ſhall be 
—_ " the duty of the Town Clerk or Regiſter, in every town in this State, tg 
*. record all marriages, births and deaths, of perſons in their towns ; and that all 


| Who te bring ia Patents and maſters ſhall bring in to the Clerk of the town to Which they be. 


tor record, &. Jong, the names of ſuch perſons who ſhall have been born, or ſhall have died, 
while under their charge or care : in like manner it ſhall be the duty of exccy. 
tors and adminiſtrators, to preſent to the Town Clerk for record, the name of 
the deceaſed to whoſe. eſtate they are executors or adminiſtrators ; alſo that 
every new married man ſhall bring the time of his marriage, ſufficiently proy. 
ed, either by a certificate from the perſon who married him, or by other legal 
proof, to the Clerk of the town where one of the parties reſide, or the marriage 
ſhall be ſolemnized, within one moath after ſuch marriage, birth or death: 
and every perſon fo neglecting, ſhall forfeit the ſum of four ſhillings for each 
month's negleR. 


Penalty for neg- 
le&. » 


|. Grandjurern te And the Clerks of every town ſhall, as far as they are able, give in u 


a.. account of all ſuch neglects to the Grand Jury, who ſhall make preſentment 


thereof to the next Juſtice of the Peace; which forfeitures Hall be paid to 


the Town Treaſurer. 
1. And be it furtber enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That the ſeveral Town 


"Town clerks to 


Lad to the ten- Clerks in this State, ſhall reſpectively caule to be delivered to the Treaſurer 
eto can. of the State, certificates of the names of the firft Conſtables of their towns, 1 
. or before the riſing of the next ſeſſion of the Legiſlature after ſuch Cooflable 
ſhall be choſen, on penalty of forfeiting to the treaiury ot the State, five pound 
tor each neglect ; to be ſued for and recovered in behalf of this State, by the 
Secretary of the State tor the time being, in an actien to be brought on this 
ſtatute, in his own name, 10 8 | | 
1 Be it further enacted by the autbority aforeſaid, That there ſhall be a ſuitable 
— 5 © book or books tor regiltering, kept in cach town in this State, (at the colt of 
the town) with an index or alphabet to the ſame : in which heck or books, 
the Town Clerk ſhall record every mans houſe and lands granted and meaſured 
out to him, with the bounds and quantities of the ſame, and date the tive of 
his entering all ſuch rechdrds. And the Town Cletk in eachcowt ſhall keep 
Votes, At. en the town buyk or books in their reſpective towns, and ſhaii truly enter 10 the 
ths *. ſaid book or bucks, all votes of the ſaid town, prants or cunveyances of lands, 
choice of town officers, and the other town acts and matters, G@ponthis coach; 
(except when at any town meeting he ſhall neceflarily be abſent) and 
grant copies of the ſame, as need ſhall require, for reaſona'le ſatisfaction: 
gad. Ames to fur - And it is hereby declared to be the exprels duty of the Seletmen of any tow", 
dic towa books. upon application of the Town Clerk, to furniſh him with any or all the books 
Penalty for amt before named, as the ſame ſhall be needed. And every town which ſhall be 


' 


. unfurniſhed with ſuch books, or either of them, ſhall forfeit for each month's 
| ; omiſſion, 


Penalty for ncg- 
le. 
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omiſſion, the ſum of ten ſhillings for each of the ſaid books, to be recovered 
by any perſon who will ſue for the ſame one half to his or their uſe, and the 
other to the uſe of the county treaſury of the county where ſuch town lies, 


. oo 
An act for empowering the Inhabitants of the reſpective Towns in this State, P. Fob. o * 
to tax themſelves on certain occaſions: m—m_ 


TO enable the ſeveral towns to raiſe money to defray their contingent expences, Preamble 


E it enatted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the inha- , m u 
bitants of the reſpective towns in this State, having previouſly received at ttewſdres. 
lraft ten days warning from their Selectmen, of the matter to be debated, be, 

and they are hereby authorized, at their annual or any other town meeting, togranc 

a tax upon themſelves for ſuppurt of the poor in ſuch towns, for defraying 

thelr incidental charges, or for any o her purpoſe which they may deem neceſ- 

ſary, not inconſiſtent with the conſtitution and laws of this State. 
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An act for regulating Town and other Public Meetings, and directing the rewe Feb. n 
choice of Town Officers. 1997+ 


F OR preſerving decerum in public meetings, and better regulating the choice of pramble. 
Town Officers, and Petit Furors, 


p ; Penalty for 
town, ſociety, or proprietors meeting, or the meeting of any other com- tus behaving 


muaity, is lawfully aſſembled, it any perlon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall in — 
any ſuch meeting or aſſembly, by tumultuous no ſe, quarreling, or any ua- a 
lawful act, diſturb ſuch meeting, or kinder the members thereof trom proceed- 
ing to the choice of their Moderator, or after the choice of their Moderator 
ſhall vilify or abuſe him, or interrupt him in the diſcharge of his truſt ; or 
after he has commanded filence in ſuch meeting, ſhall ſpeak in the meetiog to 
the diſturbance of the buſineſs of the meeting, w.thout the Moderator's leave 
firſt had and obtained, (unleſs it be to aſk reaſonable liberty to ſpeak) ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſo offending in any of the particulars above-mentioned, 
contrary to the intent of this act, ſhall, tor every ſuch offence, forfeit and pay 
a fine not exceeding twenty ſhillings, to the treaſury of the town where luch 
oftence is committed. 

All offences againſt this act to be heard and determined before any Juſtice 
of the Peace, unleſs where the offence be aggravated by ſome notorious breach 

Rr 


B* it enafied by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That when any . 
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— wry ot the peace; in which cafe the offender ſhall be bound over by ſuch Juſtice 

perſons tobe to the next County Court, to anſwer for ſuch offenee, which Court may impoſe 

vound to county ſuch fine as the aggravation of the of-nce, in their judgment, deſerves, not 
exceeding five pounds, And no ſuch meeting ſhall be adjourned, but by the 
conſent ot the major part of the members pteſent. 

"IM: * And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the S:lectmen of 
—— each town in this State, ſhall ſet up a notification at iuch places as have bees 
R or ſhall be agreed on by the inhabitants who are by law qualified to vote in 

ſuch meeting, to meet at the meciing-houſe, or ſome other convenient place 
by them appointed in ſuch town, giving twelve days notice before the conyen- 
ing of ſuch meeting; Which ſhall be held ſome day in thejmonth of March, 
anaually, at ten o'clock in the morning; and where there {hall be no Sele- 
men in any town, upon the application ot tour of the freeholdersor credible inh. 
bitants of ſuch town, to a Juſtice of the Peace in the fame county, requeſting 
him to warn a meeting fur the purpole of elefting town officers, ſuch Juſtice 
is hereby empowered and required to warn ſuch meeting, 1a the lame manner 

the Sele&men are directed to purſue, | 
To chooſe mode- And it ſhall be the duty of the inhabitants when met as aforeſaid, to pro- 
n.. ceed to chooſe a Moderator for ſaid meeting, and Town Clerk or Regiſter : 
then they ſhall chooſe a number, not exceeding five, to be Selectmen, to take 
care of the prudential affairs of ſuch town; allo a Town Treaſurer, one ot 
two Conſtables, Liſters not exceeding five, Collectors of town rates, Leather 
5 Sealers, one or more Grand Jurors, one Poundkeeper to each diſtrict in every 
town, one or more Tythingmen, Haywards, Fenceviewers, Surveyors of 
Highways, Sealers of weights and meaſures, and every other town officer that 

the law of this State ſhall direR. | 

Ale men toke And the Selectmen of ſuch town ſhall forthwith, after ſuch choice, ſee that 
n toon. all the officers are ſworn to the faithful dilcharge of their reſpective offices, bj 
a Juſtice of the Peace; or in caſe no ſuch officer be preſent, by the Town Clerk, 
who ſhall make an entry in the records of ſuch "officer's being cholen and 

"Petit j ſworn ; then the SeleAmen, and Conſtable or Conſtables, with the Town 
mia. Clerk, and ſuch Magiſtrate 2s way be preſent, ſhall agree Upon a number of 

men that may be thought by them to be their prbportion of Petit Jurymen, i0 
attend the Supreme and County Courts the enſuing year; whleh numbet 
ſhall be nominated by ſaid authority, and choſen by the people preſeat, and 
ſhall be able diſcreet f:ceholders, 
Who are to be And the Town Clerk ſhall write the name of each of the perfons ſo choſen, 
—_ eat of te on a piece of paper, and put them into a box provided at the town colt for 
that purpoſe, and kept in his office : and when the Conſtable ſhall receive any 
warrant from the Clerk of the Supreme or County Court, to ſummon any 
number of men for Jurymeo, to attend and ſerve as ſuch at any of ſaid Courts, 
he ſhall repair to the Town Cle: k's office, and in his pteſence, ot in caſe he 


ial! be abſcar, in the preſence of one vi the ScleRmen of ſuch W 
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out of ſaid box the number his warrant ditects him to ſummon ; and having 
ſo done, he ſhall proceed to ſummon the men for Jurymen whoſe names are lo 
drawn: but if any of the men whoſe names ate fo drawn are gone trom home, 
or ſick, or otherwiſe unavoidably hindered from attending ſaid Court, — 
or names ſhail be returned into the box, and others in their room drawnAnd 
ſummoned as aforeſaid. | ; 

And in caſe at any time the number of Jurymen to be ſummoned is more tf the number is 
than there remaias in the box, the Conſtable ſhall, at his diſeretior, ſummon a mk hors 
(ufiicient number of able diſcreet freeholders to lupply ſuch place. mon others, = 

find be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it any perſon ſhall 
be cholen to any of the offices aforeſaid in this act, and ſhall refuſe to ſerve W od 
therein, or take the oath required by law, if he be able in perſon to execute fubng to arent 
the ſame, he ſhall forfeit and pay to the Treaturer of the town where be be- 
longs, a fine not exceeding four pounds; except ſuch perſon ſhall make it 
appear to a Juſtice of the Peace before whom the caſe ſhall be tried, that he is 
oppreſſed by ſuch choice, of that others are urjuftly exempted, 

and be it further enaed by the authority aforeſaid, That if the inhabitants of IV. 
any town in this State, having more than thirty families therein, ſhall negle& or CE — 
refuſe to chooſe any or either of the officers which by this act they are directed to to pay fe, &c. 
chooſe, ſuch town ſhall forefeit and pay to the treaſury of the county in which 
loch town lies, a ſum not exceeding ten pounds for each officer ſo neglected to be 
choſen ; to be recovered by the County Treaſurer, by action of debt, com- 
plaint or information, 
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An act agaioſt High Treaſon, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon, W 
E it enalled by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any I. 
perſon or perlons, belonging to, or reſiding within, this State, and under _ Pulley 
the protection of its laws, ſhall levy war againſt this State, or the government 
thercot z or knowingly and willingly ſhall aid or affiſt any enemies, at open 
war againſt this State, by joining their at mies, or by 1nliſting, or procuring 
othe:s to inliſt, into luch armies z or by furniſhing ſuch enemies with arms, 
ammunitionfprov:fions, or other articles, for their aid and comfort; or by 
carrying on a treacherous correſpondence with them; or ſhall form, or be 
any way Conceraed 1n forming, any combination, plot, or conſpiracy, for the 
ber:aving this State into the hands or poſſc ſſion of any enemy, State or power 
or hall give, or attempt to give, or ſend, any intelligence to any State or 
power tor that pu-pole; or (hall conſpire, or attempt, any invaſion, inſurrec- 
uod, or public rebellion, againſt this State; every perſon ſo offending, and 
being thereof convicted betore the Supreme Court, ſhall ſuffer death, 
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251 t. And be it furtbly enabled by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon & 


priGan oſueator. per ſons, belonging to, or reſiding within this State, and under the proteRion 
of its laws, ſhall endeavour to join the enemies of this State, or uſe their infly. 
ence to perſuade or laduce any perſon or perſons to join, aid, comfort or afſif 
them, in any way or manner whatſoever, or ſhall have knowledge of any perton 
or perſons endeavouring, or uſing their influence as aforeſaid ; or ſhall have 
knowledge of any peffug or perſons lecretly conſpiring or attempting any 
invaſion, inſottectioſ d n pubſic rebellion againſt this State, or forming 
any ſecret combination, or conſpiracy for betraying this State into the 
hands of any other power, and ſhall conceal the ſame z ſuch perſon or perſons, 
being duly convicted thereof before the Supreme Court of this State, ſhall be 
puniſhed by fine according to the nature and aggravation of the offence, and 
ſhall be impriſoned at the diſcretion of the ſaid Court, not exceeding ten 
years, 


DUR I ﬀ Hg oe _=> o woo ae 

Paſſed March $, 

1787 An act for puniſhing of Treſpaſſes in divers caſes, and directiag proceedings 

| therein, 

3 et- DE it enafied by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That no per- 
unt timber, &c. ſon or perſons ſhall cut, fell, deſtroy or carry away, any tree or trees, 
timber or underwood whatſoever, ſtanding, lying or growing on the land of 
any other perſon or perſons within this State, without leave of the owner or 
owners of ſuch lands; or ſhall be aiding or aſſiſting therein, on pain that 
every perſon ſo cutting, felling, and deſtroying, or carrying away the ſame, or 
that ſhall aid or aſſiſt therein, ſhall for every ſuch treſpaſs forteit and pay to 
the party or parties injured or tieſpaſſed upon, the ſum of ten ſhillings for 
every tree of one foot over, and for all trees of a greater dimenfionthree times ite 
* value thereof, beſidts ten ſhillings as aforeſaid, and five ſhillings for every tie 
| or pole under that dimenſion, ; 

Aways provided, That the proprietors of common or undivided lands, in 
the relpective towns, may grant liberty for the cutting or telling any tree ot 
trees, or Carrving away timber, wood or underwood, growing or lying on their 
common or undivided lands, under ſuch regulations and rettriMons, as they 
If or the mejor part of them ſhall agree in their legal meeting ; and if they ſhall 
'T ſee fit may appoint and empower their agents or attornies, in their place Of 


lands, contrary to this act: and the like power is hereby alſo given to the 
inhabitants of the ſeveral towns in their reſpeRive town meetings, with teſpect 
to the timber, wood or underwocd, growing or lying on lands within their 
townſhips, belonging to ſaid town. | | 2 


Provided 


ſtead, to prosecute any perſon or perſons that ſhall treſpals on their undivided 
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Provided alſo, and it is bereby enafied, That when the Court or Juſtice before tin 
whom-any trial upon this act ſhall be had, ſhall be well fatisficd that the de- is guilty dh S 
tendant was guilty through miſtake, and that he really believed the timber or n © Mk 
trees cut, deſtroyed, or carried away as aforeſaid, were, when growing, on his gu 
own or ſome other perſon's land where he had a right to cut, that in ſuch caſe 

the detendant ſhall be ſentenced to pay to the plaintiff only the juſt value of the 

timber felted, taken away, or deſtroyed, and coſt of ſuit. 

Provided alſo, That nothing herein contained ſhall authorize any perſon to 
recover more than the juſt value of any timber taken tor the making or repair- 
ing roads or bridges, and coſts, 

Be it ſurther enatied by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or perſons m. 
ſhall unlawtully throw down, or leave Opes, any bars, gates, fence or fences, Penalty for lea 
belonging to or inclofing any common field, or any lands held in propriety or | 
common, or belonging to any particular perſon or perſons, he or they mall, 
for every ſuch treipals, upon conviction thereof, forfeit and pay to the parties 
injured thereby, double damages and coſt. That if any perſon or perſons — 
having their faces blacked, painted, or any ways diſguiſed, ſhall either by day is 4% 
or by.nighr, commit any of the treſpaſſes aforeſaid, or ſhall beat or abuſe any 
perſon or perſons, and be thereof convifted by due courſe of law; ſuch perſon 
or perſons ſo treſpaſſing, ſhall, over and above the damages aforeſaid, pay a fine 
nor exceeding thirty pounds, as the nature of the treſpaſs may require, DR 

Be it furiher enacted by the autbority aforeſaid, That every perion who ſhall 122. 
ſet fire on any lands in this State, that ſhall run into any other. per ſon's land, 1 — 
tuch perſon or perſons ſetting ſuch fire, or who ſhall be aiding or aſſiſting i= e dna of 
therein, ſhalt pay and ſatisfy to the owner or owners of the lands, all damages — 
that ſhall be done by reaſon of ſuch fire, except he or they make it appear that. 
the damages happened by inevitable accident. x 

That every perſon or perſons who ſhall unlawfully cut, or take away, any Penalty for 9 
graſs, corn or grain, grow ing, or without the leave of the owner, take or carry — 1 *. 
away any growing fruit, of what nature ſoe ver, or ſhall hurt, dig, pull up, or te, taking 
take away, any fruit trees, and the procurers or receivers of ſuch perſons, 
knowing the ſame, being thereof convicted before any Court proper to try the 
lame, ſhall be fined at the diſeretion of the Court, according to the citcum- 
ltznces of the offence, not exceeding ten pounds. 


on 


1 
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An act regulating Weights and Meaſures, | a” 3.4 


8 e end that weights and meaſures may be one and the ſame throughout. . 
this State, 


tis enaBed by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the Trea- 1 
luret of this State ſhall provide one complete let of weights and meaſures, vide weights and 
Sy neceſſary ß 


STATUTES 03 YERMONT. 


- _ 


| Weights and Meaſures. 


tt 
— 


— q 


neceſſary for the uſe of this State, according to the approved Wincheſter mea. 
| ſure allowed in England, in the exchequer, namely, one halt buſhel, one peck, 
- one half peck, one ale quart, one wine gallon, one two quart wine meaſure, 
one one quart, one pint, one half pint, one ill, and one halt jill wine meaſure; 
dne Engliſh ell, one yard; one ſet of iron, weights, viz, one fitty-ſix pound 
weight, one twenty-eight pound weight, one fourteen, one ſeven, one four, 
one two, one one pound weight, and a ſuitable ſcale and beam neceſſaty for the 
uſe of the ſame ; alſo one ſet of braſs weights, from one ounce to four pounds, 
after ſixteen ounces to the pound, with fit ſcales and ſteel beam, tried and aps 
proved according to faid ſtandard of Wincheſter ; which ſhall be the public 
allowed ſtandard throughout this State, tor the approving and ſealing all 

5 weights and meaſures z which weights and meaſures ſhall be provided by the 
Treaſurer, at the expence of this State, And if the Tieaſurer ſhall negle to 
procure all or any of the aforeſ#id, weights, meaſures, ſeales or beams, and no- 
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tify the ſame in both the public newipapers of this State, within fix months ( 
7 next after the paſſing of this act, he ſhall forfeit and pay thirty pounds, one 
a é half to him who ſhall proſecute the ſame to effect, before any County Court 
in this State ; the other halt to the County Treaſurer where the ſame ſhall be { 
tried; and ſhall ia like manner forteic thirty pounds for every fix months he | 
ſhall ſo neglect, after the firſt ſix months atorelaid, | | a 
And that each and every County Treaſurer wi:hin this State, at the expence [ 
— 1 ot their reſpective counties, within ſix months after ſuch notice publiſhed as i 
Weights & m.. aforeſaid, (hall provide all the aforclaid weights, meaſures, beams and ſcales, 
, 22 according to the ſtandard above-mentioned, appioved and ſealed by the Tres | 
un. ſurer of this State, and notify the ſame, by poſting the ſame in the moſt public 
place in each town in their reſpe&1ve counties. And the Selectmen of every c 
Semen to: town within this State, ſhall withia ſix months next after ſuch poſting u ſ 
povide weighs 4 a 
meaſures te be aforeſaid, provide, at the expence of the town, one half buſhel, and one peck, { 
cr oh dont of the following dimenſions, viz. the halt buſbel in diameter within ſides, not. | 
FR leſs than thirteen inches and three quarters ot an inch, the pecks not leis than 0 
133 ten inches and three quarters within ſides, one half peck, one ale quatt, one 7 
4 wine gallon, one two quart, one one quart, one pint, one half pint, one ilk 
and one halt jill, wiae meaſute; one Engliſh yard, one ſet of braſs weights a 
from one ounce to four pounds, avoirdupeis weight, with ſcales and reel e 
beam : all the above beams, ſcales, weights and mealures, to be tried, apptor- { 
ed and lealed, by the County Trealurer, according to the aforeſaid ſtandard of 
W.ncheſter, provided by the reſpective countics as aforeſaid z which ſhall be [ 
& <7 kept only for ſtandards. | ſ 
un. and be it furtber enadted by the autbority aſoreſaid, That all ſteelyards that are i 
Approved fiee!- Or ſhall be approved ot by the ſtandata, thall be allowed of in any towns in C 
go eee of. this State, and be at the liberty of both buyer and ſellet to weigh by. ; 
pr, And be it further enafed by the authority aforeſaid, That all weights, met- q 
9 fures, ſcales and beams, pioyided by the teipective towns within this State 8 
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aforeſaid, ſhall yearly and every year, be delivered to the ſealer of weights and 
meaſures, whe ſhall be choſen and ſworn as the law of this State directs, in the 


f ſevetal towns: and the ſealer of weights and meaſures within every town in 
: this State, ſhall poſt up a notification in writing, in the month of January, 8 
ann ually, requiring all and every perſon within their teſpective towns, to bring . 
in to ſaid ſcaler of weights ande eaſurtey all iuch weights and meaſures by 
g which they teſpectively buy or fell ; giving at leaſt fourteen days notice of 
the time appointed for ſealing as aforeſaid : and the ſealer of luch weights and 
meaſures, may demand and receive from the owner of all weights and mea- 
. ſures ſo tried, proved and ſealed by the town ſeals, one peany for each weight Fes therefor, 
| or mealure lo ſealed by him: which town ſeals ſhall be provided by the Se- 
1 lectmen of their reſpective towns, at the expence and charge of the ſame: 
5 and be it furt ber enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That it the Selectmen, or Iv. 
: Sealer of weights and mealures, within any town in this State, or the Treaſurer Peadlty eo leh 
; of the reſpective counties within this State, do not execute this law ſo far as it wo of doty. 
e doth appertain to each and every one of them; ſuch delinquents ſhall forfeit 
t and pay tor every neglect, for the ſpace of one month, the ſum ot twenty 
: ſhillings ; the one half for the uſe of the informer, and the other half for the 
e vie of che poor of the town where ſuch delinquent lives, to be recovered by 
action or information, betore any Juſtice of the Peace within the county where 
„ ſuch default is found, who is hereby empowered to hear, try and adjudge the 
3 lame. | | a 
, And be it further enafted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or 1 
4 perions within this State, ſhall ewency days after being notified by the ſealer of — * 
t weights and meaſures as aforeſaid, fell or vend any wares, merchandiſe, or or meaſures" th 
7 other commodities whatſoever, by any other beams, weights or meaſures, but 
; ſuch as ſhall be proved and ſealed as this act requires, the perſon fo offending 
" ſhall torfeit for each off-nce, not exceeding forty ſhillings ; one moiety thereof 
a for the uſe of the poor of the town where the offence ſhall be committed, the 2 
" other moiety to the informer or him that ſhall proſecute for the ſame, to be 1 
e recovered in manner as aforeſaid, 3 
6 And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That all beams, weights wi. * 
5 and incalures, kept for (tandards in the ſeveral towns, ſhall be proved and tried — — 
1 every ten years, by the county ſtandard : and all town ſtandards ſhall be yearn, & &-mgzd, 
= ſtamped with this mark, P. D. 
f And be it further enafied by the authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon or pn, fir neg 
t perlons (hall neglect or retuſe to carry in to the ſealer of weights and mea- laing to C 
ſures, in any town within this S ate, in order to be ſealed, any weights, mea- " 2228 
'E ſures, beams or ſcales, at the time appointed in manner as beforementioried in the umn, 
in this act, it ſhall and may be lawfol tor the ſealer and ſealers of weights and 
mraſures, to demand and receive of ſuch delinquent, who ſhall offer or preſent 
2 any weights, meaſures, ſcales gr beams, at any other time than the time noti- 
15 
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fied by ſaid ſealer, in manner as in this, act beforementioned, the ſum of fn 
pence for every article ſo offered for ſealing, | 


„ | See 
| 1 | | 
. An act to encourage the m Wolves and Panthers, 


—— 2 E it enadted by the General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That if any 
a perſon” ſhall | kill and deſtroy any grown wolf or panther, within the 
buuads of this State, he ſhall receive out of the public treatury of this Stare, 
three pounds, as a premium for every ſuch wolt or panther; and for every 
wolf or panther's whelp that fucks, two pounds. 

Perſons to carry And every perſon or. perfons who ſhall kill or deftroy any wolf, panther or 
8 whelp, ſhall carry the head thereof to a Juſtice of the Peace, one of the Stled. 
| men, or Codſtables of the town wherein the ſame was killed; and if thete 
ſnouid be no ſuch authority in the town or place where the ſame ſhall be 
killed or deſtroyed as aforeſaid, then to a Juſtice of the Peace, Selectman, t 
Conſtable of any town, in the ſame county, who ſhall cut off both ears from 
ſuch head, and (triftly examine ſuch perſon or petſons, where and how, he ot 
they obtained ſuch heady and whether the ſame was killed within this State; 
who are to ce:ti., and when the ſatd authority is fatisfied thereof, they ſhall certify the ſame to 
G the fame. the Trealurer of this State, who on teeeipt thereof is directed to pay the ptt- 

miums as above ditetted. Ne ö 


Andi if any perſon ſhall take any wolf or panther out of any pit made t 


ee e For k- Catch wolves, or out ef any trap, thereby to defraud the owner of owners of 
l i ſuch pit or trap, of his or their due, he ſhall pay to the oe or owners ot 
ſuch pit ot trap, the ſum. of eight pounds for every wolf fo takta out 4 


"BoB Doe 2d OP ay... 
= b, An act preſcribing forms of Writs in civil caules. 


DE it ena#ed by rhe General Aſſembly of the State of Vermont, That the form? 
of writs 10 c:vil actions, in che teveral County Courts in this State, {hal}, 

acer the publication hereof, as near as circumſtances will admit, be 4s fol. 

| lows,” vizz | 4 

f Bi. An ATTACHMENT TT. 

Fam of un at- To the Sheriff ef county, his Diputy, or either of the Conſtables of , 

—— e in ſaid county, Greeting. | 

TY Y the auibority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby required to artach 
the goods, chattels, or eſtate, of A. B. of ——, to the value of — 


pounds, lawful money, and him notify thereof according to law; 2 
wa 
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-want thereof to take his body, it to be found within your precincts, and bim 
fafcly keep, fo that you have him before [here inſert the tile of the Court before 
which it is returnable, and the time and place of toe Court's fitting] then and there 
to anlwer unto C. D. uf , | here take in the declaration]. To the damage 
of the plaintiff, as he ſays, the ſum of pounds; tor the recovery where- 
ot, with juit coſts, the plaintiff brings this ſuit: (bonds for proſecution being 
fi ſt given) (if the lato ſo direfts]. Hereof fail not, but of this writ, and your 
doings herein, make due return according to las. Dated at —, the —— 


* 


day of „ Anso Domini, 17—. 1 7 
E. F. recognized in to the defendant, as ſurety * — 
j colts of piolecution, in due form of law, before me, J. P. 
g SUMMON S. 


de To the Sheriff of — county, bis Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of , in 
Sie ſaid county, Greeting, | 3 
Y the authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby required to ſum- 
mon A. B. of „to appear before (bere inſert the ſtile of the Court 
before which it is returnable, and the time and place of the Court's ſitting) then and 
there to anſwer unto C. D. of ——, (here take in the declaration). To the 
damage of the plaintiff, as he ſays, the tum of pounds; for the recovery 
whereof, with juſt coſt, the plaintiff brings this ſuit (bond tor proſecution be- 
ing firſt given) [if the law ſo diref7s]. Hereof fail not, but of this writ, with 
00 your doings herein, make due return according to law. Dated at —, the 
—— Cay of ——, Anno Domini, 17—. 1 Þ 


Af bond for proſecutionis given, the like minute is to be 
made of it as in caſe of an attachment, and ſigned. 


EXECUTION, 


„obe Sheriff of ———— county, bis Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of —, 
1 in ſaid county, Greeting. 
F HEREAS C. D. of „on the — day of „by the conſi- 
deration of , at —— recovered judgment aga.nſt A. B. of —, 
for the ſum of — pounds — ſhillings and — pence debt, (or damages 
if the caſe be ſo) and —— pounds —— ſhillings and —— pence colt of ſuit, 
as appears of record: whereof execution remains to be done. 
ch > HESE are therefore by the authority of the State of Vermont, To command 
* you, that of the goods, chattels or lands of the ſaid A. B. within your 
* precincts, you caule co be levied, (and the ſame being diſpoſed ot as the law 
| directs) paid and ſatisfied unto the ſaid C. D. the aforeſaid ſums, being £,—— 
Tt in 
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in the whole, with one ſhilling and ſixpence mort for this writ, and thereof 


of the ſaid A, B. to be by him ſhown unto you, or found within your precin&s, 


deliver the ſaid, (the articles, unto the ſaid A. B. and ſummon the ſaid E. F. 


pounds lawtul money ;- and therefor, with juit colts, he brings this fait (the 


- Wake return of the faid goods, if a return. thereof ſhall be awarded.) Hereot 


* 


alſo to ſatisfy yourſelf for your own tees : and for want of goods or chattely 


to the acceptance of the ſaid C. D. for the ſatisfying the aforeſaid ſums, you 
are commanded to take the body of the faid A. B. and him commit to the 
keeper of the goal in ———, in the county atoreſaid, within the ſaid priſon; 
who is hereby commanded to receive the ſaid A. B. and him ſafely keep, until 
he pay the full ſums abovementioned, with your fees, or that he be diſchargedy Ml 4 
by the ſaid C. D. or otherwile by order. of law. Hereof fail not and make due 
return to me, according to law, within ſixty days from this date, Dated at 
„the —— day of „Anno Domini 12— 
| * J. P. 


- 
” -* 


SUBPCNA a> TESTIFICANDUM, 
To © | Greeting. - 


D the authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby required to ſum: 


mon A. B. C. and D. of ——, to appear before (the name or ſtile of the 
Juſtice or Court, and time and place of filting) to give evidence in an action of 


debt (or the caſe, or treſpaſs, as the caſe ſhall be) then and there to be tried, he- 
tween G. H. plaintiff, ana I. K detendaar, on the part of the plaintiff, (ﬆ 
* defendant as the caſe may be) and this neither of them may omit, under the 
pains and penaltics in luch caſe ditected by law; Dated: at --------, the ---- 


day of ----------, Anno Domini 17— & 


bY 
WRIT cr REPLEVIN. | 


To the Sheriff of ---=-- county, bis Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of . Fl. 
ſaid crunty, Grecting, 

Y tbe authority of the State of Vermont, you are hereby required to eauſe 

B to be revlevied to A. B. of ., (the articles) now diſtrained or im- 

pounded by E. F. of ------ „and by him unjuſtly cetained (as it is ſaid,) ant 


to appear before (abe name of the magiſtrate, or ſtile sf the Court, and time and 
Place of its ſitting) then and tnere to aner unto the ſaid A. B. in a plea ct 
replevin ; tor that the ſaid E. F. on the - day of , at atoreſaid, 
took (the articles). and them urjultly detained, at -------- aforeſaid,. again 
pledges and ſufeties, until ths time, to the damage of the plaintiff -----»- 


Plaintiff having given ſufficicnt ſurety to piotecute this action to effect; and 


* * 


fail 


* 


1 


l 
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fail not, but make due return of this writ, with your doings thereon, accord- 

ing to law. Dated at ------ » the ------ day of -------, Anno Domini, 17---, * 
B. S. recognized in due form, z 
ba £------- „ before me, | J. 


WRIT e- EFECTMENT 


To the Sheriff of ——— county, bis-D:puty, or either of the Conſtables of ——, 
| in ſaid county, Greeting. 

Y the authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby required to ſum- 

mon A. B. (the caſual tjector) to appear at the County Court, to be heid 
at ——, in and for the county ot „on the Tueſday in ——, then 
and there to anſwer unto C. D. of , in plea of treſpaſs and eject ment, 
wherein the plaintiff complains that E. F. of —, [the leſſor of the plaintiff}, 
on the — day ot ——, Anno Domini „at aforeſaid, had demiled, 
granted, and to farm letten, to the plaintiff, [deſcribing the land] with the ap- 
purtenances, ſicuate and being at —— aforeſaid, and now or late in the tenure 
or occupation of G. H. of „(the tenant in poſſeſſion] or his aſſigns, To. 
have and to hold the ſaid meſſuage and tenements, with the appurtenances, to 
the {a1 E. F. and his affigns, from the day of then laſt paſt, 
to the tull end and term of years, trom thence next enſuing, and fully to 
de complete and ended, By virtue of which demiſe, che faid plaintiff entered 
into the tenements atoreſaid, with the appurtenances, and was thereof poſſeſſed, 
until the aforelaid A. B. afterwards, to wit, on the day of , Anno 
Domini 19—, with force and arms, entered into the tenements aforeſaid, with 
the appurtenances, (in and upon the poſſeſſion of the plaintiff) and ejected, 
expelled and amoved the plaintiff from his faid tarm, (his ſaid term not being 
yet ended) and kept out, and ſtil -keeps out the plaintiff from his poſſeſſion 
aforeſaid : and then and there did other injuries to the plaintiff, againſt the 
peace, and to the damage of the plaintiff pounds lawſul money; and 
to recover the poſſeſſion of the ſaid premiſes, with the ſaid damages, and juſt 
colts, the plaintiff orings this ſuit, Hereot fail not, and of your doings here- 
in, make due return according to law. Dated at , the day of 


Anno Dommi 17—. 
3. 
Notice to be given to the Tenant in poſſeſſion. 

Sra, (be date). 
I am informed that you are in poſſeſſion of, or claim title to the premiſes, 
m this declaration, or writ of +j-&ment mentioned, or to ſome part thereof; 
and I being ſued in this action as a caſual ejeor, and having no claim or title 
to the laid premiſes, do adviſe you to appear at the County Court, to b>holgen 
at , in and for the county of ———, on the Tueſday in 1 

7 . 
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3 and then and there by rule of the ſame Court, to cauſe yourſelf to be made 
. defendant in my ſtead, otherwiſe I ſhall ſuffer judgment to be entered againſt 
We me, and you will be turned out of poſſeſſion, | 


Your loving friend, 
A, B. 


1 To Mr. G. H. tenant in poſſeſſion of 
3 the premiſes, or ſome part theteof. 


Miter he WRIT os FACIAS HABERE POSSESSIONEM Ap FIERI FACTA 


Execution, | | 
To the Sheriff of —— county, bis Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of , in 
ſaid county, Greeting. 

| "HEREAS C. D. of E. before [here mention the ftile of the Court, ani 

the time and place of its fitting] by the conſideration of the ſaid Court, 
recovered againſt A. B. of ——, his term yet to come, ot and in, [as in i 
declaration] with the appurtenances ; ſituate and being in P. in the ſaid county; 

which the ſaid A. B. had unjuſtly withheld, put out, or amoved the ſaid C. D. 

from his poſſeſſion thereof; and allo at the ſaid Court recovered judgment for 


, for coſts and damages, which he ſuſtained by reaſon of the ſame, a 
appears of record; whereof execution remains to be done. 


Y the authority of the State of Vermont, You are therefore hereby com- 

D manded, that without delay, you cauſe the ſaid C. D. to have his poſirfſion 
of his term aforeſaid, yet to come, ot and in the tenements aforeſaic, with tit 
appurtenances. And that of the goods, chattels or lands of the ſaid A. B. 
within your precinQs, you cauſe to be levied, paid and ſatisfied unto the ſaid 
C. D. the aforeſaid ſum of ——;, which to the ſaid C. D. was adjudged for 
his coſts and damage, and one ſhilling and fixpence more for this writ, and 
thereof alſo to ſatisty yourſelf for your own fees; and for want of goods ot 
chattels uf the ſaid A. B. to be by him ſhown unto you, or found within your 
recins, to the acceptance of the ſaid C. D. for the ſatisfying the afqreſaſd 
ſums, you are commanded to take the body of the ſaid A. B. and him commit 
to the keeper of the goal at ——, in the county aforeſaid, within the aid 
priſon, who is hereby commanded to receive the ſaid A. B. and him ſafely 
keep, until he pay the full ſums abovementioned, with your fees, or that he 
be diſcharged by the ſaid C. D. or otherwiſe by order of law, Hereof fail 
not, and make due return to me, within ſixty days from the date of this writ, 
and your doings therein. Dated at ——, the —— day of ——, Aa 


Domini 1 7. 
T. G. Clerk of ſaid Coutt. 
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WRIT os SCIRE FACIAS quars EXECUTIONEM mnox-PosT 
ANNUM. - 


To the Sheriff of —— county, his Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of ==—, in 
ſaid county, Greeting. | 

HEREAS C. D. of ——, betore [be ftile of the Court, and time and 

place of its ſuting] by the conſideration of the ſaid Court, [or Juſtice] 
recovered againſt A. B. of ——, the ſum of » debt | or damages] and alſa 
—— coſts and charges, by him about his ſuit in that behalf expended, where- 
of the ſaid A. B. is convicted, as appears ot record: and although judgment 
be thereof rendered, yet execution for the ſaid debt, [or damages] and coſts, 
yet remains to be made; whereof the ſaid C. D. hath ſupplicated a propet 
remedy to be provided for him, in that behalf, To the end therefore that 
juſtice may be done, you are hereby required, by the authority of the State of 
Vermont, to make known to the ſaid A. B. that he be before [the ftile of the 
Court, and time and place of its ſitting] to ſhow cauſe, it any he have, wherefore 
the ſaid C. D. ought not to have his execution againſt him the ſaid A. B. for 
his debt, (or damages) and coſts aforeſaid : and further to do and receive, that 
which the ſaid Court, (or Juſtice) ſhall then conſider of him in this behalf. 
Hereof fail not, and make due return of this writ, with your doings herein, 
according to law. Dated at——, the —— day of —— Anne Domini 17—. 

J. P. 


That a ſummons and declaration, in an action of account on book, before 


the County Court, ſhall be, as near as circumſtances will admit, in che form 


following, viz, 


To the Sheriff of the county of ——, his Deputy, or either of the Conſtables of 
in ſaid county, Greeting. 

Y the authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby required to ſum- 

mon A. B. of G. to appear before [ihe lie of the Court, and time and place 

of its fitting] then and there to anſwer unto C. D. ot H. in a pra that he 

render to the plaintiſt the ſum of ------, which he juſtly owes by book to 


balance book aceounts, as by the plaintiff's book, ready in Court to be ſhown, 


may appear; nevertheleſs the detendant hath retuled, and till doth refuſe, to 
render to the plaintiff his reaſonable account, or to pay the balance thereupon 
Cue, although often thereunto requeſted, which is to the damage of the plaintiff 
the ſum of . ; and therefor, with juſt coſts, he brings this ſuit, Hereof 
fail not, but of this writ, with your doings thereon, make due return, Dated 
at , the -- day of -, Anno Domini 17---, 

J. P. 


u A 


$TATUTES or FERMONT. ' 
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A SUMMONS before a JUSTICE, 


To either of the Contables of , in the county of --=---- 8 
BY authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby commanded to 

ſummon A. B. ot -------, in the county of „to appear betore me, at 
, on the — - day of -, at - o' clock in the -----noen, t0 
anſwer uato C. D. of - , in an action upon bond, [bill, note, promiſe, book, 
Ec. c. a5 the caſe may be] to the damage of the plaintiff, L.-----. Hereof tail 
not, and of your doings herein, with this precepr, make que return according 
to law. Given under my hand, this -- day of 5 17.— J 

| | K 


| A WARRANT or ATTACHMENT before a JUSTICE. 


| To either of the Conſtables of ——, in the county of ——. 

Y the authority of the State of Vermont, You are hereby commanded to 
apprehend the body of A. B. of —— [or io attach the goods, chaitels, or 
(late of A. B. of ——, as the caſe may be] and have him before me, at 

on the —— day of ——, at —— o'clock in the ——noon, [or fortbwith in 
criminal caſes} to anſwer to C. D. of —, in an action [as in the ſummons]. 


\ 


P 


ö 1 i An act to reſtra.a the taking of exceſſive Ulury, 
. ee DE it enaZ7ed by the General Aſſembiy of the State of Vermont, That no perſon 


or perſons whatloever, upon any contract hereatter to be made, ſhall take 
directly or indirectly, for loan of any monies, wates, merchandizes, or other 


4 . commodities whatſoever, more than the valve of ſix pounds, for the forbeat- 


Ra ance of one hundred pounds for a year; and ſo after that rate for a greater ot 
| leis ſum, or for a longer or ſhorter time. And that all bends, contracts, 
mortgages, and aſſurances whatloever, hereafter to be fade, for the pay ment 
of any principal or money lent, or covenanted to be lefit, upon or for uſury 
whereupon or whereby, there ſhall be reſerved or taken, more thas the rate 
ſix pounds on the hundred as aforeſaid, ſhall be utterly void. 

And any perſon whatever, who ſhall upon any contract take, accept or 


Penalty for tak- receive, by ways or means of any corrupt bargain, loan, exchange ; or b 
tu more that 6 covin or deceitful conveyance, or by any other ways or means whatever, far. 
the forbearing, or giving day of payment for one whole year, of and for their 


ber cent. 


monies, or other thing or things, above the ſum of ſix pounds, for the for- 
bearing ot one hundred pounds for a year; and fo after that rate for a greater 
or leſs ſum, or for a longer or ſhorier time, ſhall forfeit and pay for every ſuch 
olfence, the full value gt the goods and monies, or other thing lo lent, excbangeds 


bargained, 
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bargained, ſold, or agreed for; one moiety thereof to the public treaſury of 
this State, the other moiety to the informer that ſhall ſue for and proſecute 
the ſame to effect. | 

Provided nevertheleſs, That nothing in this act ſhall extend to the letting of Proviee 
cattle, or other uſages of the like nature in practice among farmers, or mari- 
time eontracts, botcomry, or courſe of exchange, as hath been heretofore and 
ſtill is accuſtomed. | 

And when the defendant in any act ion at law, on ſuch bond, bill, mortgage, 2888 
note, or other inſtrument, ſhall ſuppoſe no ſufficient evidence in law can be r, 
produced of the uſury therein contained, it ſhall be lawtul for the defendant 
in ſuch action to intorm the Court betore which ſuch actien is brought, by 
filing his bill in equity, with the Clerk of ſuch Court, on the ſecond day of | 
the Court's fitting, that ſuch bond, bill, mortgage, note, or other inſtrument, & mew 
is uſurious and oppteſſive, and the Court ſhall proceed to examine the parties on oaths 
on oath, or in any other way proper for a Court of equity. And it the plain- 
tiff ſhall refuſe to be examined on oath, he ſhall be nonſuic, and the defendant 
ſhall recover his coſts. 

And if on trial the Court ſhall find ſuch bond, bill, note, mortgate, or other 48 the 
inſtrument, uſurious and oppreſſive, they ſhall adjuſt the ſame in equity; and * 
ſhall give judgment that the plaintiff ſhall recover no more than the juſt value 
of the goods, &c. told, or than the principal ſum which the defendant receiv- 
ed of the plaintiff, without any intereſt or advance thereupon, ah 

Provided, That nothing in this act ſhall be conſtrued to prevent any perſon Provides 
from proceeding, on full evidence, agaioſt exceſſive uſury, and uſurious con- 
tracts, either in defending or recovering thereon, as is before in this act 
provided, ” 
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